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Few things celebrate culture and diversity more than travel. As editors of a travel site, we pledge to share those things with our readers and actively work to make our site and content anti-racist. Read more Our team of experienced travel writers and editors scours the retail landscape (both online and off) to find the best products. And to make sure
you're getting the best recommendations, we test thousands of products a year—both in our 10,000-square-foot lab testing space in Brooklyn and out in the world, testing products the same way you would use them. Learn More Know where to go! Sign up for our daily tips to make your best vacation. Newsletters The 8 Best Travel Humidifiers of 2023
15 Delicious Restaurants in San Jose, Costa Rica Every year, thousands of art lovers flock to La Casa Azul (The Blue House), the Frida Kahlo Museum in Mexico City, eager to immerse themselves in the world of the Mexican painter. There, visitors have long been able to explore her paintings, art tools, and correspondence with her husband Diego
Rivera. Read Article People are often thinking of creative locations for their next selfie, so why not outer space? Read Article There's a video making the rounds online of nuns with unexpected rhythm, and no this viral clip isn’t from a... Read Article According to a recent study, South Korea has the lowest proportion of children among the 37 countries
with populations larger than 40 million. Only 10.6% of the population accounts for children. While the country reported its first rise in birth rates following an almost entire decade of shrinkage, the consequences of these numbers are particularly felt in the rural regions, where the lack of school-aged children threatens the existence of elementary
schools. Read Article Seoul-based artist Choe U-Ram’s sculptural performance piece titled Round Table is a head-turner...and a head roller. Read Article Like a mirage, the genius of Roger Reutimann’s newest installation becomes clearer the closer one gets to it. Read Article On May 21, Sotheby’s New York hosted an auction replete with stunning
paintings by Old Masters. Drawn from the sweeping collection of the late Wall Street banker Thomas Saunders and his wife Jordan, the auction encompassed everything from Adriaen Coorte’s charming still-life of a bowl of strawberries to a Frans Hall painting of a boy playing the violin. Read Article According to ISTAT, Italy's national statistics
bureau, there are more than 22,000 Italians between the ages of 100 and 104. Read Article Filmmaker Jeroen Wolf of Imagine Video has once again created a fascinating look at aging with a short film titled... Read Article Architecture lovers with a passion for the open water can now set sail on a one-of-a-kind Frank Lloyd Wright-themed cruise
through North America’s Great Lakes. Victory Cruise Lines has partnered with the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation’s Taliesin Institute to offer an educational tour of the architect’s works in Chicago, Detroit, and Muskegon. Read Article Pope Leo XIV may be living a new life in the Vatican, but he’ll forever have a presence in Chicago—not... Read
Article Sometimes, our traditional methods of preserving memories just aren’t enough. Read Article One of the most visited landmarks in the world, the Taj Mahal is worth the hype. It took more than 20 years and 20,000 laborers to build Mughai Emporer Shah Jahan’s Taj Mahal, the final resting place of his beloved wife. In recent years the Taj has
undergone significant cleaning efforts to bring back its bright white marble sheen, and visitor time limits have been imposed to reduce overcrowding. Before you cross this landmark off your bucket list, here are 11 important Taj Mahal facts you need to know. Where there are millions of tourists, there are scams, and the Taj Mahal is no exception.
Both inside the complex and on the street, men aggressively advertise their tour guide services. However, the information they provide isn’t always correct, and you may be heavily pressed for tips. A better bet is to visit the Taj Mahal (and really, all of India) with a reputable guide, like one from G Adventures. You’ll get accurate information about the
Taj’s incredible architecture and history, plus excellent advice on how to get the best photos using the reflecting pools. As of 2019, there’s a time limit to visit the Taj Mahal. To prevent overcrowding and damage, the UNESCO World Heritage site has already capped the number of visitors per day at 40,000 and raised prices from 50 rupees to 250
rupees for Indian citizens, and from about $16 to $19 for international visitors. The latest measure is charging visitors who linger longer than three hours; the amount is equivalent to the original ticket price. Turnstiles at the exits enforce the time restrictions. If you stay over the time limit, expect to pay up. It’s easy to get caught up in the crowds and
vying for the best selfie angle at the Taj Mahal, but take a deep breath and appreciate what you’re really looking at. The Taj Mahal was built with perfect symmetry in a time before power tools. There’s nothing behind the complex to take away from or interrupt the view—an amazing feat in modern-day Agra. Of course, you're going to want a keepsake
selfie at this marvel. One thing to note: If you're a female Westerner, you may find yourself approached by Indians who want to take a photo with you. While the attention can be fun and flattering at first, past tourists have felt mobbed and uncomfortable with the attention. If you don’t want to take photos with strangers, it’s best to politely decline the
first person who asks for one. Agreeing to a single photo sets the precedent that you're open for selfie business. At the entrance, all visitors receive a pair of disposable shoe covers. You'll need to wear them, or walk barefoot (lots of Indian kids go this route), if you plan on going inside the Taj. This is an effort to protect the ivory marble floors. Visiting
the Taj Mahal is an excellent way to support tourism in Agra, but it’s also important to give back to small scale local businesses. Sheroes Hangout, about a 10-minute drive from the Taj, is a must visit. The pay-what-you-can chai shop and cafe is run by women who were victims of vicious acid attacks. Apart from lunch and coffee, visitors can also watch
a short documentary about the history of acid attacks in India and peruse a gift shop of items made by local artists. Proceeds go to supporting the women and changing laws. It’s truly an uplifting and educational experience that you won’t forget. Marble mausoleum in Agra, India For other uses, see Taj Mahal (disambiguation). Taj Mahall.ocationAgra,
Uttar Pradesh, IndiaCoordinates27°10°30"N 78°2'31"E / 27.17500°N 78.04194°E / 27.17500; 78.04194Areal7 hectares (42 acres)[1]Height73 m (240 ft)Built1631-1653;372 years ago (1653)[2]Built forMumtaz MahalArchitectUstad Ahmad LahoriArchitectural style(s)Mughal architectureVisitors4.84 million[3] (in Apr'22-Feb'23)Governing bodyMinistry
of Culture, Government of India(via Archaeological Survey of India)Websitetajmahal.gov.in Monument of National ImportanceOfficial nameTaj Mahal and grounds(including the Masjid on the west side, the pavilions on the east and west sides of the grounds)Reference no.N-UP-A28(and monuments a-p) Location of Taj Mahal in Uttar Pradesh,
IndiaShow map of Uttar PradeshTaj Mahal (India)Show map of India UNESCO World Heritage SiteCriteriaCultural: iReference252Inscription1983 (7th Session) Location of the Taj Mahal in Agra The Taj Mahal (/,ta:d3 ma'ha:l, ,ta:3 -/ TAH] ma-HAHL, TAHZH -; Hindustani: [ta:d3 'mef(g)l]; lit. 'Crown of the Palace') is an ivory-white marble mausoleum
on the right bank of the river Yamuna in Agra, Uttar Pradesh, India. It was commissioned in 1631 by the fifth Mughal emperor, Shah Jahan (r. 1628-1658) to house the tomb of his beloved wife, Mumtaz Mahal; it also houses the tomb of Shah Jahan himself. The tomb is the centrepiece of a 17-hectare (42-acre) complex, which includes a mosque and a
guest house, and is set in formal gardens bounded on three sides by a crenellated wall. Construction of the mausoleum was completed in 1648, but work continued on other phases of the project for another five years. The first ceremony held at the mausoleum was an observance by Shah Jahan, on 6 February 1643, of the 12th anniversary of the death
of Mumtaz Mahal. The Taj Mahal complex is believed to have been completed in its entirety in 1653 at a cost estimated at the time to be around X32 million, which in 2015 would be approximately X52.8 billion (US$827 million).[4] The building complex incorporates the design traditions of Indo-Islamic and Mughal architecture. It employs symmetrical
constructions with the usage of various shapes and symbols. While the mausoleum is constructed of white marble inlaid with semi-precious stones, red sandstone was used for other buildings in the complex similar to the Mughal era buildings of the time. The construction project employed more than 20,000 workers and artisans under the guidance of
a board of architects led by Ustad Ahmad Lahori, the emperor's court architect. The Taj Mahal was designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1983 for being "the jewel of Islamic art in India and one of the universally admired masterpieces of the world's heritage". It is regarded as one of the best examples of Mughal architecture and a symbol
of Indian history. The Taj Mahal is a major tourist attraction and attracts more than five million visitors a year. In 2007, it was declared a winner of the New 7 Wonders of the World initiative. The Taj Mahal and its setting, surrounding grounds, and structures are a Monument of National Importance, administered by the Archaeological Survey of
India.[5] The name "Taj Mahal" is of Urdu origin, and believed to be derived from Arabic and Persian, with the words taj mahall meaning "crown" (taj) "palace" (mahall).[6][7][8] An alternative derivation of "taj" is that it was a corruption of the second syllable of "Mumtaz".[9][10] Abdul Hamid Lahori, in his 1636 book Padshahnama, refers to the Taj
Mahal as rauza-i munawwara (Perso-Arabic: o,lgis aig,, rawdah-i munawwarah), meaning the illumined or illustrious tomb.[11] Shah Jahan, 17th century paintingArtistic depiction of Mumtaz Mahal The Taj Mahal was commissioned by Shah Jahan in 1631, to be built in the memory of his wife Mumtaz Mahal, who died on 17 June that year while giving
birth to their 14th child, Gauhara Begum.[12][13] Construction started in 1632, and the mausoleum was completed in 1648, while the surrounding buildings and garden were finished five years later.[14][15] The imperial court documenting Shah Jahan's grief after the death of Mumtaz Mahal illustrates the love story held as the inspiration for the Taj
Mahal.[16] According to contemporary historians Muhammad Amin Qazvini, Abdul Hamid Lahori and Muhammad Saleh Kamboh, Shah Jahan did not show the same level of affection for others as he had shown Mumtaz while she was alive. After her death, he avoided royal affairs for a week due to his grief and gave up listening to music and lavish
dressing for two years. Shah Jahan was enamoured by the beauty of the land at the south side of Agra on which a mansion belonging to Raja Jai Singh I stood. He chose the place for the construction of Mumtaz's tomb after which Jai Singh agreed to give it to emperor Shah Jahan in exchange for a large palace in the centre of Agra.[17][18] Main
article: Origins and architecture of the Taj Mahal The Taj Mahal complex is situated on a platform on the banks of the Yamuna River. The Taj Mahal incorporates and expands on design traditions of Indo-Islamic and Mughal architecture.[19] Inspirations for the building came from Timurid and Mughal buildings including the Gur-e Amir in Samarkand
(the tomb of Timur, progenitor of the Mughal dynasty) and Humayun's Tomb in Delhi which inspired the Charbagh gardens and hasht-behesht plan of the site.[20][21] The building complex employs symmetrical constructions with the usage of various shapes and symbols.[19] While the mausoleum is constructed of white marble inlaid with semi-
precious stones, red sandstone was used for other buildings in the complex similar to the Mughal era buildings of the time.[22] The entire complex sits on a platform measuring 300 metres (980 ft) in length and 8.7 metres (28.5 ft) in height on the banks of the Yamuna river. The platform is built with varying patterns of dark and light colored
sandstone.[23] The eight sided main structure with large arched doorways and minarets on a square plinth The mausoleum building is the central structure of the entire complex. It is a white marble structure standing on a 6-metre (20 ft) high square plinth with sides measuring 95.5 metres (313 ft) in length. The base structure is a large multi-
chambered cube with chamfered corners forming an eight-sided structure that is approximately 57.3 metres (188 ft) long on each of the four long sides.[24] The building has four identical sides with iwans (arch-shaped doorways), topped by a large dome and finial. Each side of the iwan is framed with a 33-metre (108 ft) high pishtaq (vaulted archway)
with two similarly shaped arched balconies stacked on either side. This motif of archways is replicated on a smaller scale on the chamfered corner areas, making the design completely symmetrical.[25] At the southern side of the platform, facing the garden, there are two flights of stairs on either side which are partly covered and provide the only
access from ground level up to the mausoleum building.[23] The large onion dome topped by a finialFinial, tamga of the Mughal Empire The predominant feature of the mausoleum is the 23-metre (75 ft) high marble dome that surmounts the tomb. The onion shaped dome sits on a 12-metre (39 ft) high cylindrical drum with an inner diameter of 18.4
metres (60 ft).[26] The dome is slightly asymmetrical and is topped by a 9.6-metre (31 ft) high gilded finial.[19][27] The intermediate zone between the drum and the dome is supplanted by an ornamental moulding with a twisted rope design.[23] The main dome is surrounded by four smaller domes or chattris placed at its corners, which replicate the
onion shape of the main dome. The smaller domes are supported by columns which stand on the top of the main structure and help bring light to the interior of the building. Tall spires called guldastas extend from edges of walls which serve as decorative elements. The main and the smaller domes are decorated with a design resembling a lotus
flower.[23] The domes are topped by decorative finials which uses Persian and Indian design elements.[28] The main finial was originally made of gold but was replaced by a copy made of gilded bronze in the early 19th century.[23] The finial is topped by a moon, a typical Islamic motif, whose horns point heavenward.[29] Minarets on east side and
their size compared to humans Four minarets flank the tomb building, one at each corner of the plinth facing the chamfered corners. The four minarets, which are each more than 40 metres (130 ft) tall, are symmetrically arranged on the corners facing the chamfered corners of the main building. Each minaret is composed of three almost equal parts
with balconies at the intersection of the portions. The towers are also surmounted by smaller chattris and incorporate the same design elements as the main dome with a finial.[23] Steps lead to the top of the tower with rectangular openings below the domes providing light and air on the top. The minarets were designed similar to traditional elements
of a mosque, which are used by the muezzin to call for prayer. The minarets were constructed slightly oriented towards the outside of the plinth so that in the event of collapse, the material from the towers would tend to fall away from the tomb.[23] Southern facade showing the great pishtaq, jali windows and Arabic calligraphy The external surfaces
of the building are decorated with a number of delicate relief art adorned with various precious and semi-previous stones.[24] The decorative elements were created by applying paint, stucco, stone inlays or carvings. In line with the Islamic prohibition against the use of anthropomorphic forms, the decorative elements can be grouped into either
calligraphy, abstract forms or vegetative motifs. The white marble dados consist of ornamental bas relief depictions of nature and plant based elements. The marble has been polished to emphasise the exquisite detailing of the carvings and the frames and archway spandrels are decorated with pietra dura inlays of stylised geometric pattern of vines,
flowers and fruits.[30] Plant motifs on walls The domes and vaults of the sandstone buildings are worked with tracery of incised painting to create elaborate geometric forms. Herringbone inlays define the space between the adjoining elements. White inlays are used in sandstone buildings, and dark or black inlays on the white marbles.[15]
Contrasting colors have been used to create a complex array of different geometric patterns across the mortared areas of the buildings. The floors and walkways are laid with tiles or blocks with contrasting colors and consisting of various tessellation patterns. The plinth is differentiated from the paved surface of the main platform by an interlocking
pattern of octagonal white marble pieces set into four pointed stars made of red sandstone, surrounded by a border. The building has many lattice windows or jalis with interlocking hexagonal patterns.[23] The gateway arches are bordered by Arabic calligraphy with passages from the Qur'an. Much of the calligraphy is composed of florid thuluth
script made of jasper or black marble inlaid in white marble panels. Higher panels are written with slightly larger script to reduce the skewing effect when viewed from below.[30] The calligraphy on the southern gate roughly translates to "O Soul, thou art at rest. Return to the Lord at peace with Him, and He at peace with you."[31] The calligraphy
on the buildings were believed to have been created in 1609 by Abdul Haq, who was conferred the title of "Amanat Khan" by Shah Jahan.[32][30] At the base of the interior dome is the inscription, "Written by the insignificant being, Amanat Khan Shirazi".[33] The central chamber with the cenotaphsA jali screen surrounding the cenotaphs The main
inner chamber is an octagon with 7.3-metre (24 ft) sides, with the design allowing for entry from each face with the main door facing the garden to the south. Two tiers of eight pishtaq arches are located along the walls, similar to the exterior.[34] The four central upper arches form balconies or viewing areas, and each balcony's exterior window has
an intricate jali. The inner wall is open along the axes where jali screens are fitted which transmit light from the exterior to the interior of the main chamber.[35] Except the south side, other three sides consist of an open elongated room flanked by two square cells covered with decorated ceilings set on the platform. The central room has arched
openings on three sides fitted with jalis filled with panes of glass and a small rectangular window cut into the central jali.[35] The square cells which are reached through separate doors were probably originally used for visitors and Qur'an reciters as a place to rest. Staircases lead from the ground floor to the roof level, where there are corridors
between the central hall and the two corner rooms in the south with a system of ventilation shafts.[23] The interior walls are about 25 metres (82 ft) high and are topped by a "false" interior dome decorated with a sun motif. The inlay work is a lapidary of precious and semiprecious gemstones.[36] Each chamber wall is highly decorated with dado bas-
relief, intricate lapidary inlay and refined calligraphy panels similar to the design elements seen throughout the exterior of the complex.[37] The main chamber houses the false sarcophagi of Mumtaz Mahal and Shah Jahan, while the real ones are in the basement.[25] Perforated marble jalis (mahjar-i mushabbak) border the cenotaphs and are made
from eight marble panels carved through with intricate pierce work inlaid in delicate detail with semi-precious stones. The cenotaphs were originally covered by a screen made of gold on the occasion of the second anniversary of Mumtaz Mahal's death in 1633, which was later replaced by the marble screen in 1643.[35] The false sarcophagi of
Mumtaz Mahal (right) and Shah Jahan (left) in the main chamberThe actual sarcophagi of Mumtaz Mahal (right) and Shah Jahan (left) in the basement Situated within the screen in the upper main chamber are the likenesses of the tombs of Mumtaz Mahal and Shah Jahan with the actual burials done below in the lower tomb chamber. From the
southern main entrance room, a stairway leads to the lower tomb chamber which is rectangular in shape with walls laid with marble and an undecorated coved ceiling.[35] The cenotaph of Mumtaz is located in the exact center of the chamber on a marble base of 1.5 by 2.5 metres (4 ft 11 in by 8 ft 2 in). Shah Jahan's cenotaph is situated on a larger
base on the western side in an asymmetrical arrangement. On the top is a traditional sculpture of a small pen box denoting it as a male tomb.[34] The cenotaphs are aligned north-south, with the head towards the north and the bodies were laid in on their sides with the face turned towards the west, facing Mecca.[35] Motifs on the screenFlower
decoration The calligraphy found on the marble cenotaphs in the tomb is particularly detailed and delicate. While the cenotaphs are similar to the ones from the Mughal era, no other tombs from the era were adorned with such an exquisite decoration.[38] On Mumtaz's sarcophagus on the top, the decoration consists of natural plum fruits, buds and
flower blossoms inlaid with Qur'anic inscriptions with the epitaph reading "The illumined grave of Arjumand Bano Begam, entided Mumtaz Mahal, who died in the year 1631". The original tomb in the lower level is largely undecorated, with Ninety Nine Names of God inscribed on the side.[35] The false cenotaph of Shah Jahan has similar decorations
and is covered with flowers and other scroll work without any inscriptions. The epitaph surrounded by red poppy flowers reads "This is the sacred grave of His Most Exalted Majesty, Dweller in Paradise (Firdaus Ashiyani), Second Lord of the Auspicious. Conjunction (Sahib-i Qiran-i Sani), Shah Jahan, Padshah; may it ever be fragrant! The year 1076
[AD 1666]".[35] The original cenotaph of Shah Jahan is a more simply decorated version with similar red flowers and yellow plants with a more comprehensive epitaph reading "This is the illumined grave and sacred resting place of the emperor, dignified as Rizwan, residing in Eternity, His Majesty, having his abode in [the celestial realm of] Illiyun,
Dweller in Paradise (Firdaus Ashiyani) [posthumous title of Shah Jahan], the Second Sahib-i Qiran, Shah Jahan, Padshah Ghazi [Warrior for the Faith]; may it be sanctified and may Paradise become his abode. He travelled from this world to the banquet hall of eternity on the night of the twenty-sixth of the month of Rajab, in the year one thousand and
seventy-six Hijri [31 January AD 1666]".[35] Walkways beside the reflecting pool and the gardens The complex is set around a large charbagh or Mughal garden. The garden is divided by two main walkways (khiyaban) into four quadrants with further raised pathways that divide each of the four-quarters into 16 sunken parterres or flowerbeds. The
garden is surrounded by a walkway connecting all the quadrants. Halfway between the tomb and gateway in the centre of the garden is a raised marble water tank with five fountains and a reflecting pool positioned on a north-south axis to reflect the image of the mausoleum. The elevated marble water tank is called al Hawd al-Kawthar in reference
to the "Tank of Abundance" promised to Muhammad.[39] Elsewhere, the garden is laid out with avenues of trees and fountains.[40] In the north-western quadrant, is a place that marks the site where Mumtaz Mahal was first buried, before her body was moved to its final resting place inside the main chamber of the mausoleum.[41] The charbagh
garden, a design inspired by Persian gardens, was introduced to India by Babur, the first Mughal emperor and symbolises the Paradise garden (Jannah) with four rivers flowing from a central spring or mountain, separating the garden into north, west, south and east.[42] While most gardens of the era are rectangular with a tomb or pavilion in the
centre, the Taj gardens is unusual in that the main element, the tomb, is located at the end of the garden. With the discovery of Mahtab Bagh ("Moonlight Garden") on the other side of the Yamuna river, the Archaeological Survey of India has hypothesised that the Yamuna river itself was incorporated into the garden's design and was meant to be seen
as one of the rivers of Paradise.[43] Similarities in layout and architectural features with the Shalimar Gardens suggest that both gardens may have been designed by the same architect, Ali Mardan.[44] Early accounts of the garden describe its profusion of vegetation, including abundant roses, daffodils, and fruit trees.[45] As the Mughal Empire
declined, the gardens were not maintained, and when the British Raj assumed management of the gardens, they changed the landscaping to resemble the formal lawns of London in the 19th century.[46][47] The water supply for the gardens were derived from the Yamuna River, where a water channel transported the water into an underground
reservoir along the eastern wall of a storage building containing multiple storage tanks. The water from the reservoir was lifted by means of a system of pulleys and wheels, turned by animals, to a tank that supplied an aqueduct which ran south carrying water up to the western wall before turning east. The water was later distributed throughout the
garden through earthenware pipes embedded underground. The fountains in the central tank consisted of large vessels made of copper and inter-connected through copper pipes and the drop from the 9.47 m (31.1 ft) high walls created the necessary water for the fountains.[41] Kali MosqueThe western building, a mosque, faces the
tombReligionAffiliationIslamEcclesiastical or organisational statusMosqueStatusActive[clarification needed]LocationLocationAgra, Uttar PradeshCountryIndiaAdministrationArchaeological Survey of IndiaArchitectureTypeMosque architectureStyleMughalSpecificationsDome(s)ThreeMaterialsRed sandstone Monument of National ImportanceOfficial
nameTaj Mahal and grounds:Kali Masjid and enclosure wallPart ofTaj MahalReference no.N-UP-A28-g The main gateway (darwaza) The Taj Mahal complex is enclosed by crenellated red sandstone walls on three sides, with the side facing the Yamuna river left open. Outside the complex walls, there are other mausoleums dedicated to Shah Jahan's
other wives, royals and favorite servants. The inner sides of the walls feature columned arcades, adorned with domed cuppola like chattris and smaller structures like the Music House interspersed between them. The main gateway, primarily built of marble, mirrors the tomb's architecture and incorporates intricate decorations like bas-relief and
pietra dura inlays. At the far end of the complex stand two similar buildings built of red sandstone, one of which is designated as a mosque and the other as a jawab, a structure to provide architectural symmetry. The mosque's design resembles others built during the era and the jawab has floors with inlaid patterns while lacking a mihrab.[15]
Animation showing the construction of the Taj Mahal The land on which the Taj Mahal is situated was present to the south of the walled city of Agra which was given to Shah Jahan by Raja Jai Singh I in exchange for a large palace in the centre of Agra.[17] The building was commissioned in 1631, and construction commenced in 1632.[25][15] An area
of roughly 1.2 hectares (3 acres) was excavated, filled with dirt to reduce seepage, and levelled at 50 metres (160 ft) above the riverbank level. In the tomb area, piles were dug and filled with lime and stone to form the footings of the tomb. The platform above the ground was constructed of brick and mortar.[24] The tomb complex was built mainly
using brick and lime mortar. The external surface of the main tomb building and the interior of the main cenotaph chamber is veneered with white marble. The other interior surfaces and other accessory buildings are lined with red sandstone coated with a red octet for protection, excluding the exterior surfaces of domes.[24] The white marble came
from Makrana in Rajasthan, while the red sandstone was quarried from Fatehpur Sikri in Uttar Pradesh. Many precious and semi-precious stones, used for decoration, were imported from across the world, including jade and crystal from China, turquoise from Tibet, Lapis lazuli from Afghanistan, sapphire from Sri Lanka and carnelian from Arabia. In
all, 28 types of precious and semi-precious stone were inlaid into the white marble.[48][24] It is believed that more than 20,000 artisans, labourers, painters and others were involved in the construction of the building. Specialist sculptors from Bukhara, calligraphers from Syria and Persia, designers from southern India, stone cutters from Baluchistan
and Italian artisans were employed.[15] Workmen constructed a colossal brick scaffold that mirrored the tomb rather than wooden scaffolds.[49] A 15 km (9.3 mi) long earthern ramp was built to transport marble and materials to the construction site, hauled on specially constructed wagons by teams of oxen and elephants.[50] An elaborate post-and-
beam pulley system was used to raise the blocks into the desired position. Water was drawn from the river by a series of an animal-powered devices.[51] When the structure was partially completed, the first ceremony was held at the mausoleum by Shah Jahan on 6 February 1643, of the 12th anniversary of the death of Mumtaz Mahal.[a][52]
Construction of the mausoleum was completed in 1648, but work continued on other phases of the project for another five years.[14] The Taj Mahal complex is believed to have been completed in its entirety in 1653 at a cost estimated at the time to be around I32 million, which in 2015 would be approximately X¥52.8 billion (US$827 million).[4]
Photograph of the Taj Mahal by Samuel Bourne, 1860s In December 1652, Shah Jahan's son Aurangzeb wrote a letter to his father about the tomb, the mosque and the assembly hall of the complex developing extensive leaks during the previous rainy season.[53] In 1658, Shah Jahan was deposed by Aurangzeb and put under house arrest at the nearby
Agra Fort from where he could see the Taj Mahal. Upon Shah Jahan's death in 1666, Aurangzeb buried him in the mausoleum next to his wife.[54] In the 18th century, the Jat rulers of Bharatpur attacked the Taj Mahal while invading Agra and took away two chandeliers, one of agate and another of silver, which had hung over the main cenotaph and
the gold and silver screen. Kanbo, a Mughal historian, said the gold shield which covered the 4.6-metre-high (15 ft) finial at the top of the main dome was also removed during the Jat despoliation.[55] By the late 19th century, parts of the buildings had fallen into disrepair. At the end of the century, British viceroy Lord Curzon ordered a restoration
project, which was completed in 1908.[56] He also commissioned the large lamp in the interior chamber and replaced the gardens with European-style lawns that are still in place today.[57] Protective wartime scaffolding, c. 1943 In 1942, the government erected scaffolding to disguise the building in anticipation of air attacks by the Japanese Air
Force.[58][59] Since Indian independence in 1947, the Archaeological Survey of India has been responsible for the maintenance of the monument.[60] During the India-Pakistan wars of 1965 and 1971, scaffolding was again erected to mislead bomber pilots.[61] In 1983, the Taj Mahal was designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site for being "the
jewel of Islamic art in India and one of the universally admired masterpieces of the world's heritage".[1] Since the late 20th century, the monument has been affected by environmental pollution which has turned the Taj Mahal yellow-brown.[62][63] Acid rain and pollution affecting the Yamuna River including the presence of Mathura Oil Refinery,
have contributed to the same.[64][65] After directives by the Supreme Court of India, in 1997 the Indian government set up the "Taj Trapezium Zone (TTZ)", a 10,400-square-kilometre (4,000 sq mi) area around the monument where strict emissions standards are in place.[66][67] Concerns for the tomb's structural integrity have recently been raised
because of a decline in the groundwater level in the Yamuna river basin, with cracks appearing in parts of the tomb in 2010 and the minarets surrounding the monument showing signs of tilting.[68] Minor damage was reported due to storms on 11 April 2018 and 31 May 2020.[69][70] In the 2020s, the Government of India has undertaken various
restoration measures, including placing mud packs to restore the white color and replacing broken marble.[71][72][73] Main article: Origins and architecture of the Taj Mahal § Concepts, symbolism and interpretations Taj Mahal has become a prominent image that is associated with India. Due to the global attention that it has received and the
millions of visitors it attracts, the Taj Mahal has become a prominent image that is associated with India, and in this way has become a symbol of India itself.[74] Along with being a renowned symbol of love, the Taj Mahal is also a symbol of Shah Jahan's wealth and power, and the fact that the empire had prospered under his rule.[75] Bilateral
symmetry, dominated by a central axis, has historically been used by rulers as a symbol of a ruling force that brings balance and harmony, and Shah Jahan applied that concept in the making of the Taj Mahal.[76] Additionally, the plan is aligned in the cardinal north-south direction and the corners have been placed so that when seen from the centre
of the plan, the sun can be seen rising and setting on the north and south corners on the summer and winter solstices respectively. This makes the Taj a symbolic horizon.[77] The planning and structure of the Taj Mahal, from the building itself to the gardens and beyond, is symbolic of Mumtaz Mahal's mansion in the garden of Paradise.[76] The
concept of gardens of paradise is extended into the building of the mausoleum as well. The structure is decorated with colorful relief and semi-precious stones using a technique called parchin kari, symbolizing grandeur.[78] The building appears to slightly change colour depending on the time of day and the weather. The white marble reflects
varying hues—pinkish in the morning, milky white during the day, golden in the moonlight, and sometimes even a bluish hue under certain lighting conditions. This effect is due to the marble's surface reacting to light and moisture, creating a magical and ever-changing visual experience. The sky has not only been incorporated in the design through
the reflecting pools but also through the surface of the building itself. This is another way to imply the presence of Allah at the site.[79] According to Ebba Koch, art historian and international expert in the understanding and interpretation of Mughal architecture and the Taj Mahal, the planning of the entire compound symbolises earthly life and the
afterlife, a subset of the symbolisation of the divine. The plan was split into two - one half is the white marble mausoleum itself and the gardens, and the other half is the red sandstone side, meant for worldly markets. Only the mausoleum is white so as to represent the enlightenment, spirituality and faith of Mumtaz Mahal. Koch has deciphered that
symbolic of Islamic teachings, the plan of the worldly side is a mirror image of the otherworldly side, and the grand gate in the middle represents the transition between the two worlds.[76] Visitors at the Taj Mahal The Taj Mahal is a major tourist attraction and attracts a large number of domestic and foreign visitors. About five million visitors visited
Taj Mahal in the financial year 2022-23.[3] A three-tier pricing system is in place, with a significantly lower entrance fee for Indian citizens and more expensive ones for foreigners. As of 2024[update], the fee for Indian citizens was I50, for citizens of SAARC and BIMSTEC countries, it was X540 and for other foreign tourists, it was X1,100. Visitors
are allowed through three gates and as polluting vehicles are not allowed near the complex, tourists must either walk or take electric buses from the designated parking areas. The complex is open on all days except on Friday from one hour before sunrise to 45 minutes before sunset.[80] The complex is open for limited night viewing on the day of the
full moon, excluding the month of Ramadan.[81] In 2019, to address overtourism, the site instituted fines for visitors who stayed longer than three hours.[82] As per a 2025 government report, the Taj Mahal earned X297 crore (US$35 million) over five years, making it the highest-earning ASI monument.[83] The small town to the south of the Taj,
known as Taj Ganji or Mumtazabad, was initially constructed with caravanserais, bazaars and markets to serve the needs of visitors and workers.[84] Lists of recommended travel destinations often feature the Taj Mahal, which also appears in several listings of seven wonders of the modern world, including the New Seven Wonders of the World, a poll
conducted in 2007.[85] Foreign dignitaries often visit the Taj Mahal on trips to India.[86][87]1[88][89] Jean-Baptiste Tavernier, one of the first European writers about the Taj Mahal Ever since its construction, the building has been the source of an admiration transcending culture and geography, and so personal and emotional responses have
consistently eclipsed scholastic appraisals of the monument.[90] A longstanding myth holds that Shah Jahan planned a mausoleum to be built in black marble as a Black Taj Mahal across the Yamuna river.[12] The idea originates from fanciful writings of Jean-Baptiste Tavernier, a European traveler and gem merchant, who visited Agra in 1665. It was
suggested that his son Aurangzeb overthrew Shah Jahan before it could be built. Ruins of blackened marble across the river in the Mehtab Bagh seeming to support the argument were, however, proven false after excavations carried out in the 1990s found that they were discolored white stones that had turned black.[91] A more credible theory for
the origins of the black mausoleum was demonstrated in 2006 by archaeologists who reconstructed part of the pool in the Mehtab Bagh. A dark reflection of the white mausoleum could clearly be seen, befitting Shah Jahan's obsession with symmetry and the positioning of the pool itself.[92] No concrete evidence exists for claims that describe, often in
horrific detail, the deaths, dismemberment and mutilations which Shah Jahan supposedly inflicted on various architects and craftsmen associated with the tomb.[93][94] Some stories claim that those involved in construction signed contracts committing themselves to have no part in any similar design.[95] No evidence exists for claims that Lord
William Bentinck, governor-general of India in the 1830s, supposedly planned to demolish the Taj Mahal and auction off the marble. Bentinck's biographer John Rosselli says that the story arose from Bentinck's fund-raising sale of discarded marble from Agra Fort.[96] Another myth suggests that beating the silhouette of the finial will cause water to
come forth. To this day, officials find broken bangles surrounding the silhouette.[97] Several myths, none of which are supported by the archaeological record, have appeared asserting that people other than Shah Jahan and the original architects were responsible for the construction of the Taj Mahal. For instance, in 2000, India's Supreme Court
dismissed P. N. Oak's petition to declare that a Hindu king built the Taj Mahal.[95][98] In 2005, a similar petition brought by Amar Nath Mishra, a social worker and preacher claiming that the Taj Mahal was built by the Hindu king Paramardi in 1196, was dismissed by the Allahabad High Court.[99] Several court cases and statements by right-wing
politicians about Taj Mahal being a Hindu temple have been inspired by P. N. Oak's 1989 book Taj Mahal: The True Story, in which he claimed it was built in 1155 AD and not in the 17th century.[100][101] In November 2015, the Union Minister of Culture stated in the Indian Parliament that there was no evidence that it was ever a temple.[102] In
August 2017, the Archaeological Survey of India declared that there was no evidence to suggest the monument ever housed a temple.[103] Another such unsupported theory, that the Taj Mahal was designed by an Italian, Geronimo Vereneo, held sway for a brief period after it was first promoted by Henry George Keene in 1879. Keene went by a
translation of a Spanish work, Itinerario (The Travels of Fray Sebastian Manrique, 1629-1643). Another theory, that a Frenchman named Austin of Bordeaux designed the Taj, was promoted by William Henry Sleeman based on the work of Jean-Baptiste Tavernier. These ideas were revived by Father Hosten and discussed again by E. B. Havell and
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the Taj Mahal at UNESCO "Outlying Buildings". Taj Mahal. Archived from the original on 4 February 2015. Retrieved 7 February 2015. Retrieved from " The Taj Mahal is one of the best mausoleums of all times. It is a monument built with ivory-white marble located in Agra, Uttar Pradesh. It has made India proud by making a room in the Seven
Wonders of the World several times. Millions of tourists are allured by its beauty and glory. The Taj Mahal History has its own interesting story behind its inspiration and construction. For all curious minds, here is a description about the monument. Come, let’s have a walk through the Taj Mahal History in English with most of the details. In the
sixteenth century, the tomb was built by a Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan (son of Mughal Emperor Jahangir), for his wife as a tribute to her after her demise. Shah Jahan, at the age of 14, married a Persian princess, Mumtaz Mahal. He had many wives but was intensely in love with Mumtaz and she too returned the same. Mumtaz was known for her
mesmerizing beauty and grace. In 1632, unfortunately, after giving birth to their 14th child, a baby girl, (who was later named as Jahanara) Mumtaz Mahal passed away. The last wish to Shah Jahan was, he would not marry again and would build a palace (Mahal) as an essence of their infinite love. It was the same year when Shah Jahan started
building the monument for his beloved wife. Let’s move further in the Taj Mahal History and see what happen next in time. The construction of The Taj Mahal took many years. Several laborers, masons, artisans, inlayers, painters, stone-cutters and calligraphers were called from not only different parts of the country but also from all over Asia and
Iran. Around 22000 laborers worked extremely hard for making this white castle. Most of the white marble was brought from Rajasthan, India. The construction was completed in 1653 as mentioned in the Taj Mahal History. It is said that after the construction Shah Jahan had cut the hands of all the laborers so that they cannot make such a beautiful
monument again. Shah Jahan had for sons, among whom was Auarangzeb. Shah Jahan wanted his eldest son to become his heir but Aurangzeb, in the greed of the thrown, overthrew and imprisoned Shah Jahan and had a conflict with his brothers for the sake of the thrown. Shah Jahan could not bear all this and died in 1666 as per the history records.
Then, he was also buried alongside of Mumtaz Mahal under the dome of the palace. Taj Mahal History does not ends here, let see what happen during the British rule in India. Moving down in the history, in 1908, Viceroy Lord Curzon under restoration project had sent his soldiers to mold out all the precious and semi-precious stones from the walls of
Taj Mahal. The gardens you see around the Taj were redesigned in British style during that time, they are not the same as was earlier. Later on in 1941, there was an Indo-Pak war. The Taj was scaffolded with sheets during the war in order to prevent the shine and brightness of it. Being affected from pollution and acid rain, The Taj Mahal still
manages to maintain its whiteness and grace just as it was centuries ago. It has proved to be the best illustration of beauty and elegance and is the symbol of boundless love, The True Love. Here we end the Taj Mahal History in English, let us know if you know anything that can be added here.



