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Most	PhD	students	must	navigate	a	challenging	viva	presentation	to	defend	their	doctorate.	This	typically	begins	with	a	short	presentation	by	the	candidate,	where	the	structure	is	crucial	for	effectively	conveying	key	messages.	To	develop	an	effective	viva	presentation	structure,	several	factors	should	be	considered.	The	key	to	a	successful	viva
presentation	lies	in	choosing	a	structure	that	effectively	communicates	the	main	message	of	a	PhD	thesis.	Two	common	approaches	are	structures	around	key	findings	and	key	arguments,	both	of	which	offer	unique	advantages	and	challenges.	A	structure	centered	on	key	findings	emphasizes	the	empirical	aspects	of	a	thesis,	making	it	essential	to
narrow	down	the	presentation	to	focus	on	crucial	data	points.	However,	this	can	be	challenging	in	terms	of	time	management,	as	the	presenter	must	discuss	their	theoretical	framework	within	the	allotted	timeframe.	On	the	other	hand,	a	structure	based	on	key	arguments	takes	a	more	high-level	approach,	integrating	theoretical	and	empirical	insights
to	support	an	idea.	This	method	requires	a	deeper	understanding	of	both	aspects	and	can	result	in	a	stronger	academic	presentation.	Another	option	is	to	organize	the	viva	around	case	studies	or	study	contexts,	which	are	particularly	suitable	for	social	sciences	and	humanities	research	that	involves	comparative	analyses.	In	this	structure,	the
presenter	would	discuss	their	theoretical	framework	and	research	approach	before	presenting	multiple	cases.	Ultimately,	the	chosen	structure	should	reflect	the	main	message	of	the	PhD	thesis	and	be	tailored	to	the	individual's	needs.	By	considering	what	works	best	for	each	topic,	presenters	can	create	a	compelling	narrative	that	engages	the
examiners.	Tip	#1:	Use	Images	Wisely,	Use	PowerPoint	Effectively	Research	shows	that	images	enhance	memory	and	learning.	Utilize	powerful	images	to	support	your	message	by	inserting	text	into	blank	spaces.	Tip	#2:	Follow	the	Academic	Presentation	Formula	Adhere	to	a	tried-and-true	formula	for	academic	presentations,	which	varies	slightly	by
field.	For	sociology,	this	includes	an	introduction,	theoretical	framework,	research	question,	methodology,	case	selection,	background,	literature	review,	and	conclusion.	Tip	#3:	Share	Your	Research	Insights	Avoid	presenting	information	that's	already	well-known;	instead,	focus	on	your	new	findings	and	contributions.	Discuss	your	data	or	case	study
beyond	the	initial	six	minutes	of	your	15-minute	presentation.	Tip	#4:	Practice	Your	Presentation	Rehearse	your	entire	presentation	several	times	to	ensure	it	fits	within	the	allotted	time	frame.	Practicing	will	also	improve	the	flow	of	your	talk.	Tip	#5:	Respect	Time	Limits	Prepare	and	deliver	a	presentation	that	aligns	with	the	designated	time	slot
(e.g.,	10	minutes	for	a	10-minute	talk).	A	general	rule	is	two	minutes	per	typed,	double-spaced	page.	Tip	#6:	Engage	Your	Audience	Don't	read	from	your	paper;	instead,	aim	to	captivate	your	audience	through	a	conversational	tone,	emotional	delivery,	and	varied	pitch.	What	makes	a	presentation	truly	fantastic?	We'd	love	to	hear	about	it	in	the
comments	below!	Are	you	interested	in	learning	more	about	publishing	your	research?	Check	out	our	Wiley	Researcher	Academy,	an	online	author	training	program	designed	to	help	researchers	develop	essential	skills	and	knowledge	for	successful	publication.	Now,	let's	dive	into	the	structure	of	a	thesis	presentation.	After	establishing	the
preliminary	steps,	we'll	break	down	the	content	of	the	thesis.	**Title	Page**	A	title	page	is	crucial	as	it	sets	the	tone	for	your	entire	presentation.	In	one	glance,	you	need	to	convey	essential	information	such	as:	-	Thesis	defense	topic	-	Design	style	-	Color	scheme	-	Typography	The	key	is	striking	visuals	and	clean	typography.	For	example,	our	ecology
thesis	uses	illustrations	of	a	natural	landscape	and	a	blue	tone	to	represent	nature.	**Introduction**	Following	the	title	page,	include	an	introduction	slide	that	explains	your	research	goals,	importance	in	the	field,	and	why	you	chose	it.	Throughout	the	presentation,	maintain	coherence	by	sticking	to	consistent	design	elements,	including	typography
and	style.	A	visual	example	showcases	different	landscapes	and	animals	to	engage	the	audience.	**Literature	Review**	This	slide	aims	to	illustrate	your	knowledge	of	the	thesis	topic	and	relevant	theories.	To	avoid	overwhelming	viewers,	use	bullet	points	for	clarity	and	consistency	with	your	chosen	tone	and	design.	Our	example	uses	blue	and	leaf
illustrations	to	reinforce	the	concept.	**Methodology**	This	section	is	crucial	as	it	enables	viewers	to	assess	the	rationality	and	validity	of	your	approach	and	results.	A	great	methodology	slide	explains:	-	The	method	used	-	Why	it	was	chosen	-	How	it	was	conducted	Use	graphics	like	charts	and	tables	to	aid	understanding,	keeping	text	concise	and
using	bullet	points	when	necessary.	When	presenting	your	thesis	defense	results,	the	focus	should	be	on	showcasing	your	findings	clearly	through	visual	aids.	This	includes	using	charts,	tables,	and	graphs	to	effectively	convey	your	data,	while	minimizing	written	text.	Once	you've	introduced	your	data,	it's	essential	to	help	your	audience	understand	its
significance	by	discussing	what	it	means	in	the	context	of	your	research	topic	and	discipline.	This	can	be	achieved	by	simplifying	complex	information	through	illustrations	or	infographics,	reducing	the	need	for	excessive	text.	In	addition,	addressing	any	outliers	or	anomalies	is	crucial	for	a	balanced	presentation.	As	I	prepare	for	my	upcoming	30-
minute	public	talk	during	my	PhD	defense,	I'm	seeking	advice	on	how	to	address	the	audience	at	the	start	of	my	presentation.	A	simple	"Hello	everyone"	feels	too	informal,	while	"Respected	members	of	the	examination	committee..."	might	be	considered	traditional	due	to	the	added	respect.	Referencing	specific	professors	by	name	may	seem	more
personal	but	could	also	come	across	as	overly	formal	or	even	awkward.	For	peers	and	friends,	a	straightforward	approach	works	well.	I'm	unsure	if	it's	necessary	to	explicitly	address	other	professors	and	lecturers	separately,	considering	my	primary	focus	is	on	presenting	my	research	findings	and	key	contributions	within	the	given	time	frame.
Effective	presentation	slides	are	vital	for	making	a	positive	impression	during	a	PhD	viva-voce	examination.	It's	crucial	to	decide	what	information	to	include	and	what	to	leave	out,	remembering	that	the	aim	is	to	highlight	major	research	findings	rather	than	detailing	every	piece	of	data	collected	over	the	course	of	the	research	program.	With	this	in
mind,	here	are	some	tips	for	preparing	presentation	slides:	starting	with	a	title	slide	that	includes	essential	details	such	as	title,	supervisor's	name	and	affiliation,	student's	name,	date,	and	any	other	relevant	information.	To	create	an	effective	PhD	defense	presentation,	start	by	listing	your	agenda	in	a	venue	presentation	outline.	Begin	with	a	brief
introduction	to	the	study's	background,	using	2-3	slides	and	bulleted	points	to	avoid	lengthy	paragraphs.	Next,	highlight	the	need	for	the	study	by	presenting	the	research	gap	and	existing	limitations	through	concept	schematics.	Clearly	state	the	problem	statement	in	4-5	lines,	indicating	the	purpose	and	intent	of	the	research.	List	the	key	research
objectives	in	a	numbered	format,	making	it	easy	to	follow.	Present	the	methodology	using	neat	flowcharts	or	schematics,	visually	representing	your	research	approach.	Discuss	important	research	findings	and	data	in	a	simple,	bulleted	manner,	using	graphs	like	bar	charts	and	pie	charts	to	support	your	claims	with	scientific	evidence.	Connect	your
findings	to	past	relevant	literature,	emphasizing	the	novelty	of	your	research	and	its	key	contributions.	Use	visual	aids	like	schematics,	graphs,	and	tables	where	necessary,	and	specify	experimental	conditions	as	needed.	Summarize	your	results,	concluding	with	societal	benefits	and	highlighting	the	importance	of	your	research.	Ensure	a	logical	flow
between	slides,	maintaining	uniformity	in	design	with	a	white	background	and	dark-colored	font,	and	use	legible	font	sizes	throughout.	Finally,	include	publication	details,	references,	an	acknowledgment	slide,	and	a	thank	you	slide	to	complete	your	presentation.	For	a	well-structured	PhD	defense,	use	standard	fonts	such	as	New	Roman	or	Arial	and
ensure	slide	numbers	are	visible	at	the	bottom	of	each	slide	to	facilitate	examiner	questioning.	Limit	presentations	to	50-55	slides,	aiming	for	a	20-30	minute	completion	time,	and	plan	accordingly	to	avoid	rushing.	Thoroughly	review	and	rehearse	your	slides	multiple	times	before	the	final	presentation	day.	Reference	materials,	including	sample	PPT
formats,	are	available	upon	request.
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