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Procrastination	is	a	terrible	habit,	isn't	it?	Many	of	us	know	what	it	feels	like	to	spend	all	night	cramming	for	a	test,	and	that	only	because	of	choosing	to	waste	a	perfectly	fine	weekend.	On	über-important	things	like	reaching	level	500	on	Candy	Crush	Saga	or	ensuring	that	Instagram	knows	what	you're	eating.	Too	bad	that	this	post	won't	make	a
procrastinator's	life	any	easier.	Casual	smartphone	games	are	a	great	way	to	waste	time,	whether	it	is	a	couple	of	minutes	or	a	couple	of	hours	you	have	to	spend.	They	require	little	to	no	dedication,	they're	easy	to	pick	up	and	play,	and	many	of	them	can	be	enjoyed	for	free.	That's	why	many	of	the	most	popular	games	on	mobile	belong	to	this
category.	And	below	we	have	7	casual	Android	games	we	think	you	should	try.	After	you're	done	studying	for	that	test,	of	course.	They're	all	fun	and	they're	all	free,	so	there's	nothing	stopping	you	from	giving	them	all	a	try.Which	of	these	casual	Android	games	you	like	best?	Any	great	games	we	should	have	included?	Let	us	know	in	the	comments!
Looking	for	a	new	game	to	play	on	your	Android	smartphone?	Don’t	know	which	ones	are	worth	downloading	and	spending	your	money	on?	I’ve	got	your	back	on	this	one.	As	PCWorld’s	Android	editor	(and	an	inveterate	gamer),	I’m	always	on	the	lookout	for	entertaining	Android	games.	If	you	have	a	game	you	love,	be	sure	to	share	it	in	the	Comments
below.One	of	the	more	unusual	sims	out	there,	Game	Dev	Story	puts	you	in	charge	of	your	own	game	company.	You’ll	hire	designers,	artists,	and	writers	in	an	effort	to	win	the	coveted	“Game	of	the	Year”	award.	The	first	time	I	opened	this	game	to	take	it	for	a	test	drive,	I	ended	up	playing	it	for	3	hours	straight.	Better	have	that	charger	ready:	Once
you	start,	you	won’t	want	to	put	it	down.Kairosoft’s	Game	Dev	Story	|	Price:	$2.97Who	knew	that	sending	rabbits	in	rockets	hurtling	through	space	would	make	a	great	premise	for	a	game?	In	Rocket	Bunnies,	you	are	a	bunny	in	a	rocket	(hence	the	title)	that	flies	from	planet	to	planet	attempting	to	rescue	your	long-eared	friends.	Levels	have	time
limits,	so	you	have	to	move	quickly	to	liberate	the	other	lagomorphs.	It’s	simple,	strange,	and	pretty	darn	fun.Defiant	Development’s	Rocket	Bunnies	|	Price:	FreeSure	it	may	be	a	tie-in	to	Rio,	the	animated	movie,	but	Angry	Birds	Rio	is	a	much	more	polished	and	challenging	game	than	the	original	Angry	Birds.	Though	you	won’t	be	crushing	any	green
piggies	in	this	version,	Angry	Birds	Rio	has	you	freeing	feathered	friends	that	a	gang	of	monkeys	has	captured.	If	you’re	an	Angry	Birds	fan,	you	owe	it	to	yourself	to	check	this	version	out	(just	avoid	the	movie	if	you	can).Rovio’s	Angry	Birds	Rio	|	Price:	FreeEasily	one	of	the	most	popular	mobile	games	on	both	iOS	and	Android,	Cut	the	Rope	is	a	crafty
puzzle	game	in	which	you	attempt	to	feed	candy	to	a	little	green	monster	named	Om	Nom.	The	game	starts	off	slow	and	easy	(you’ll	only	need	to	cut	one	or	two	ropes	to	feed	Om	Nom),	but	it	quickly	becomes	a	test	of	your	wits	and	reflexes	as	spiders	and	spikes	try	to	stop	you	from	getting	the	goodies	to	your	little	friend.	Do	you	have	what	it	takes	to
cut	the	rope?ZeptoLab’s	Cut	The	Rope	|	Price:	$0.99One	of	the	strangest	and	greatest	tower	defense	games	of	all	time,	Plants	vs.	Zombies	has	finally	shambled	onto	Android	(albeit	through	the	Amazon	App	Store).	In	PvZ,	you	must	defend	your	lawn,	pool,	and	roof	from	zombie	hordes	by	means	of	various	plants.	Each	plant	has	strengths	and
weaknesses,	and	you’ll	need	to	master	all	of	them	to	survive	each	wave	of	the	undead.	The	game	is	a	pretty	big	download,	so	you	should	connect	to	a	Wi-Fi	network	before	making	the	transfer.	Once	you	have	it	on	your	phone,	though,	those	zombies	won’t	know	what’s	hit	them.Popcap’s	Plants	vs.	Zombies	|	Price:	$2.99You	rarely	see	a	multiplayer
action	game	that	work	as	well	as	this	one	does	on	a	mobile	device.	Gun	Bros	is	a	twin-stick	shooter	with	some	RPG	characteristics.	As	you	defeat	wave	after	wave	of	enemies,	you	gain	money	(which	you	can	spend	on	better	equipment)	and	experience	(which	will	enable	you	to	take	your	character	up	a	level).	The	game	does	take	a	bit	of	power	to	run
so,	if	you	have	an	older	Android	device,	you	should	probably	skip	this	one.	Even	for	people	who	aren’t	big	action-game	fans,	at	the	low	price	of	free,	Gun	Bros	is	definitely	worth	getting.Glu	Mobile’s	Gun	Bros	|	Price:	FreeThousands	of	levels,	easy-to-learn	controls,	and	addictive	gameplay–all	for	free.	Bubble	Blast	2	is	easily	my	favorite	Android	game	of
all	time.	The	point	of	the	game	is	to	pop	all	the	bubbles	on	screen	within	a	set	number	of	pokes.	Not	all	bubbles	will	go	quietly	however,	as	some	will	require	two	or	more	pokes	before	they	pop.	With	more	than	6000	levels,	this	game	will	definitely	have	you	coming	back	for	more.Magma	Mobile’s	Bubble	Blast	2	|	Price:	FreeWith	colorful	8-bit-style
graphics,	Radiant	is	a	great-looking	game.	You’ll	spend	most	of	your	playing	time	dodging	asteroids	and	blowing	up	enemies.	Enemies	will	occasionally	drop	money,	which	you	can	use	to	upgrade	your	various	weapons.	At	the	end	of	each	section,	you’ll	encounter	a	massive	boss	that	you	must	defeat	before	moving	up	to	the	next	set	of	levels.	Radiant	is
loads	of	fun,	and	Hexage	has	also	released	an	HD	version	that	works	on	both	Android	phones	and	tablets.Hexage’s	Radiant	|	Price:	$2.38	“Hard”	is	an	understatement	when	it	comes	to	Meganoid.	The	game	can	be	downright	brutal	at	times	and,	once	you	beat	it,	you	unlock	an	even	harder	set	of	levels.	Meganoid	plays	very	much	the	way	Mega	Man
does:	You	have	to	get	from	point	A	to	point	B	without	getting	hit	by	any	of	the	dozens	of	obstacles	or	enemies	that	will	kill	you	with	a	single	touch.	Players	who	like	challenging	games	should	find	that	Meganoid	satisfies	their	masochistic	desires	nicely.	Just	don’t	expect	to	make	it	through	the	game	without	dying	at	least	once.	OrangePixel’s	Meganoid	|
Price:	Free	The	ultimate	sim	for	baseball	fans,	9	Innings:	Pro	Baseball	2011	lets	you	manage	your	own	baseball	team.	You	can	buy	or	trade	players	(each	with	real-life	stats),	and	build	a	baseball	dream	team.	The	better	you	play,	the	more	money	you’ll	get	to	spend	on	upgrading	your	team’s	stats.	With	baseball	season	coming	to	a	close,	9	Innings:	Pro
Baseball	can	help	fill	the	looming	void	until	next	spring.Com2uS’	9	Innings:	Pro	Baseball	2011	|	Price:	Free	U.K.	carrier	Vodafone	today	announced	the	launch	of	its	Vodafone	360	Shop	for	Android,	which	is	geared	toward	helping	developers	design	standard	widgets,	widgets	for	Opera	Mini	and	direct-to-carrier	billing	options.	It's	yet	another	option
outside	the	Android	Market,	which	has	seen	explosive	growth	but	continues	to	experience	growing	pains,	including	slowdowns,	and,	over	the	past	week	or	so,	disappearing	apps	and	mis-reported	download	numbers.	Check	out	Vodafone's	release	after	the	break.	[Vodafone]VODAFONE	LAUNCHES	360	SHOP	FOR	ANDROIDDevelopers	able	to	create
and	distribute	apps	tailored	to	Android	handsetsTuesday	15th	June,	2010.		Vodafone	today	announced	that	it	is	to	extend	thereach	of	the	Vodafone	360	services	with	the	launch	of	a	360	Shop	for	Android.The	announcement	highlights	Vodafone’s	commitment	to	bringing	the	360	Shopto	popular,	market-leading	handsets	and,	in	so	doing,	offering
developers	ahighly	attractive	native	or	cross-platform	proposition.The	360	Shop	on	Android	has	been	designed	specifically	to	ensure	thatcustomers	can	easily	search	for	and	browse	the	applications	most	suited	totheir	needs	and	interests.		This	is	achieved	through	a	sophisticatedpersonalised	recommendations	tool	and	dynamically	changing
promotional	areassuch	as	best	rated,	top	downloads,	categories	and	filtered	lists.	Featurecontent	promotions	will	be	run	by	local	market	editorial	experts	to	furthershowcase	locally	relevant	apps.	All	paid-for	content	is	charged	to	thecustomer	through	operator	billing,	with	funds	regularly	transferred	into	thedeveloper’s	bank	account,	making	it	simple
for	developers	to	keep	track	ofrevenue.Through	the	360	Shop	on	Android,	Vodafone	is	giving	apps	developers	theability	to	publish	either	JIL	or	native	Android	apps	in	the	360	Shop.Developers	can	also	take	advantage	of	existing	Vodafone	features	such	asclear	pricing,	a	transparent	review	process	and	in-depth	reporting.“Developers	want	to	know	that
their	app	will	be	seen	by	consumers,	and	the360	Shop	on	Android	has	been	designed	to	maximise	opportunities	for	contentpromotion,”	said	Lee	Epting,	Director	of	Content	Services	at	VodafoneGroup.	“Initial	data	is	showing	that	up	to	a	third	of	the	catalogue	getsexposed	in	a	single	day.	This	is	a	market-leading	approach	which	will	allowboth
customers	and	developers	to	get	great	value	out	of	the	360	Shop.”Tailored	for	the	Android	operating	system	and	directly	accessible	from	thehandset	home	screen,	the	360	Shop	on	Android	will	launch	this	summer	on	theHTC	Wildfire	and	Sony	Ericsson	Xperia	X10	Mini	Pro.	The	360	Shop	is	a	singledestination	for	all	digital	content,	integrating	music,
video,	ringtones	andapps,	ensuring	it	will	continue	to	serve	the	millions	of	existing	Vodafonelive!	customers.	Furthermore,	the	handsets	will	come	with	360	Music	servicesembedded	and	Vodafone	People	soon	available	as	a	download.To	date,	over	8,500	apps	have	been	published	to	the	360	Shop.	Eight	Europeanmarkets	range	over	100	different
handsets	capable	of	accessing	the	Vodafone360	services.	With	further	handsets	due	to	launch	throughout	the	year	withthe	360	Shop	pre-loaded,	Vodafone	360	will	continue	to	provide	the	developercommunity	with	greater	access	to	more	customers.	Playing	games	on	your	Android	phone	is	fun,	but	things	can	get	a	little	cramped	on	those	small
screens.	That's	when	it's	time	to	whip	out	your	handy-dandy	tablet	and	get	a	more	immersive	experience	going.	Here	are	some	of	our	favorite	games	to	play	on	a	nice,	big	slate	that	provides	plenty	of	room	to	tap	and	swipe.Featuring	one	of	the	more	seemingly	useless	creatures	of	the	franchise,	Pokemon:	Magikarp	Jump	is	a	cute	Pokemon	Go	spin-off
that	is	anything	but	derivative.	This	game	revolves	around	feeding	and	training	your	Magikarp	to	jump	as	well	as	keeping	it	safe	from	predatory	Pidgeottos.	Controlling	your	fishy	friend	involves	tapping	the	screen	to	perform	various	actions.	The	graphics	are	bright	and	adorable,	which	fits	with	the	game's	more	passive	nature.	Complete	with	tons	of
gaming	in-jokes,	Pokemon:	Magikarp	Jump	is	a	delightful	treasure.	An	interesting	take	on	endless-runner	games,	Flipping	Legend	is	a	fun,	fast-paced	game	with	retro-style	graphics.	You	control	your	character's	forward	movement	by	tapping	the	left	or	right	buttons;	the	twist	is	that	you	can	move	forward	only	diagonally,	not	vertically.	This	neat	shift
forces	you	to	think	differently	when	avoiding	obstacles	and	taking	down	enemies.	You	can	also	flip	backward	in	a	straight	line,	but	be	careful,	as	that	drains	your	special	meter.	You'll	race	against	your	steadily	declining	health	meter	to	reach	the	end	of	each	course.	The	game's	music	is	fantastic	and	complements	the	16-bit	feel	of	the	visuals.	Making
the	leap	to	mobile	platforms,	Jaipur	is	a	neat	card	game	that	revolves	around	trading	resources.	Set	in	ancient	India,	the	game	has	you	collect,	trade	and	sell	different	goods	in	an	effort	to	get	the	most	points.	The	rules	are	simple	to	grasp,	and	once	you	have	a	feel	of	the	gameplay,	rounds	go	by	very	smoothly.	The	graphics	are	lovely,	and	the
background	music	and	sound	effects	evoke	the	feeling	of	a	bustling	marketplace.	Plus,	each	match	is	relatively	fast;	you	can	play	an	entire	set	against	an	opponent	in	less	than	30	minutes.	The	mobile	version	of	the	long-anticipated	sequel	Injustice	2	is	finally	out!	Choose	from	among	your	favorite	DC	heroes	and	villains	and	duke	it	out	on	several
beautifully	rendered	stages.	The	brawling	mechanics	are	simple	to	grasp,	and	attacks	can	be	done	via	tapping	or	swiping	your	screen.	When	your	character's	meter	is	full,	you	can	unleash	a	devastating	super	move.	The	characters	move	very	smoothly	and	the	cutscenes	are	stunning	and	full	of	minor	graphic	details.	Injustice	2	also	offers	various
single-player	and	multiplayer	gameplay	modes,	and	lets	you	customize	your	characters	to	better	their	strengths	and	defenses.	Whether	you're	a	hard-core	comics	nerd	or	merely	a	fighting	game	enthusiast,	Injustice	2	is	a	must-get.	Produced	by	a	national	museum,	Father	and	Son	is	quiet	and	fun	point-and-click	adventure	game.	You	play	as	Michael,
who	is	researching	his	archaeological	father's	past.	During	the	game,	you'll	travel	to	different	points	in	time	and	make	choices	that	will	affect	the	ending.	The	touch	screen	is	used	to	move,	interact	with	objects	and	decide	actions.	The	story	line	is	intriguing,	and	the	graphics	are	rich	and	reminiscent	of	museum-quality	fine	art.	If	you're	looking	for	a
unique	and	interactive	adventure,	add	the	game	to	your	library.	Everyone's	favorite	mustachioed	plumber	is	back	for	adventure	in	this	addictive	side-scrolling,	endless	runner.	In	this	game,	Mario	runs	from	left	to	right	automatically	and	you	jump,	double	jump,	or	jump	and	spin	kick	by	tapping	the	screen.	The	game	can	be	straightforward	and	simple,
with	you	barreling	through	each	level,	or	you	can	challenge	yourself	by	collecting	five	pink	coins	in	each	level.	However,	there	is	a	small	catch.	While	the	free	version	offers	you	a	limited	number	of	levels,	you	must	pay	$9.99	to	can	access	all	the	worlds.	The	sequel	to	Drop	Wizard,	Drop	Wizard	Tower	is	a	fun,	free	2D	game	with	a	great	early	'90s-retro
vibe.	Your	character	is	a	wizard	who's	trying	to	advance	up	a	tower	by	killing	various	enemies	by	first	stunning	them	with	a	star	and	then	running	into	them	after	they're	dazed.	The	graphics	and	the	music	evoke	a	feeling	of	old-school	platformers	such	as	Alex	Kidd,	and	the	gameplay	offers	just	enough	of	a	challenge	to	keep	you	on	your	toes.	Name	a
fun	game-show	adaptation	that's	sure	to	keep	you	occupied.	If	you	guessed	Family	Feud	Live,	you're	a	winner.	Although	the	game	is	bereft	of	Steve	Harvey	and	his	ad-libbed	quips,	Family	Feud	Live	offers	three	addictive	gaming	modes	and	lets	you	play	against	your	friends	or	strangers.	The	game	offers	classic,	tournament	and	fast-money	modes.
Classic	mode	plays	just	like	the	show,	with	three	rounds	and	escalating	point	totals.	Tournament	mode	is	similar	but	requires	you	to	defeat	three	opponents.	Fast	money	is	similar	to	the	final	round,	in	which	you	have	to	guess	the	top	answers	to	five	questions.	Set	in	a	lethal	circus,	Penarium	is	a	bizarre	and	fun	2D-arena	platformer	in	which	your	only
goal	is	to	survive	an	onslaught	of	hazards	for	a	mad	audience.	The	game	casts	you	as	hapless	innocent	Willy	who	is	tasked	with	collecting	barrels	and	coins.	Although	the	game	starts	off	with	easy	hazards,	after	every	five	barrels,	the	dangers	get	harder	and	harder.	Before	you	know	it,	you'll	be	dodging	ice	spikes,	bees	and	heat-seeking	missiles.	You
use	your	touch	screen	to	control	Willy'’s	movements	and	guide	him	to	safety.	The	challenge	is	as	much	a	part	of	the	charm	as	are	the	cool	throwback	graphics	and	the	silly,	circus-like	music.	Arkanoid	vs.	Space	Invaders	is	a	fun	crossover	puzzle	game	developed	by	Square	Enix.	Much	of	the	gameplay	is	based	around	Arkanoid,	the	classic	game	in
which	you	use	a	paddle	to	deflect	aliens'	shots	back	to	destroy	either	their	spaceships	or	bricks.	In	typical	Square	Enix	fashion,	the	game	has	an	in-depth	story	and	a	good	justification	as	to	why	aliens	are	bobbing	and	weaving	through	bricks	trying	to	colonize	peaceful	planets,	but	you	can	skip	this	story	if	you're	not	into	it.	The	biggest	selling	point	is
that	there	are	no	unnecessary	in-app	purchases,	which	is	a	refreshing	change	of	pace	when	buying	a	fully	realized	mobile	game.	Perfect	for	the	retro	gamer	on	the	go,	Sega	Forever	is	an	amazing	app	that	allows	you	to	play	several	games	originally	released	on	Sega	consoles,	from	mega-hits	such	as	Sonic	the	Hedgehog	to	the	critically	acclaimed	but
obscure	Comix	Zone.	The	emulation	on	these	games	is	pitch-perfect,	the	touch-screen	controls	work	like	a	charm,	and	with	the	addition	of	cloud	saves,	you	won't	have	to	worry	about	losing	your	progress.	Although	the	library	is	small,	more	games	will	be	added	in	the	near	future,	turning	this	app	into	a	Netflix	for	retro	Sega	games.	Although	Run	or
Die	gives	away	most	of	its	premise	in	its	title,	this	side-scrolling,	endless	runner	has	a	few	extra	tricks	up	its	sleeve.	The	game	contains	170	detailed	levels	with	day-and-night-cycle	variations.	In	addition	to	running,	you'll	also	have	to	jump,	slide	and	use	various	abilities	in	order	to	stay	alive.	The	touch-screen	controls	are	very	responsive,	which	is
perfect	since	you'll	have	to	make	split-second	decisionsto	avoid	dying.	Along	with	a	standard	level,	Run	or	Die	also	contains	a	very	helpful	training	mode,	an	endless	mode	and	a	challenge	mode,	in	which	you	can	compare	your	times	to	players	around	the	world.	This	underground,	indie	fighting-game	hit	has	finally	made	the	leap	from	consoles	to	the
small	screen.	Created	as	a	love	letter	to	fans	of	the	Capcom	Versus	series,	Skullgirls	is	a	fun	fighter	with	the	distinction	of	having	a	majority-female	roster.	Instead	of	a	six-button	and	joystick	structure	(which	is	not	possible	to	comfortably	replicate	on	a	touch	screen),	Skullgirls	uses	a	simplified	control	scheme	in	which	swipes	and	taps	are	used	to
execute	attacks.	The	game's	graphics	are	beautiful	and	complement	the	jazzy	and	jaunty	music	to	evoke	an	old-school	Hollywood	glamor	feel.	Whether	you're	a	fighting	game	nerd	or	just	a	sucker	for	cartoonish	violence,	you'll	get	a	major	kick	out	of	Skullgirls.	The	first	thing	to	notice	about	Old	Man's	Journey	is	the	beautiful	art,	which	gives	the	game
a	distinctive	look	and	feel.	In	this	gorgeous	mobile	game,	your	goal	is	to	help	an	old	man	on	a	journey	by	using	your	touchscreen	to	manipulate	his	surroundings.	For	example,	you	can	enlarge	a	hill	to	help	the	man	get	to	higher	ground	or	tap	sheep	to	move	them	aside	so	your	character	can	pass.	Instead	of	relying	on	words,	the	game	tells	a	rich	story
using	actions	and	music	for	a	more	immersive	experience.	If	you're	a	fan	of	NASCAR	and	stock	car	racing,	NASCAR	Heat	Mobile	is	a	great	addition	to	your	Android	tablet.	Thegameplay	involves	tapping	or	tilting	your	phone	in	order	to	steer.	The	controls	don't	feel	too	stiff,	and	the	maneuvering	is	pretty	smooth.	You	can	generate	resources	by
constructing	a	Fan	Zone	and	use	said	resources	to	enhance	your	car	or	hire	drivers	who	have	their	own	souped-up	vehicles.	Although	winning	every	race	is	important,	NASCAR	Heat	Mobile	also	has	extra	objectives	such	as	maintaining	a	high	average	lap	speed.	Overall,	the	gorgeous	graphics	and	inspired	tracks	will	keep	you	doing	one	more	lap.
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