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Nowhere	else	on	the	TOEFL	will	you	be	expected	to	read	so	much	English	and	know	such	a	wide	variety	of	vocab	words.	And	on	top	of	that,	youll	have	to	answer	dozens	of	questions	on	what	youve	read.	No	wonder	many	TOEFL	students	feel	intimidated	by	the	Reading	section.However,	TOEFL	Reading	is	actually	one	of	the	more	straightforward
sections	of	the	exam,	and	knowing	what	to	expect	will	make	it	a	lot	easier	to	ace	this	section	on	test	day.Read	this	guide	to	learn	exactly	what	types	of	questions	youll	see	on	this	section	and	how	to	answer	them.	We	also	outlinethe	best	TOEFL	Reading	strategies	to	supercharge	yourprep	and	the	TOEFL	Reading	tips	that	can	help	you	geta	top	score	on
test	day.	Overview	of	the	TOEFL	Reading	SectionReading	is	the	first	section	on	the	TOEFL,	and	its	designed	to	test	your	ability	to	understand	university-level	academic	texts	and	passages.Youll	have	60-80	minutes	to	answer	questions	based	on	three	to	four	passages.	The	variation	in	time	and	length	is	due	to	the	fact	that	some	test	takers	will	have	un-
scored	experimental	questions	in	their	TOEFL	Reading	section,	making	it	extra	long,	while	others	will	have	experimental	questions	during	their	Listening	section	instead.	You	wont	know	which	questions	are	experimental	and	which	are	graded,	so	try	not	to	worry	about	it	too	much.Each	of	the	TOEFL	Reading	passages	will	be	about	700	words	long,
and	theyll	be	followed	by	about	12-14	questions.The	passages	are	from	university-level	textbooks	that	introduce	a	topic	or	discipline.	What	Types	of	Questions	Are	There	on	TOEFL	Reading?You	will	come	across	three	different	types	of	questions	as	you	read	through	the	TOEFL	Reading	passages.	Since	its	important	to	know	what	to	expect,	in	this
section	we	explain	the	different	types	of	question	and,	for	each	question	type,	give	an	official	sample	question	and	response	tips.	Standard	Multiple	ChoiceYou	likely	have	a	lot	of	experience	with	these	types	of	questions.	For	each	question	there	are	four	answer	choices,	only	one	of	which	is	correct.	Youll	need	to	choose	the	correct	one.This	is,	by	far,
the	most	common	question	type	youll	see	in	TOEFL	Reading.	These	questions	may	ask	you	about	the	passage	as	a	whole,	specific	sentences	or	phrases	in	the	passage,	or	the	meaning	of	a	particular	word	that	was	used.	Sample	Question	TOEFL	Reading	Tips	for	AnsweringRead	every	answer	choice.	This	may	seem	like	obvious	advice,	but	on	the	day	of
the	test	its	easy	to	see	an	option	that	looks	pretty	good,	choose	it,	and	move	along	to	the	next	question	without	checking	to	make	sure	there	isnt	a	better	option.	ETS	will	try	to	make	some	answer	choices	sound	like	the	right	answer,	when	theyre	actually	not.	Reading	through	all	your	options	will	help	you	avoid	getting	fooled.Look	for	evidence	in	the
passage.	Every	correct	answer	will	be	supported	by	evidence	in	the	passage,	even	if	its	not	immediately	obvious.	If	youre	unsure	of	which	answer	is	correct,	go	back	and	skim	the	passage	for	clues.To	get	more	tipson	TOEFL	Readings	tricky	Inference	questions,	watch	this	video:Inserting	a	SentenceFor	each	passage,	there	will	be	one	Inserting	a
Sentence	question.For	these	questions,	you	will	be	shown	a	paragraph	from	the	passage,	as	well	as	a	sentence	that	is	to	be	added	to	it.	There	will	be	four	different	places	where	the	new	sentence	can	be	inserted,	and	your	job	is	to	select	the	spot	where	the	sentence	best	fits.	Sample	Question	TOEFL	Reading	Tips	for	AnsweringFor	each	of	the	four
options,	briefly	read	through	the	entire	paragraph	with	the	new	sentence	inserted	into	the	marked	place.	Dont	be	tempted	to	skim	the	options	or	stop	after	the	first	option	if	it	sounds	good	enough.	These	questions	are	designed	to	be	somewhat	tricky,	and	there	will	always	be	answers	that	sound	pretty	good	but	arent	the	correct	answer.	By
considering	each	placement	option	carefully,	youll	reduce	the	chance	of	answering	incorrectly.Consider	if	the	meaning	of	the	paragraph	changes	depending	on	where	the	sentence	is	placed.	The	correct	answer	will	keep	the	original	meaning	the	same.	Reading	to	LearnReading	to	Learn	questions	may	be	less	familiar	to	you.	These	questions	ask	you	to
organize	the	main	points	of	the	passage	in	either	a	chart	or	a	summary.	There	will	be	one	of	these	questions	for	each	passage.Unlike	the	other	Reading	questions,	which	are	all	worth	one	point,	Reading	to	Learn	questions	are	worth	two	to	three	points.	It	is	possible	to	get	partial	credit.	Sample	Question	TOEFL	Reading	Tips	for	AnsweringThese
questions	can	be	a	bit	confusing	if	you	havent	seen	them	before,	so	be	sure	to	practice	them	while	youre	studying	(see	next	section	for	practice	materials).For	questions	that	ask	you	to	select	main	ideas	from	the	passage	(like	the	sample	question	above),	dont	be	fooled	by	minor	facts.	Its	easy	to	think	these	are	the	correct	answer	if	theyre	mentioned	in
the	passage	because	it	seems	like	theres	supporting	evidence,	but	if	it	wasnt	a	main	point	of	the	passage,	dont	include	it.Dont	be	afraid	to	skim	the	passage	again	if	you	need	help	answering	these	questions.	Look	for	main	ideas	and	key	points	that	were	made.Always	double-check	your	answer	to	make	sure	it	seems	logical	before	moving	on	to	the	next
question.To	get	more	tips	on	TOEFL	Readings	Table	questions,	watch	this	video:	TOEFL	Reading	Study	StrategiesThis	section	is	fairly	straightforward,	but	you	should	still	prepare	for	it	in	order	to	get	your	best	score	on	test	day.	Use	these	TOEFL	Reading	tipsto	get	the	most	out	of	your	studying.	Take	Practice	TOEFL	Reading	TestsAny	reading	that
you	do	in	English	can	help	strengthen	your	skills	and	help	you	do	better	on	the	TOEFL	Reading	section,	but	its	especially	important	to	take	practice	TOEFL	Reading	tests.Taking	practice	Reading	sections	will	help	you	strengthen	your	critical	reading	skills	and	become	more	familiar	with	the	types	of	questions	youll	see.We	have	a	guide	to	all	the	best
TOEFL	Reading	practice	resources,	including	numerous	free	and	official	practice	questions.	Check	it	out	to	get	some	great	study	materials	for	TOEFL	Reading.	Practice	Reading	Academic	TextsDoing	practice	Reading	questions	will	help	you	become	more	familiar	with	the	exam,	but	you	should	also	be	sure	to	read	regularly	in	order	to	improve	your
critical	reading	skills.The	best	material	to	read	is	university-level	academic	texts	that	introduce	a	topic,	since	TOEFL	Reading	passages	come	from	these	types	of	books.	Examples	include	any	university-level	books	with	the	words	Introduction	or	Beginning	in	the	title	(such	as	Introduction	to	Victorian	Literature	or	Beginning	Zoology.	You	can	also	look
at	100-level	college	classes	and	see	which	textbooks	they	assign	students.	These	are	likely	introductory	texts.If	you	dont	own	any	of	these	books	yourself,	ask	a	friend	who	has	started	university	if	you	can	borrow	some	of	the	books	they	used	their	first	year,	or	visit	your	local	library	for	university	textbooks.Try	to	read	at	least	a	few	pages	from	these
books	every	day.	Its	more	useful	to	do	a	little	reading	every	day	than	to	try	and	cram	a	lot	of	reading	in	at	one	time	since	this	can	make	it	hard	to	take	in	a	lot	of	information,	and	its	not	as	close	to	what	TOEFL	reading	comprehension	islike.As	you	read,	pause	every	few	paragraphs	and	think	about	what	youve	read.	What	points	is	the	author	trying	to
make?	How	are	they	supporting	those	statements?	Are	there	any	words	you	arent	sure	of?	Try	to	figure	out	what	they	mean	from	their	context,	but	if	you	still	dont	know,	look	them	up.(Remember,	you	wont	need	to	know	vocab	thats	specific	to	a	particular	field	or	subject.	For	example,	if	youre	reading	a	biology	textbook	and	come	across	the	phrase,
The	cytoplasm	was	transferred,	you	should	know	what	transferred	means,	but	you	dont	need	to	worry	about	cytoplasm	since	its	a	word	you	wont	often	encounter	outside	the	field	of	biology.)	Read	the	next	point	for	more	tips	on	learning	useful	vocab	words.By	reading	academic	texts	regularly,	youll	improve	your	English	reading	skills	and	be	more
prepared	for	whatever	passages	the	TOEFL	throws	at	you.	Strengthen	Your	VocabularyA	strong	vocabulary	is	important	for	every	part	of	the	TOEFL,	but	it	will	help	you	most	on	the	Reading	section	where	youll	come	across	the	most	words	and	occasionally	have	questions	that	directly	ask	you	what	a	specific	word	means.Reading	in	English	regularly
will	help	you	learn	new	words	and	expand	your	vocabulary,	and	you	can	also	check	out	our	guide	to	the	327	vocab	words	you	need	to	know	for	the	TOEFL	for	more	ideas!	You	dont	need	to	memorize	the	dictionary,	but	expanding	your	vocabulary	will	help	you	on	TOEFL	Reading.	Decide	if	Taking	Notes	Helps	YouSome	people	find	taking	brief	notes
while	theyre	reading	the	passages	helps	them	remember	what	they	read	and	answer	questions	more	easily.	Others	dont	get	much	benefit	from	the	notes	and	only	get	slowed	down	by	it.Before	test	day,	you	should	know	which	method	works	better	for	you.While	youre	taking	your	practice	TOEFL	Reading	tests,	try	taking	notes	for	some	and	no	notes	for
others.	Which	method	helped	you	get	a	higher	score?	Did	you	find	one	made	you	feel	more	comfortable	or	confident	than	the	other?	Did	you	still	have	enough	time	to	answer	all	the	questions?	Think	about	which	one	you	prefer,	and	follow	that	method	on	exam	day.By	having	your	game	plan	set	before	you	take	the	actual	TOEFL,	youll	feel	more
confident	and	prepared,	which	can	help	you	score	higher!	TOEFL	Reading	Tips	for	Test	DayReading	is	the	first	section	youll	complete	on	test	day,	and	youll	want	to	start	the	test	on	a	high	note.	Below	are	four	tips	to	help	you	get	through	the	Reading	section	smoothly.	Decide	How	You	Want	to	Approach	TOEFL	ReadingPassagesLike	we	discussed
above	with	taking	notes,	different	Reading	strategies	work	best	for	different	people,	and	youll	want	to	have	your	plan	of	attack	ready	when	you	sit	down	to	take	the	TOEFL.How	should	you	approach	the	Reading	passages?	Some	people	prefer	to	read	the	questions	first	so	they	know	what	to	look	for	when	reading,	while	others	dive	right	into	the
passage.	For	most	people,	I	find	its	best	to	start	reading	the	passage	right	away	since	reading	the	questions	first	can	eat	up	your	time,	and	youll	likely	have	to	go	back	and	skim	the	passage	when	answering	questions	anyway.	However,	this	approach	doesnt	work	for	everyone	and,	like	taking	notes,	you	should	try	the	two	methods	on	practice	Reading
sections	to	figure	out	which	one	works	best	for	you.	Come	test	day,	youll	have	a	plan	for	exactly	how	youll	approach	the	passages	and	answer	the	questions.	Pace	YourselfIf	you	spend	an	equal	amount	of	time	on	each	passage,	youll	have	20	minutes	to	read	one	passage	and	answer	its	accompanying	12-14	questions.	Thats	not	a	lot	of	time,	so	youll
need	to	pace	yourself	during	the	exam.Each	person	will	have	a	slightly	different	timeline,	but	you	should	aim	to	spend	about	five	minutes	reading	each	passage	and	one	minute	answering	each	question.	Taking	practice	tests	will	help	you	refine	your	time	management	skills.	Dont	lose	track	of	time	when	youre	taking	the	TOEFL	Reading	section.	Dont
Get	Tripped	Up	on	One	QuestionOn	the	Reading	section	especially,	its	easy	to	get	stuck	on	one	question	and	keep	searching	the	passage	for	some	clue	youve	missed.	If	youre	not	paying	attention,	you	may	not	notice	that	several	minutes	have	slipped	by	with	you	staying	stuck	on	the	same	question.This	can	really	end	up	hurting	your	score	if	you	end	up
not	having	enough	time	to	answer	other	questions,	so	its	something	you	want	to	avoid.During	the	exam,	keep	an	eye	on	the	clock	or	your	watch,	and	if	youve	spent	a	minute	on	a	question	and	still	dont	know	the	answer,	make	your	best	guess,	then	move	on	to	the	next	one.	You	can	always	come	back	to	that	question	if	you	have	time	at	the	end.	Use
Context	Clues	to	Figure	Out	the	Meaning	of	a	WordEven	if	you	put	a	lot	of	time	into	expanding	your	vocabulary	and	memorize	all	the	words	from	our	vocab	list	above,	youll	likely	still	come	across	at	least	one	word	youre	not	sure	of	on	TOEFL	Reading.When	this	happens,	see	if	you	can	use	context	clues	to	figure	out	what	the	word	means.To	do	this,
reread	the	entire	sentence	or	even	paragraph	the	word	occurs	in.	Then,	try	to	substitute	a	similar	word	that	keeps	the	meaning	of	the	paragraph	the	same.	Once	youve	done	that,	look	at	the	answer	choices	again.	Are	any	of	them	close	to	the	replacement	word	you	chose?	If	yes,	theres	a	good	chance	that	answer	choice	is	the	right	one.	Summary:	The
Key	to	Acing	TOEFL	ReadingMany	TOEFL	students	find	the	Reading	section	challenging	because	they	have	to	read	and	analyze	a	lot	of	English	in	a	short	amount	of	time.Knowing	what	to	expect	and	taking	steps	to	prepare	yourself	can	go	a	long	way	in	helping	you	do	well	on	this	section.While	youre	studying	for	TOEFL	Reading,	be	sure	to	take
practice	tests,	read	academic	texts,	strengthen	your	vocabulary,	and	figure	out	if	taking	notes	while	reading	helps	you	or	hurts	you.On	test	day,	during	TOEFL	Reading,	remember	to	pace	yourself,	avoid	getting	stuck	on	one	question	and	wasting	time,	and	be	sure	to	use	context	clues	to	decipher	the	meaning	of	tricky	words.	Whats	Next?Not	sure	what
TOEFL	score	you	should	be	aiming	for?Learn	about	how	the	TOEFL	is	scored	and	how	you	can	figure	out	what	a	good	TOEFL	score	for	you	is.Want	more	tips	on	how	to	prepare	for	TOEFL	Reading	questions?	Check	out	our	guide	to	the	best	ways	to	practice	for	TOEFL	Reading!Which	words	do	you	absolutely	need	to	know	for	the	TOEFL?	Check	out
our	guide	to	learn	the	327	best	words	to	learn	for	the	exam.	BreakingpicNot	at	your	TOEFL	Reading	target	score	yet?	There	are	several	things	you	can	do	to	boost	your	score.	Here	are	a	few	tips	and	tricks.Studythe	Academic	Word	ListThere	is	a	lot	of	academic	vocabulary	on	the	TOEFL,	and	the	vocabulary	in	the	Reading	section	is	especially
advanced.	Some	of	this	vocabulary	can	be	found	in	word	guides	specifically	designed	for	TOEFL	prep,	such	as	Magooshs	TOEFL	Vocabulary	PDF.But	another	great	resource	for	studying	academic	words	is	the	Academic	Word	List.	This	is	a	long	set	of	words	that	linked	toacademic	English.	The	list	was	put	together	by	a	team	of	expert	linguists	who
worked	to	find	all	of	the	words	you	commonly	see	in	English-language	academic	texts	and	lectures.	You	can	see	the	full	list	here.	There	are	also	a	lot	of	great	online	tutorials	to	help	you	learn	the	Academic	Word	List,	such	as	the	fill-in-the-blank	AWL	exercises	at	EnglishVocabularyExercises.com,	or	the	Academic	Word	List	lessons	right	here	on	the
Magoosh	TOEFL	Blog.Use	comprehension	strategies	to	understand	new	vocabulary	and	difficult	passagesWord	lists	are	helpful,	but	they	dont	tell	the	whole	story.	You	will	always	find	some	words	on	the	TOEFL	that	you	havent	seen	before,	or	dont	remember	the	meaning	of.Find	ways	to	overcome	vocabulary	road	blocks	by	using	context	clues.	And
make	an	effort	to	understand	the	whole	meaning	of	a	sentence,	paragraph,	or	passage,	even	when	you	dont	understand	individual	words.	Learn	to	to	identify	the	main	ideas	in	a	TOEFL	Reading	passage	this	will	help	you	guess	at	the	meaning	of	difficult	words	and	phrases	in	each	paragraphs	supporting	details.Balance	reading	the	passage	with
answering	questionsSome	TOEFL	test-takers	make	the	mistake	of	reading	the	whole	passage	first	before	answering	any	TOEFL	questions.	This	can	waste	valuable	time.	If	you	read	the	entire	passage	before	youve	looked	at	any	questions,	you	wont	pay	attention	to	the	right	details	for	each	question.	Then	youll	need	to	go	back	and	double-check	the
passage	for	answers.Instead,	try	one	of	three	strategies	for	reading	a	TOEFL	passage.	You	could	look	at	the	questions	first	and	then	check	the	passage	for	answers.	Or	you	might	skim	the	passage	for	main	ideas	before	you	reading	the	questions	and	checking	for	answers.	Another	option	is	to	read	the	passage	paragraph	by	paragraph,	answering	the
questions	for	a	paragraph	as	soon	as	you	finish	reading	it.	(In	TOEFL	Reading,	each	paragraph	has	its	own	subset	of	questions.)Be	very	aware	of	your	paceTOEFL	Reading	is	the	only	section	of	the	TOEFL	that	has	no	listening	tracksandno	time	limits	per	question.	So	youll	need	to	be	very	time-conscious.	Remember	that	you	should	spend	about	20
minutes	on	each	passage	and	question	set.	This	gives	you	about	1minute	and	25	seconds	per	question.	But	its	probably	better	to	aim	for	just	one	minute	per	question.	That	way,	youll	have	time	to	go	back	and	check	your	answers	for	each	question	set.	More	from	Magoosh	If	youve	asked	yourself	this	lately,	youre	not	alone.	Many	students	find	the
TOEFL	Reading	section	one	of	the	most	time-pressured	and	confusing	parts	of	the	test.	With	long	academic	passages,	complex	vocabulary,	and	tricky	multiple-choice	questions,	its	natural	to	feel	overwhelmedespecially	if	English	isnt	your	first	language.But	heres	the	good	news:	you	dont	need	to	read	every	single	word	or	memorize	thousands	of	words
to	crack	it.	With	the	right	TOEFL	reading	strategies,	smart	time	management,	and	daily	practice,	you	can	boost	your	score	significantlyeven	in	just	a	few	weeks.In	this	2025	expert	guide,	well	break	down	exactly	what	to	expect	in	the	TOEFL	Reading	section,	how	to	approach	different	question	types,	and	proven	tips	to	score	25+.	Whether	youre
preparing	for	your	first	attempt	or	trying	to	improve	your	previous	score,	these	insights	will	help	you	read	smarter,	not	harder.Before	jumping	into	strategies,	its	important	to	understand	how	the	TOEFL	Reading	section	works	in	2025.	The	more	familiar	you	are	with	the	format,	the	easier	it	is	to	navigate	the	test	confidently.Number	of	Passages:	34
academic	passagesQuestions	per	Passage:	About	10	questionsTime	Limit:	5472	minutesTotal	Questions:	3040Each	passage	is	approximately	700	words	and	is	similar	to	what	youd	find	in	a	university-level	textbook.	You	dont	need	prior	knowledge	of	the	topicsthe	TOEFL	tests	your	reading	and	comprehension	skills,	not	your	subject	expertise.The
TOEFL	Reading	section	includes	various	question	types.	Heres	a	quick	breakdown:Question	TypeWhat	It	TestsFactual	InformationDetails	mentioned	directly	in	the	textNegative	Factual	InformationWhat	is	not	stated	in	the	passageInferenceReading	between	the	linesVocabulary	in	ContextMeaning	of	a	word	or	phrase	in	the	passageReferenceWhat	a
pronoun	or	word	refers	toSentence	SimplificationRewriting	complex	sentences	more	simplyInsert	TextChoosing	where	a	sentence	best	fitsSummary	&	Table	CompletionIdentifying	main	ideas	and	organizing	infoEach	correct	answer	=	1	raw	pointRaw	points	are	scaled	to	a	score	out	of	30A	score	of	2230	is	considered	strong	and	can	help	meet	the
requirements	of	top	universitiesUnderstanding	the	structure	is	the	first	step.	Next,	lets	dive	into	actionable	strategies	to	boost	your	score	fast.Cracking	the	TOEFL	Reading	section	isnt	about	reading	fasterits	about	reading	smarter.	Lets	break	down	expert-approved	strategies	that	can	help	you	reach	a	25+	score.Instead	of	reading	word-by-word,
follow	this	skimming	method:Read	the	first	sentence	of	each	paragraph	to	get	the	main	ideaNote	headings,	transitions	(like	however,	therefore,	in	contrast)Dont	get	stuck	on	unfamiliar	wordsfocus	on	overall	meaningPro	tip:	Skimming	saves	time	and	helps	you	locate	answers	quickly	later.Always	read	the	questions	before	the	passageUnderline	or
mentally	note	keywords	(names,	numbers,	definitions)Jump	back	to	the	passage	and	scan	for	those	keywordsThis	approach	keeps	you	focused	and	avoids	wasting	time	rereading	the	full	text.Many	TOEFL	reading	questions	test	your	understanding,	not	just	memory.For	inference	or	purpose	questions,	ask:What	is	the	author	trying	to	say?Why	did	they
mention	this?For	vocabulary	questions,	use	surrounding	words	to	guess	the	meaningDont	choose	the	answer	that	sounds	complexchoose	the	one	that	fits	the	context	best.When	youre	unsure:Cross	out	obviously	wrong	options	firstWatch	out	for	trap	choices	that	include	words	from	the	passage	but	twist	the	meaningChoose	the	answer	that	is	fully
correct,	not	just	partially	trueSet	a	goal:	Spend	no	more	than	90	seconds	per	question.If	youre	stuck,	make	your	best	guess	and	mark	it	(if	practicing)Come	back	only	if	you	have	time	at	the	endThese	are	high-value	questions	but	often	the	trickiest.For	summary	questions:Look	for	sentences	that	cover	the	main	pointsAvoid	examples	or	supporting
detailsFor	insert	text	questions:Read	before	and	after	each	option	point	to	see	what	fits	logically	and	grammaticallyTime	management	is	crucial	in	the	TOEFL	Reading	section.	Many	students	know	the	answersbut	simply	run	out	of	time.	Heres	how	to	avoid	that	and	finish	confidently.Youll	get	5472	minutes3	or	4	reading	passages10	questions	per
passageEach	passage	takes	around	1718	minutes	(including	answering	all	10	questions).Dont	waste	time	reading	everything.Focus	on	topic	sentences,	keywords,	and	tone.Average	time	per	question:	90	secondsFor	simple	fact-based	questions:	3045	secondsFor	inference/summary	questions:	up	to	90120	secondsIf	one	question	is	taking	too	long,	mark
it	and	move	on.Finish	easier	ones	firstthen	return	with	fresh	focus.Check	any	flagged	questions.Make	sure	every	question	is	answeredtheres	no	negative	marking!Apps	like	Magoosh,	TOEFL	Go,	and	TestDEN	simulate	real-time	pressure.Build	your	pacing	with	mock	test	drills	weekly.Understanding	the	kind	of	content	youll	face	in	the	TOEFL	Reading
section	helps	you	prepare	smarternot	harder.The	TOEFL	Reading	passages	are	academic	in	nature,	drawn	from	real	university-level	textbooks	and	scholarly	topics.	But	dont	worryyou	wont	need	any	special	knowledge	of	the	subject.	Everything	you	need	to	answer	the	questions	is	in	the	passage	itself.Natural	SciencesBiology,	astronomy,	geology,
climate	scienceExample:	The	Greenhouse	Effect	and	Global	Temperature	RiseSocial	SciencesHistory,	anthropology,	sociology,	economicsExample:	Ancient	Trade	Routes	of	the	Silk	RoadHumanitiesArt,	music,	literature,	philosophyExample:	The	Rise	of	Modernism	in	20th	Century	ArtTechnology	&	InnovationEngineering,	internet,	industrial
revolutionsExample:	The	Impact	of	the	Steam	Engine	on	IndustryDense	Vocabulary	Academic	and	unfamiliar	terms	are	common.Complex	Sentence	Structures	Long	paragraphs	and	passive	voice.Implied	Meanings	Some	answers	arent	directly	stated.Comparisons	&	Contrasts	Youll	need	to	track	differences	and	viewpoints.Tip:	Take	12	practice
passages	per	topic	(science,	history,	humanities)	to	get	used	to	the	writing	style	and	vocabulary	patterns.	Focus	on	understanding	tone,	main	idea,	and	transitions.Whether	you	have	a	week	or	two	before	your	TOEFL	test,	this	daily	schedule	will	help	you	strengthen	your	reading	speed,	accuracy,	and	confidence.DayFocus	AreaTasksDay	1Understand
the	TOEFL	Reading	FormatRead	sample	passages,	review	question	typesDay	2Practice	Skimming	&	ScanningTime	yourself	reading	2	passages	using	only	skimmingDay	3Focus	on	Fact	vs	InferencePractice	identifying	direct	facts	vs	inferred	ideasDay	4Master	Vocabulary-in-ContextReview	20	high-frequency	TOEFL	vocab	words	+	practiceDay	5Take	a
Timed	Mini	Test	(2	Passages)Analyze	mistakes	and	time	per	questionDay	6Review	Weak	AreasRevisit	tricky	question	types	(summary,	inference)Day	7Full	Reading	Mock	TestSimulate	test	conditions	and	evaluate	scoreBreak	your	prep	into	3	Phases:Understand	all	question	types	in	detailPractice	1	passage	daily	with	reviewStart	building	an	academic
vocabulary	listUse	apps	like	Magoosh	or	TOEFL	Go	for	drillsPractice	23	passages	under	timeFocus	on	improving	skimming	and	answering	speedTake	2	full-length	TOEFL	Reading	sectionsTrack	errors	and	review	them	using	the	ETS	Official	GuidePro	Tip:	Practice	reading	science,	history,	and	social	science	articles	from	sources	like	National
Geographic,	Science	News,	or	BBC	Future.	These	match	the	TOEFLs	academic	style.Having	the	right	tools	can	make	all	the	difference	in	improving	your	TOEFL	Reading	score.	Below	are	some	of	the	best	free	and	paid	resources	trusted	by	students	worldwide.ETS	TOEFL	Official	Guide	(2025	edition)Includes	real	test	passages,	practice	sets,	and
strategies	from	the	makers	of	TOEFL.TOEFL	Go!	AppFree	and	premium	practice	with	sample	reading	sections	and	answer	explanations.TOEFL	Practice	Online	(TPO)Paid	mock	tests	that	closely	mimic	the	actual	exam	environment.PlatformWhat	It	OffersMagooshReading	video	lessons,	practice	questions,	vocabulary	builderKhan	AcademyAcademic
reading	comprehension	practice	(good	for	skill-building)Test-Guide.comFree	TOEFL-style	reading	practice	testsExamEnglish.comReading	samples	with	feedback	and	answersQuizletFlashcards	for	TOEFL	vocabulary	and	reading	termsKaplan	TOEFL	iBT	PremierBarrons	TOEFL	iBTCambridge	TOEFL	MasterclassTip:	Use	books	for	strategy	and	detailed
explanations,	but	take	full-length	tests	on	a	screen	to	simulate	the	real	experience.ReadTheory.org	Customised	reading	comprehension	drillsGrammarly	Improve	sentence	understanding	and	grammar	skillsAnki	or	Quizlet	Spaced	repetition	flashcards	for	TOEFL	vocabIf	the	TOEFL	Reading	section	feels	intimidating,	youre	not	alone.	But	the	truth
iswith	the	right	strategies,	tools,	and	consistent	practice,	scoring	25+	is	completely	achievable,	even	in	a	short	time.Understand	question	types	before	diving	into	passages.Practice	skimming	and	scanning	to	save	time.Focus	on	vocabulary-in-context	and	inference	questions.Review	your	mistakes	to	avoid	repeating	them.Use	a	7-day	or	14-day	plan	to
structure	your	prep.Take	mock	tests	regularly	in	test-like	conditions.Whether	youre	aiming	for	a	top	university	in	the	USA,	Canada,	UK,	or	any	other	study	abroad	destination,	your	TOEFL	Reading	score	can	be	a	game-changer	in	your	application.Explore	top	universities	and	study-abroad	programs	with	TOEFL	requirements	through	Stubard.	We	help
students	like	you	compare	top	business,	STEM,	and	arts	programs,	and	get	personalized	guidancecompletely	free.Start	your	study	abroad	journey	today	and	get	expert	help	with	applications,	scholarships,	and	test	prep!Focus	on	daily	practice	with	academic	reading	passages,	learn	to	skim	effectively,	and	take	timed	mock	tests.	Use	official	TOEFL
prep	material	and	apps	like	Magoosh	or	ETS	TOEFL	Go.Yes,	if	you	follow	a	focused	strategy.	Spend	at	least	2	hours	daily	on	reading	drills,	review	vocabulary,	and	practice	skimming/scanning	techniques.Youll	get	3	or	4	passages	depending	on	the	test.	Each	passage	has	10	questions.Skimming	is	more	efficient.	Read	topic	sentences,	keywords,	and
transition	words	first,	then	deep-read	only	when	needed	for	specific	questions.Spend	1.5	minutes	per	question	on	average.	Answer	fact-based	questions	quickly	and	spend	more	time	on	inference	or	vocabulary-in-context	ones.A	score	of	25+	out	of	30	is	considered	strong	and	competitive	for	most	universities.Yes,	you	can	return	to	any	question	within
a	passage	before	submitting	it.Some	are.	Summary,	inference,	and	negative	factual	questions	can	be	confusing.	Practice	is	key	to	mastering	them.No.	Learn	to	guess	meanings	from	context	clues	and	root	words.	Vocabulary-in-context	is	a	tested	skill	in	TOEFL.It	depends.	TOEFL	is	more	academic-focused,	while	IELTS	includes	more	general	content.
TOEFL	questions	are	computer-based	and	standardized.Have	you	taken	the	Test	of	English	as	a	Foreign	Language	(TOEFL)	and	want	to	know	what	your	scores	mean?	Or	are	you	about	to	take	the	test	and	dont	know	what	a	good	or	bad	TOEFL	score	is?No	matter	what	your	question	about	TOEFL	scores	is,	youve	come	to	the	right	place!The	TOEFL	is
an	important	test	for	your	academic	needs,	and	understanding	how	the	scoring	system	works	will	let	you	more	easily	plan	for	thefuture.	In	this	guide,	well	show	you	everything	you	need	to	know	about	theTOEFL	score	range,	where	your	scores	(or	potential	scores)	fit	into	the	ranks,	and	how	to	set	your	future	TOEFL	score	goals.	What	Is	the	TOEFL
Score	Range?The	TOEFL	scoring	systemdepends	on	the	type	of	TOEFL	you	take.Right	now,	there	are	two	different	types	of	TOEFL	available:	the	paper-based	test	(PBT)	and	the	internet-based	test	(iBT).97%	of	all	TOEFLs	are	iBTs,	so	this	is	the	test	youll	most	likely	take.	PBTs	are	given	only	where	internet	testing	is	unavailable.(To	seewhetheryour
country	or	testing	center	offers	the	iBT	or	PBT,	check	out	our	guide	to	TOEFL	test	dates	and	test	centers.)Each	test	has	a	different	TOEFL	scoring	system,	so	lets	compare.	iBT	TOEFL	Score	RangeAbout	ten	days	after	you	take	the	iBT	TOEFL,	youll	be	able	to	see	your	score	report	online	as	a	PDF.	Youll	also	receive	a	physical	copy	of	yourTOEFL	score
report	in	the	mail	3	6	weeks	after	your	test	date.The	TOEFL	score	range	is	between	0	and	120	for	the	whole	test	and0	30	for	the	individual	sections.	But	what,	exactly,	does	this	mean?The	lowest	TOEFL	score	you	can	earn	on	the	iBT	is	a	0.The	highest	TOEFL	score	you	can	earn	on	the	iBT	is	a	120.Note	that	universities	tend	to	care	most	about	this,
your	total	TOEFL	score,though	some	schools	will	also	look	at	your	individual	section	scores	(especially	your	speaking	score).In	addition	to	your	total	TOEFL	score,	your	score	report	will	also	show	yourindividual	section	scores.Each	of	the	four	sections	of	the	testreading,	listening,	speaking,	and	writingis	scored	from	a	minimum	of	0	points	to	a
maximumof	30	points.	Your	totalTOEFL	score	is	the	sum	of	all	four	section	scores	(with	a	maximum	TOEFL	score	of	30	+	30	+	30	+	30	=	120	points).	Getting	120	on	the	TOEFL	is	amazing!	In	a	car?	Not	so	great	PBT	TOEFL	Score	RangeIf	you	take	the	paper-based	test,	youll	receive	a	mailed	score	report	3	6	weeks	after	you	take	your	test.	Just	like	the
iBT,	your	score	report	will	give	youboth	your	total	TOEFL	score	as	well	as	your	individual	section	scores.The	TOEFL	score	range	on	the	PBT	is	310	677.	This	means	that:The	lowest	TOEFL	score	you	can	earn	on	the	PBTis	a	310.The	highest	TOEFL	score	you	can	earn	on	the	PBTis	a	677.Again,	like	the	iBT,	schools	tend	to	pay	the	most	attention	to	your
total	TOEFL	score,	though	some	schools	will	also	look	at	your	individual	section	scores.There	are	three	multiple	choice	sectionslistening,	written	expression,	and	readingand	you	will	get	an	individual	score	for	each	section.	You	will	also	have	to	write	an	essay,	on	whichyou	can	earn	a	minimum	score	of	0	and	a	maximum	score	of	6.	How	Does	TOEFL
Scoring	Work?The	total	number	of	questions	you	answer	correctly	on	each	section	of	the	TOEFL	will	give	youwhat	test	makers	call	a	raw	score.A	raw	score	doesnt	mean	much	on	its	own	and	must	be	converted	to	a	scaled	score	by	a	computer.You	will	earn	1	to	3	raw	points	for	every	multiple	choice	question	you	answer	correctly	and	0points	for	every
incorrect	answer.	There	is	no	penalty	for	answering	a	question	wrong,	so	feel	free	to	guess	if	you	dont	know	the	correct	answer!Afteryouve	finished	the	test,	your	raw	score	will	automatically	be	converted	into	a	scaled	score.	The	scaled	score	will	be	the	score	you	(and	your	schools)	see	on	your	TOEFL	score	report.Because	the	iBT	and	the	PBT	differ,
they	have	different	raw	scores,	scaled	scores,	and	score	percentiles.	So	lets	take	a	look	at	each	test.	In	the	end,	the	exact	number	of	questions	you	got	right	or	wrong	doesnt	matter	as	much	as	your	scaled	score	TOEFL	Score	Range	PercentilesIf	youre	wondering	what	your	scores	mean	exactly,	then	it	can	be	a	good	idea	to	think	of	your	scores	in	terms
of	percentile	rank.Percentile	rankings	show	how	well	you	performed	on	the	test	compared	to	everyone	else	who	took	the	TOEFL.For	example,	if	you	scored	in	the	40th	percentile,	that	means	you	scored	higher	than	40%	of	everyone	who	took	the	test	and	lower	than	60%	of	all	the	people	who	took	the	test.And	if	you	scored	in	the	80th	percentile,	then
you	did	better	than	80%	of	everyone	who	took	the	test.Heres	a	chart	of	the	percentile	ranks	of	the	iBT,	both	for	the	scaled	scores	of	each	iBTsectionandfor	total	iBT	TOEFL	scores.Percentile	RankReading	ScoreListening	ScoreSpeaking	ScoreWriting	ScoreTotal
Score10th111115145225th171618186850th222121228475th262624259790th29292727106	Conversion	Between	iBT	and	PBT	ScoresBecause	so	few	people	take	the	PBT,	the	test-makers	do	not	offer	PBT	percentile	rankings.	But	never	fear!	You	can	still	find	your	PBT	percentile	rank	by	using	both	the	percentile	information	from	the	iBT	percentile
chart	and	the	information	in	the	iBT/PBT	conversion	score	chart	below.If	youre	taking	a	PBT	and	need	to	know	the	score	conversion	between	theiBT	and	the	PBT	(or	if	youre	just	curious),	then	look	no	further!(Special	note:	notwoTOEFLs	are	the	same,	so	these	are	just	general	scoring	ranges	and	guidelines.)iBT	Total	ScorePBT	Total	Score111	120640
67796	110590	63979	95550	58965	78513	54953	64477	51241	52437	47630	40397	43619	29347	3966	18311	3460	-5310Lets	go	through	an	example	of	how	to	use	this	chart	to	say	you	earned	a	570	on	the	PBT	and	you	want	to	know	your	percentile	rank.	If	you	look	to	see	where	570	lands	on	the	iBT/PBT	conversion	chart,	you	can	see	that	a	PBT	score
of	550	589	is	equivalent	to	a	79	95	on	the	iBT.	570	lies	in	the	lower	end	of	the	spectrum,	so	its	probably	about	equal	to	an	83	85	on	the	iBT.	The	50th	percentile	for	an	iBT	is	an	84,	which	is	right	in	the	middle	of	our	range.	A	PBT	score	of	570,	therefore,	is	approximately	the	50th	percentile.	Whats	a	Good	TOEFL	Score?What	makes	a	good	TOEFL	score
depends	entirely	on	you	and	your	reasons	for	taking	the	test.	TOEFL	scoring	and	score	ranks	are	somewhat	subjective;what	matters	is	what	you	need	your	score	to	do	for	you.The	average	TOEFL	score	is	the	50th	percentile,	which	is	a	total	score	of	84	on	the	iBT	and	somewhere	between	550	and	589	on	the	PBT.The	average/50th	percentile
scoremeans	that	exactly	half	(50%)	of	all	people	who	took	the	test	earned	less	than	an	84	on	the	iBT	and	half	earned	more	than	an	84.As	a	general	rule,	earning	a	higher	than	average	score	means	that	youve	earned	a	good	score.	Anything	above	an	84	on	the	iBT	or	a	570(ish)	on	the	PBT	could,	therefore,	be	considered	a	good	TOEFL	score.The	problem
is	that	different	schools	require	different	TOEFL	scores,	so	getting	a	slightly	higher	than	average	score	might	not	be	enough	to	get	you	into	the	school	you	want.Most	schools	have	a	minimum	threshold	score	that	you	must	earn	to	be	accepted	into	the	program.This	means	that	a	good	TOEFL	score	depends	on	what	you	needif	your	school	requires	that
applicants	earn	a	minimum	score	of	80	on	the	iBT	TOEFL,	then	a	score	of	80	or	81	would	be	a	good	iBT	TOEFL	score.But	if	your	dream	school	requires	that	applicants	earn	a	total	score	of	110	on	the	iBT,	then	a	good	TOEFL	score	for	you	would	be	above	the	90th	percentile.Many	schools	require	applicant	TOEFL	scores	of	either	90	or	100	total	points
on	the	iBT	or	580	or	600	on	the	PBT.	So	a	score	above	90	on	the	iBT	or	above	580	on	the	PBT	is	generally	considered	a	pretty	good	score.But,	again,	whether	you	got	a	good	or	bad	score	depends	on	what	you	need	your	scores	to	do	for	you!A	good	score	will	be	whateverscore	you	need	to	getyou	into	your	specific	school(s)	of	choice.	Some	schools	also
require	a	specific	minimum	score	per	section,	so	be	sure	to	pay	attention	to	your	reading,	listening,	speaking,	and	writing	section	scores	as	well	as	to	your	total	TOEFL	score.Even	if	your	total	TOEFL	score	is	high,	you	may	not	meet	the	minimum	standards	for	a	particular	section,	so	be	sure	to	always	double-check	your	schools	requirements.The	most
common	score	is	at	the	50th	percentile	and	most	people	score	between	the	15th	and	85th	percentiles.	But	the	score	that	matters	is	the	score	that	gets	you	into	your	school	of	choice.	How	to	Set	a	TOEFLScore	GoalNot	every	school	has	a	minimum	TOEFL	score	requirement,	but	many	of	them	do.Your	first	step	should	always	be	to	go	to	the	admissions
page	of	your	school(s)	of	choice.Under	the	language	requirement	and/or	international	applicants	section,	you	will	see	information	about	their	TOEFL	test	requirements,	including	whether	or	not	they	require	the	TOEFL,	whether	they	require	a	minimum	TOEFL	score,	and	what	that	minimum	score	is.One	way	to	shortcut	this	process	is	to	type	in	[school
name]	+	admissions	+	TOEFL.(Note:	If	this	brings	you	to	the	wrong	admissions	page,	then	you	may	need	to	narrow	your	search	by	typing	undergraduate	or	graduate	admissions.)This	will	bring	you	directly	to	the	page	on	their	website	where	they	discuss	the	TOEFL	and	provide	the	necessary	info	about	scoring.Whatever	the	minimum	TOEFL	score	is
for	your	school(s)	of	choice	should	be	your	TOEFL	score	goal.Dont	worry	about	trying	to	exceed	the	minimum	TOEFL	score	for	your	school!	The	TOEFL	is	just	a	tool	to	demonstrate	to	the	admissions	committee	that	you	speak	English	well	enough	to	attend	a	university	instructed	in	English.	You	dont	need	to	use	your	TOEFL	scores	to	show	off.	Getting
a	TOEFL	scorein	the	90th+	percentile	wont	have	nearly	as	much	positive	impact	on	your	application	as	an	SAT/ACT	score	in	the	90th+	percentile	will.If	youre	applying	to	multiple	schools	and	they	have	different	minimum	TOEFL	requirements,	or	if	some	of	your	schools	dont	have	a	minimum	TOEFL	score	requirement,	then	set	your	score	goal	to	the
highest	minimum	score	on	your	school	list.That	way	youll	be	aiming	to	reach	or	exceed	the	TOEFL	score	requirements	for	all	the	schools	on	your	application	list.	Aim	for	the	top	score	you	need	so	that	the	rest	will	be	an	easy	win.	TOEFL	Score	Range:	What	You	Need	to	KnowThe	more	information	you	know	about	the	TOEFL,	the	more	prepared	youll
be	for	the	test.	Knowing	your	potential	minimum	and	maximum	TOEFL	scores,	as	well	as	what	is	widely	considered	to	be	a	good	or	bad	TOEFL	score	will	give	you	an	idea	of	where	you	stand	and	will	help	guide	you	in	your	studies	(or	even	potential	test	re-takes).Be	sure	to	always	look	up	what	kinds	of	total	TOEFL	scores	your	schools	of	choice	require
and	whether	or	not	they	also	require	minimum	section	scores.	This	information	will	provide	you	with	a	score	goal	and	help	you	plan	your	TOEFL	studies	and	school	applications.	Happy	studying!	Whats	Next?Want	more	information	on	how	the	TOEFL	is	scored?	Check	out	our	guide	to	learn	exactly	how	the	TOEFL	is	scored	so	you	can	maximize	the
number	of	points	you	get.What	score	should	you	be	aiming	for	on	the	TOEFL?Learn	what	a	good	TOEFL	score	is	and	how	you	can	figure	out	what	your	goal	score	should	be.Practice	tests	are	one	of	the	best	ways	to	prepare	for	the	TOEFL.	Weve	gathered	information	on	the	highest-quality	TOEFL	practice	tests	into	one	place	so	you	have	access	to	the
best	study	materials.	Sometimes	you	need	a	break	from	traditional	studying.	But	have	you	ever	considered	using	games	to	learn	English?	Whether	youre	preparing	for	the	TOEFL	or	simply	want	to	improve	your	English	abilities,	there	are	many	English-learning	games	out	there	that	are	high	quality	and	effectivenot	to	mention	fun!Read	on	to	see	our
picks	for	the	best	games	for	learning	English	for	both	groups	and	solo	learners.	But	first,	what	makes	anEnglish-learning	game	good?	What	Qualities	Does	a	Good	English-Learning	Game	Have?Before	we	go	over	the	best	English-learning	games,	lets	look	at	the	specific	qualities	that	make	for	a	top-notch	language-learning	game.	Its	AccurateFirst
things	first,	an	English-learning	game	must	be	accurate	to	be	effective.	All	grammar	structures	it	uses	should	be	grammatically	correct,	and	all	vocabulary	words	should	be	spelled	and	defined	correctly.If	there	are	any	problems	or	inaccuracies	in	the	game,	its	better	to	avoid	it.	Using	a	game	with	problems	like	these	means	youll	end	up	learning
incorrect	information!	So	always	look	for	a	game	thats	highly	reviewed	and	hasimpeccable	English.If	you	or	someone	you	know	is	creating	a	game,	make	sure	you	have	multiple	people	check	and	double-check	that	the	English	in	it	is	correct.	I	suggest	getting	a	native	English	speaker	to	look	over	any	games	or	learning	materials	you	make.	Its
EffectiveGames	need	to	be	more	than	just	accuratethey	must	also	be	effective	at	teaching	you	English.	Quality	gameswill	help	you	remember	meanings	of	difficult	words	and	perfect	your	mastery	of	grammar	patterns	through	a	combination	of	featuressuch	as	word	associations,	images,	and	repetition.An	ineffective	English	game,	on	the	other	hand,
wont	help	you	recall	what	youve	learned	or	testyour	English	skills	enough.	Its	FunThe	whole	point	of	games	is	that	theyre	supposed	to	be	fun!	A	good	English	game	will	not	only	teach	you	English	but	also	entertain	you	as	you	play	it.	Some	of	the	best	English	games	are	thosethat	make	you	forget	youre	actually	learning!Of	course,	what	I	think	is	fun
might	not	be	the	same	as	what	you	think	is	fun,	so	its	important	to	always	look	for	a	game	that	aligns	with	your	interests	while	also	targeting	the	English	you	want	to	practice.	Its	Easy	to	PlayFinally,	a	good	English	game	is	one	that	has	clear	rules	and	is	easy	to	learn	how	to	play.	You	shouldnt	need	to	spend	a	lot	of	time	learning	the	rules	of	the	game;
ideally,	youll	be	able	to	read	a	description	or	play	through	the	game	once	or	twice	in	order	to	understand	what	you	must	do	to	win.	4	English-Learning	Games	for	Groups	and	ClassesIf	youre	taking	an	English	class	or	have	a	few	friends	who	are	also	studying	the	language,	here	are	some	exciting	group-based	games	for	learning	English	together.
HangmanHangman	is	a	classic	spelling	game	known	throughout	many	English-speaking	countries.	This	game	is	a	one	vs.	group	game	in	which	one	person	faces	off	against	a	group	of	people.Materials:	Blackboard,	whiteboard,	or	piece	of	paper;	chalk,	marker,	or	penSummary:	One	person,	whom	well	call	thechooser,	selectsa	mystery	word	and	writes
down	a	blank	for	each	letter	in	it.	People	in	the	group	then	take	turns	guessing	a	letter.	For	each	incorrect	guess,	the	chooser	draws	part	of	a	hangman.	For	each	correct	guess,	the	chooser	fills	in	the	missing	letters	wherever	they	appear	in	the	word.	Play	ends	when	either	the	mystery	word	is	guessed	(in	which	case	the	group	wins)	or	when	the
hangman	is	complete	(in	which	case	the	chooser	wins).	How	Does	Hangman	Teach	You	English?Hangman	is	a	great	gamefor	cementing	spelling	and	vocabulary	knowledge.	You	must	be	able	to	recognize	how	letters	fit	together	to	form	English	wordsas	well	as	know	how	tospell	words	so	that	you	can	guess	the	correct	letters.	Finally,you	must	know	a
wide	range	of	vocabulary	in	order	to	correctly	guess	the	mystery	word.	How	to	Play	Hangman1.	One	player	selectsa	mystery	word	(the	other	players	will	guess	the	word).	For	example,	Helga	picks	the	word	rabbit.	Rabbit	has	six	letters	in	it,	so	she	draws	six	blanks.	She	also	draws	a	pole	for	the	hangmanand	a	box	for	keeping	track	of	any	incorrect
letters	guessed.	Heres	an	example:2.	One	by	one,	the	other	plays	guess	letters.	If	the	letter	is	in	the	mystery	word,	the	chooser	must	write	that	letter	wherever	it	appearsin	the	word	(it	might	appear	more	than	once).	If	the	letter	is	not	in	the	word,	the	chooser	writes	it	in	the	box	and	then	draws	one	part	of	the	hangman	(most	people	start	with	the
head).	Lets	sayPhoebeguesses	the	letter	H,	Nadine	guesses	L,	Harold	guesses	E,	and	Arnold	guesses	B.	Helga	writes	the	incorrect	letters	in	the	box	and	the	correct	letters	in	the	word;	she	also	draws	three	parts	of	the	hangman:3.	Play	continues	until	the	mystery	word	isguessed	OR	the	hangman	is	complete.	If	someone	in	the	group	guesses	the
correct	word,	they	win!	If	thegroup	doesnt	guess	the	word,	however,	the	chooser(in	the	example	above,	Helga)	wins.	A	complete	hangman	usually	has	a	head,	a	body,	two	arms,	two	legs,	and	a	face.	Tips	for	Playing	HangmanGuess	common	letters	first!	Most	native	English	speakers	start	by	guessing	some	of	the	most	common	letters	in	words,
whichinclude	allvowels	(a,	e,	i,	o,	u)	and	the	consonants	r,	s,	and	t.For	a	slightly	easier	game,	use	categories.	For	example,	lets	say	before	Helga	chose	the	word	rabbit,	she	told	the	group	shed	be	choosing	a	word	from	the	category	Animals.	This	makes	it	easier	to	figure	out	which	letters	and	words	you	should	guess.For	a	more	difficult	hangman	game,
use	phrases	instead	of	single	words.Be	sure	to	clearly	indicate	where	spaces	between	words	are(I	find	its	helpful	to	insert	long	vertical	lines	between	words).If	youre	the	chooser,	write	down	the	word	youve	pickedon	a(hidden)	piece	of	paper.	You	can	use	this	to	ensureyouve	written	down	the	correct	number	of	blanksand	are	spelling	the	word
right.Consider	ahead	of	time	what	a	complete	hangman	looks	like.	You	might	want	to	talk	it	over	with	your	group	to	determine	how	much	you	can	draw	until	ahangman	is	complete.	Most	people	draw	the	following	body	parts:A	headA	bodyTwo	legsTwo	armsTwo	eyesA	noseA	mouthHowever,	you	may	also	draw	the	following:Two	earsTwo	handsTwo
feetTwo	eyebrowsHair	Fruits	BasketFruits	Basket	is	a	fun	and	interactive	game	similar	to	musical	chairs.	This	game	focuses	on	speaking	and	listening	to	English	words	and	phrases.	Its	a	group	game,	so	there	are	no	winners	or	losers!Materials:	Chairs	(one	less	than	the	total	number	of	people	playing),	arranged	in	a	circle	and	facing	in;	cards	with
pictures	or	English	words	on	them	(optional)Summary:	Everyone	except	one	person	sits	down	in	a	chair	(the	person	standing	in	the	middleof	the	chair	circle	is	the	stander).	The	stander	then	says	an	English	phrase	or	vocabulary	word.	Anyone	sitting	who	meets	the	requirement	of	the	phrase	or	word	must	get	up	and	sit	down	in	a	different	chair.	At	this
time,	the	stander,	too,	tries	to	sit	down	in	an	empty	chair.	Whoever	is	left	without	a	chair	is	the	new	stander	and	must	now	say	a	new	phrase	or	word	to	make	people	stand	up	again.	How	Does	Fruits	Basket	Teach	You	English?Fruits	Basket	can	either	focus	on	grammar	or	vocabulary.	It	teaches	you	not	only	to	think	quickly	but	also	to	communicate
with	others	through	a	combination	of	speaking	and	listening.	As	a	result,	you	can	hone	your	pronunciationto	further	increase	your	confidence	in	your	speaking	skills.This	game	is	also	easily	adaptable,	so	if	youve	learned	a	certain	grammar	structure	you	want	to	practice	more,	you	can	tweak	the	game	to	work	withthat	particularpattern.	How	to	Play
Fruits	Basket1.	Decide	whether	youll	be	practicing	grammar	or	vocabulary.	Once	youve	decided,	follow	the	instructions	below	to	prepare	your	game.For	Grammar:	You	dont	need	to	prepare	anything	special	ahead	of	time.	Simply	decide	on	the	grammar	patternyou	want	to	practice.	The	easiest	pattern	to	use	is	People	who	have/like/want	~.	Anyone
who	fits	the	sentence	must	then	stand	up	and	move.	Youcan	use	any	number	of	grammar	patterns	as	long	as	you	canapply	them	to	the	people	in	the	group.	For	example,	if	youwant	to	practice	the	conditional	if	form,	you	could	say,	If	you	like	cats,	stand	up!	Then,anyone	who	likes	cats	must	get	up	and	move.For	Vocabulary:	Youll	need	to	prepare	ahead
of	time	if	you	planto	practice	specific	words.	Start	by	making	cards	containing	certain	vocabulary	words	(or	pictures	of	words).	Make	at	least	two	cards	for	each	word.	For	example,	if	youre	studying	food,	make	at	least	two	cards	with	apples	on	them,	two	with	oranges,	etc.	Next,	attach	these	cardsto	pieces	of	string	to	make	them	into	necklaces	people
can	wear	around	their	necks.	Assign	one	card	to	each	person	playing.	If	the	stander	says	the	word	youre	wearing,	you	must	move	to	a	new	seat.2.	Get	out	several	chairs	so	that	there	is	one	less	than	the	number	of	people	playing.	For	example,	if	ten	people	are	playing,	get	out	nine	chairs.	Arrange	these	chairs	in	a	circle	so	that	all	chairs	are	facing
inward.	Ifyoure	practicing	vocabulary	words,	make	sure	everyone	is	wearing	a	card	around	his/her	neck.3.	Choose	one	person	to	be	the	stander.Everyone	else	sitsin	a	chair.	Remember	that	the	stander	changes	often,	so	you	wont	be	stuck	in	the	role	if	youre	chosen	to	be	it	first!4.	The	stander	says	a	grammar	structure	or	vocabulary	word.	Anyone
sitting	who	meets	the	requirement	must	stand	up	and	move	quickly	to	an	open	chair.	For	example,	if	youre	practicing	the	grammar	form	People	who	have	~,	you	could	say,	People	who	have	a	drivers	license.	Then,	anyone	who	has	a	drivers	license	must	stand	and	find	a	new	seat.	On	the	other	hand,	if	youre	practicing	vocabulary	words,	you	could	say,
Apple!	and	anyone	who	is	wearing	an	apple	must	find	a	new	seat.5.	The	game	ends	whenever	you	want	it	to!	There	are	no	winners	or	losers.	Continue	playing	until	you	want	to	stop.	Tips	for	Playing	Fruits	BasketTo	make	the	game	more	difficult,	make	it	illegal	to	sit	down	in	the	chair	nextto	you.	This	prevents	people	who	are	sitting	near	each	other
from	switching	chairs	too	fast.Say	Fruits	Basket	to	get	everyone	to	move.	If	youre	having	trouble	finding	a	seat	or	getting	people	to	move,	the	phrase	Fruits	Basket	forces	everyone	to	stand	up	and	choose	a	new	chair.	John	Morgan/Flickr	BattleshipThis	popular,	strategic	board	game	uses	the	setting	of	war	and	can	be	tweaked	to	help	English-language
learners	practice	grammar	and	communication.	Battleship	is	a	pair	game,	so	only	two	people	can	play	together.Materials:	Battleship	game	sheet	(see	below	for	tips	on	how	to	make	one);	pen	or	pencilSummary:	Players	get	into	pairs	and	fill	out	their	Battleship	sheets	by	placing	five	ships	on	various	parts	of	a	grid.	Once	theyve	hidden	their	ships,
players	take	turns	attacking	each	other	by	using	their	grids	to	guess	where	the	other	persons	ships	are.	Whoever	sinks	(finds)	all	of	his/her	opponents	ships	firstwins.	How	Does	Battleship	Teach	You	English?This	game	is	a	great	toolfor	practicing	grammar	patternswhile	honing	your	reading,	speaking,	and	listening	skills.	To	sink	your	opponents	ships,
you	must	be	able	to	read	English	and	put	together	sentences.	Tomake	an	attack,you	need	to	pronounce	English	clearly.	Finally,you	mustunderstand	what	your	opponent	is	saying	in	order	to	figure	out	what	square	in	your	grid	he/she	is	trying	to	attack.	How	to	Play	Battleship1.	Make	a	Battleship	worksheet	with	two	grids	on	it.One	grid	will	be	for
hiding	your	ships,	and	the	other	will	be	for	guessing	whereyour	opponents	ships	are.Heres	an	example	of	a	worksheetI	made	back	when	I	taught	English	in	Japan.	On	thissheet	are	parts	of	sentences	listed	horizontally	and	vertically.	Each	vertical	sentence	partcanmatch	with	any	horizontal	part,and	vice	versa.	Your	grids	can	be	however	big	you	want
them	to	be,	though	I	suggest	making	them	nobigger	than	88	(what	Ive	done	on	my	own	worksheet).2.	Choose	an	opponent	and	begin	hiding	your	ships	on	your	grid.Youll	usuallyhave	five	ships	of	varying	lengths.	To	hide	a	ship,	mark	As,	Bs,	Cs,	etc.,	on	your	grid	(horizontally	or	vertically	but	not	diagonally!).	Dont	let	your	opponent	see	your	grid.	Heres
an	example:3.	Take	turns	guessing	squares	on	your	opponents	grid.Youll	use	the	second	grid	on	your	sheet	to	guesswhere	your	opponent	has	hidden	his/her	ships.	To	guess	a	square,	make	an	English	sentence	by	combining	one	phrase	from	the	top	row	and	one	phrase	from	the	column	on	the	left.4.	Mark	your	opponents	grid	with	Xs	and	Os.	If	the
square	youve	chosen	hits	one	of	your	opponents	ships,	your	opponent	must	say,	Hit!	You	can	then	mark	an	X	on	your	opponents	grid	to	indicateyouve	made	a	hit.	If	the	square	youve	chosen	doesnt	hit	a	ship,	your	opponent	must	say,	Miss!	You	can	then	mark	an	O	on	the	grid	to	show	that	you	did	not	hit	a	ship	(and	instead	hit	water).	For	example:5.	If
youve	hit	all	parts	of	a	ship,	your	opponent	must	say,	Sink!	Now	you	know	youve	sunk	one	of	your	opponents	ships.6.	Mark	any	areas	your	opponent	has	attacked	on	your	own	grid	with	Xs	(or	a	different	color).	This	lets	you	keep	track	of	where	your	opponent	has	attacked	and	how	many	ships	you	still	have	remaining.	Heres	an	example:7.	Play	ends
when	one	player	has	sunk	all	of	his/her	opponents	ships.	Tips	for	Playing	BattleshipSpread	out	your	ships	on	your	grid.	This	makes	it	less	likely	for	your	opponent	to	find	all	of	your	ships	right	away.If	you	make	a	hit,	guess	squares	adjacent	to	the	square	you	hit.	This	increases	your	likelihood	of	finding	the	rest	of	your	opponents	ship	and	sinking	it.Do
not	overlap	any	ships.	This	is	against	the	rules!When	making	a	Battleship	worksheet,	you	dont	need	to	use	five	ships.	Irecommend	having	atleast	three	ships,	though	my	worksheet	above	uses	four.	20	QuestionsA	popular	word	game,	20	Questions	can	be	played	anytime,	anywhere!	All	you	need	to	do	is	think	of	a	word	(like	Hangman)	and	youre	ready
to	play.	Youll	need	at	least	two	players,	though	you	can	play	with	as	many	people	as	you	want.Materials:	None!Summary:	The	setup	for	this	game	is	similar	to	Hangman.	One	person	will	be	the	chooser	and	think	of	a	mystery	word.	This	word	could	be	a	person,	animal,	thing,	place,	etc.	Theothers	in	the	group	may	then	ask	up	to	20	yes-or-no	questions
to	figure	out	what	the	word	is.	If	the	group	guesses	correctly,	they	win!	But	if	they	use	up	their	20	questions	and	dont	guess	correctly,	the	chooser	wins!	How	Does	20	Questions	Teach	You	English?20	Questionsrequires	no	visuals	or	materials,	so	its	100	percent	focused	on	active	English	communicationthat	is,	speaking	and	listening.	You	mustbe	able
to	clearly	ask	questions	in	English	and	keep	track	of	whats	been	asked	in	order	to	successfully	solve	the	mystery.	How	to	Play	20	Questions1.	Decide	who	willbe	the	chooser.This	person	will	secretly	come	up	with	a	word	or	phrase.	You	may	use	categories	to	narrow	down	what	words	you	can	choose	(see	tip	#1	below).2.	Once	the	chooser	has	thought
of	a	word,	people	in	the	group	can	take	turns	asking	questions.	All	questions	must	use	a	yes-or-no	format;	this	means	that	the	chooser	may	only	answer	with	either	yes	or	no.	Those	asking	questions	typicallyuse	the	following	grammar	structures:Is	it	~?Can	it	~?Does	it	~?3.	Play	ends	when	either	the	word	has	been	guessed	(in	which	case	the	group
wins),	or	when	20	questions	have	been	asked	(in	which	case	the	chooser	wins).	Tips	for	Playing	20	QuestionsConsider	using	categories	to	narrow	down	the	types	of	words	and	phrases	the	chooser	can	pick.	For	example,	if	you	were	to	play	withthe	categoryCharacters,	the	chooser	must	think	of	a	well-known	character	from	a	book,	TV	show,	movie,
play,	etc.Start	broad	and	then	get	specific.	Most	people	who	play	this	game	start	with	basic	questions	about	color,	size,	etc.,	before	they	ask	more	specific	questions	about	things	like	relationships,	abilities,	likes/dislikes,	etc.You	may	use	pen	and	paper	to	keep	track	of	how	many	questions	have	been	asked.	This	is	especially	useful	in	big	groups	of
people.	3	English-Learning	Game	Websitesfor	Solo	LearnersNow	that	weve	gone	over	a	few	games	you	can	play	with	others,	lets	look	at	some	English-language	games	you	can	play	by	yourself.Unfortunately,	most	solo	games	dont	have	speaking	or	listening	components,	so	youll	need	to	supplement	these	games	with	real-life	English	practice	(ideally,
with	native	English	speakers).	That	said,	online	English	games	can	be	excellent	toolsfor	quickly	honing	your	skills	and	for	warming	up	before	study	sessions.Here	are	our	picks	for	the	top	websites	offering	online	English	games	for	solo	learners.And	the	best	part	is,	theyre	all	free!	ESL	Games	World	Grammar	GamesThis	popular	website	offers
numerous	flash	ESL	games	for	both	children	and	adults.	However,	its	grammar	section	offers	the	best	stockpile	of	games	geared	toward	intermediate	and	adult	English-language	learners.You	can	study	a	range	of	grammar	structures	and	parts	of	speechon	this	site,	including	past	and	present	tense,	conjunctions	(e.g.,	and,	but,	so),	and	prepositions
(e.g.,	in,	of,	to,	on).	Many	of	the	games	come	in	multiple	versionsto	address	a	variety	of	grammar	patterns.My	favorite	gamesare	the	basketball	and	soccer	ones	as	well	as	the	Fling	the	Teacher	game,	in	which	you	must	answer	questions	about	prepositions	to	prove	you	no	longer	need	a	teacher.	Many	of	these	games	are	two-playeras	well,	which	is	a
nice	touch	if	youve	got	a	buddy	you	want	to	study	with.There	are	a	couple	of	drawbacks,	though.	For	one,	some	of	the	games	immediately	end	when	you	get	just	one	question	wrong.	Its	frustrating	to	have	to	constantly	start	the	game	over	to	progress	to	the	next	question.	Another	problem	is	that	some	of	the	games	say	Continue	when	they	should	read
Restart	or	Play	Again.	While	Continue	implies	there	are	more	words	or	levels	left,	a	lot	of	the	time	the	game	simply	repeats.	Games	to	Learn	EnglishAnother	free	website,	Games	to	Learn	English	offers	several	high-quality	language-learning	games	for	honing	both	your	grammar	and	vocabulary	knowledge.With	all	games,	you	can	choose	specific
categoriesto	study.	For	example,	with	vocabulary-focused	games,	you	can	choose	to	studyjobs,	body	parts,	animals,	etc.	With	grammar-based	games,	you	can	work	with	sentence	patterns	such	as	the	conditional	if,	the	future	tense	(going	to	~),	etc.Many	games	work	well	for	adult	learners,	andI	particularly	enjoyed	the	grammar-centered	ones.	In	Fast
Phrases	you	createsentences	to	match	the	images	shown,	while	in	Bubbles	you	connect	words	to	form	sentences.	Hangman	is	anothersolid	option	if	you	want	to	improve	your	vocabulary	and	spelling.Some	of	the	games	even	let	you	upload	your	own	images	and	words	to	practice	with.	In	short,	youget	to	not	only	play	games	but	also	customize	what	you
learn	in	them!One	big	con,	however,	is	that	much	of	the	vocabulary	is	fairly	basic.	In	addition,	some	of	the	games	are	too	similar	to	one	another,	giving	the	website	a	slightly	repetitive	feeling.	Free	RiceThough	not	as	outwardly	fun	as	the	other	websites	on	this	list,	Free	Rice	is	a	great	way	to	practice	upper-level	English	vocabulary	and	grammarall
while	making	a	positive	impact	on	the	world!There	are	two	modes	you	can	play	forEnglish:	English	vocabularyandEnglish	grammar.	In	vocabulary	mode,	you	must	match	a	word	with	its	synonym	(a	word	with	the	same	meaning).	In	grammar	mode,	you	must	choose	one	of	two	sentences,	only	one	of	which	is	grammatically	correct.And	the	best	part?
For	every	correct	answer,	Free	Rice	donates	10	grains	of	rice	via	the	World	Food	Programme	to	help	end	world	hunger.Another	benefit	of	this	website	is	thatyou	can	choose	your	level.	There	are	five	levels	for	English	grammar	and	60	for	vocabulary.	(Quick	note:	I	looked	at	level	60	for	vocabulary	mode,	and	there	aremany	words	even	I,	a	native
English	speaker,	didnt	know!)The	only	major	con	is	that	Free	Riceisnt	as	flashy	and	interactive	as	the	other	resources	on	this	list,	so	if	youd	prefer	more	visual	stimulation	and	images,	opt	for	a	different	resource.	Conclusion:	How	English-Learning	Games	Can	Help	YouWhen	studying	English,	its	important	to	have	a	routine	and	access	to	high-quality
materials.	But	sometimes	studying	can	get	boringwhich	is	why	its	perfectly	OK	(and	even	encouraged!)	to	use	a	few	games	to	learn	English.Ultimately,	though,	you	need	to	make	sure	that	the	games	youre	using	are	high	quality.Good	games	will	teach	accurate	English,	be	effective,	entertain	you,	and	be	easy	to	play.Above,	we	gave	you	four	English-
learning	games	for	groups	and	three	English	websites	for	solo	studying.	As	you	usethese	and	other	games	to	learn	English,	remember	the	key	point:	while	games	for	learning	English	can	be	helpful,	you	shouldnt	rely	on	them	to	teach	you	English	from	scratch.	Games	are	best	used	as	supplementary	resources	to	cement	material	youve	already	studied
using	textbooks,	flashcards,and	other	resources.With	that	said,	go	ahead	and	explore	the	games	weve	compiled	for	you	as	well	as	any	other	high-quality	ones	you	find	along	the	way.	Most	importantly,	have	fun	learning	English!	Whats	Next?Need	more	help	learning	English?Get	some	guidance	on	setting	your	English-language	goals	with	our	article	on
how	to	learn	English	(coming	soon).Struggling	with	English	vocabulary?	Check	out	our	top	methodsfor	learning	English	vocabulary	fast	and	effectively	(coming	soon)!Are	you	planning	to	take	the	TOEFL?Get	expert	tips	on	how	to	prepare	for	the	TOEFL,andcheck	out	our	collection	of	the	best	TOEFL	strategies	you	need	to	know!	Discoveries	of
ceratopsian	remains	suggest	that	they	lived	in	groupsFossils	of	individual	herds	of	ceratopsians	have	been	discovered	in	bone	bedsThe	evidence	shows	ceratopsians	of	all	ages	and	genders	lived,	ate,	and	slept	in	groupsNumerous	fossils	support	the	idea	that	individual	ceratopsians	differed	from	each	other	Discoveries	of	ceratopsian	remains	suggest
that	they	lived	in	groupsFossils	of	individual	herds	of	ceratopsians	have	been	discovered	in	bone	bedsThe	evidence	shows	ceratopsians	of	all	ages	and	genders	lived,	ate,	and	slept	in	groupsNumerous	fossils	support	the	idea	that	individual	ceratopsians	differed	from	each	other	Since	the	passages	on	the	TOEFL	Reading	are	all	academic	texts,	the
vocabulary	is	also	at	the	academic	level.So,	why	does	this	matter?You	probably	already	know	that	you	should	study	academic	vocabulary,	but	did	you	know	that	there	is	an	actual	Academic	Word	List?	It	was	created	by	linguist	Averil	Coxhead	in	2001	and	it	contains	570	of	the	most	common	academic	words	used	in	scholarly	journals	and	texts.You	can
get	yourself	a	copy	of	the	Ultimate	TOEFL	Vocabulary	List.Heres	a	quick	example	of	one	of	the	academic	vocabulary	words	and	all	of	its	variations:Verb	form(s)	acquireNoun	form(s)	acquisition,	acquirement,	acquirerAdjective	form(s)	acquisitive,	acquirableAdverb	form(s)	acquisitivelyLet	me	make	something	clearYou	do	NOT	have	to	know	all	the
forms	of	a	single	word.	The	point	is	that	if	you	know	the	simple	verb	form,	(i.e.	acquire),	then	you	can	probably	figure	out	the	meaning	of	the	other	forms	of	the	same	word.	Dont	memorize	every	word	in	each	word	family,	just	focus	on	familiarizing	yourself	with	the	headword.	In	addition	to	learning	academic	vocabulary,	its	beneficial	to	learn	the	parts
of	words,	i.e.,	the	prefixes,	suffixes,	and	roots	of	words.	Knowing	that	ex-	means	out	of	or	not,	or	that	pro-	means	before	or	forward	will	you	give	you	the	advantage	of	being	able	to	dissect	words	that	you	do	not	completely	understand.	Whether	you	like	it	or	not,	there	will	be	words	in	the	TOEFL	Reading	section	that	you	simply	do	not	know.	This
TOEFL	Reading	tip	will	not	only	help	you	with	vocabulary	questions	but	for	any	part	of	the	text	you	do	not	fully	comprehend.	The	problem	is	that	there	are	literally	thousands	of	word	parts	and	some	are	more	useful	than	others.	Here	is	a	link	to	ourEssential	Word	Parts	List,	which	includes	all	219	word	parts	that	can	help	you	discern	the	meaning	of	a
word,	even	if	you	are	unfamiliar	with	it.	Below	is	a	list	of	our	54	most	common	prefixes.	You	can	find	the	rest	in	ourEssential	Word	Parts	List.	Group	1	Location	and	Movement	ab	away	from,	down	abandon,	abstain,	abnormal,	absurd,	abominable	ad	at,	towards	admire,	adapt,	adjacent,	admonish,	adversary	circum	to	go	around,	circle	circumvent,
circumstance,	circumstantial,	circumference,	circumcise	con-/co-/com-/col	together	collect,	company,	concentrate,	converge,	coexist	dia	through,	across	dialogue,	diachronic,	diameter,	diatribe,	diagram	equi	equal	equidistant,	equity,	equilibrium,	equinox,	equivalent.	ex	out	of,	not	exposure,	exaggerate,	exonerate,	exude,	exclusion	fore	front,	in
advance	foreground,	forearm,	forecast,	foreclose,	foreshadow	in	in,	on,	not	inception,	intone,	insinuate,	incorrect,	inaccurate	inter	among,	between	interaction,	intercept,	intermediate,	interject,	international	para	besides,	irregular,	beyond	paramedic,	paranormal,	paragraph,	paraphrase,	paranoid	per	thoroughly,	through	perceive,	persist,	peruse,
persevere	peri	about,	around,	near	periodical,	periscope,	perimeter,	peripheral	pro	before,	forward	procession,	proficiency,	prominent,	prologue,	prognosis	sub	under,	below,	slightly	imperfect	subatomic,	subconscious,	subdivide,	subjugate,	submission	syn-/sym	with,	together	sympathetic,	synergy,	synonym,	symbiotic,	symmetrical	tele	afar,	at	a
distance	telecast,	telecommunication,	telephone,	telescope,	television	trans	through,	across,	beyond	transcript,	transfer,	transcendence,	transport,	transactionGroup	2	Numbers	bi-/du	two	duplicate,	dual,	bisexual,	biweekly,	bipolar	cent	100	centenarian,	century,	centigrade,	centimeter,	centipede	mill	1000	millennium,	milliliter,	milligram,	millennial,
millipede	mono	one	monochrome,	monotone,	monogamy,	monopolize,	monotheism	multi	more	than	one	multicellular,	multicultural,	multimillionaire,	multitask,	multifaceted	poly	many	polyglot,	polygamy,	polyphonic,	polytheism,	polygon	quad	four	quad,	quadriplegic,	quadrangle,	quadruplet,	quadriceps	tri	three	tricycle,	tripod,	trio,	trimester,	triad	uni
one,	together	unicorn,	unicycle,	unify,	uniform,	universalGroup	3	Negatives	anti	against,	opposite	of	antidepressant,	antitrust,	antiwar,	antidote,	antisocial	contra	against,	in	opposition	of	contraband,	contraceptive,	contrast,	contrarian,	contradiction	dis	away	from,	the	reverse	effect	disable,	disadvantage,	disarm,	displace,	disrupt	il-/im-/in-/ir	not,
opposite	of	illegal,	imbecile,	irregular,	inability,	inconsistent,	illogical	mal	wrong,	badly	malefic,	malcontent,	malpractice,	malnourished,	malevolent	mis	wrong,	incorrect	misjudge,	mislead,	misprint,	mistreat,	misfortune	non	not	nonchalant,	noncompliant,	nonexistent,	nonrenewable,	nonfiction	un	negative,	opposite	force	unacceptable,	uneasy,
unhinged,	unrealistic,	unspeakableGroup	4	Academics	astro	the	stars,	outer	space	asteroid,	astrology,	astrolabe,	astronaut,	astrophysicist	geo	earth	geometry,	geothermal,	geography,	geolocation,	geometric	hydro	water	hydroelectric,	hydrometer,	hydrophobia,	hydropathic,	hydrodynamic	neur	nerves,	nervous	system	neuron,	neurological,
neuropathy,	neurosis,	neurosurgeon	psych	mind,	spirit,	that	which	breathes	psychedelic,	psychic,	psycho,	psychosis,	psychotic	socio	social,	society	sociocultural,	socioeconomic,	sociolinguistic,	sociopolitical,	sociopathGroup	5	More	Prefixes	ana	back,	again,	upwards	anagram,	analogy,	anatomy,	anachronism,	analyze	auto	by	oneself,	itself
autobiography,	autocracy,	autograph,	automatize,	autonomy	em,	en	to	cause	to	be	in,	to	confine	embark,	embezzle,	entourage,	enjoin,	encroach	hyper	over,	exaggeration	hyperactive,	hyperbolic,	hyperlink,	hypertension	meta	after,	change,	beyond	metamorphosis,	metaphysical,	metadata,	metabolism,	metaphor	neo	new	neologism,	neolithic,
neofascist,	neon,	neonate	over	more	than	usual,	too	much	overcooked,	overachiever,	overeducated,	overdose,	overslept	pan	all	pandemic,	panorama,	Pangea,	pan,	panacea	post	after	postmortem,	postmodernism,	posterity,	postscript,	postseason	pre	before	precaution,	preconditioned,	predestination	preordain,	preview	re	back,	again	rebuild,	recall,
recede,	reflect,	reconsider	super	above,	beyond	superimpose,	superlative	supernova,	superstar,	superrich	ult	last,	beyond	ultraconservative,	ultrasound,	ultimatum,	ultimate,	ulteriorRemember,	using	word	parts	will	not	always	work.	The	prefix	ab	may	mean	away	from	or	down	but	the	abs	around	your	stomach	have	nothing	to	do	with	this	prefix.
These	word	parts	are	tools	to	help	you	on	your	TOEFL	journey.	And	dont	forget,	this	TOEFL	Reading	tip	is	incomplete.	You	can	download	the	entire	Essential	Word	Parts	List	exclusively	from	TST	Prep	right	here.	You	must	read	actively.Passive	reading	is	when	you	read	a	newspaper	and	then	pretty	much	forget	everything	you	read	besides	some	vague



main	idea.	You	might	remember	that	you	read	about	the	war	in	Syria,	but	you	will	not	be	able	to	recall	the	first	line	of	the	third	paragraph	in	that	article.Active	reading	will	help	you	remember	a	lot	more	of	what	you	read.While	most	exams	in	college	test	your	memory,	the	TOEFL	tests	your	comprehension.	They	dont	want	to	see	if	you	can	remember
the	material,	but	if	you	can	understand	it.	So,	your	goal	is	to	understand	what	you	read.STEP	1	Before	you	start	reading	any	TOEFL	paragraph,	not	TOEFL	passage,	just	a	paragraph	within	the	Reading	passage,	imagine	you	are	a	teacher	and	ask	yourself,	How	am	I	going	to	explain	this	paragraph	to	a	six-year-old?And	thats	it.Thats	how	we	are	going
to	read	actively.	Thats	your	goal	when	you	read	any	TOEFL	paragraph.I	need	to	explain	this	to	a	6-year-oldSo	when	you	see	a	paragraph	before	you	start	to	answer	the	question,	imagine	you	are	going	to	have	to	teach	about	this	stuff	to	a	bunch	of	children.	Focus	on	understanding	the	main	idea	of	the	paragraph	in	a	clear	and	simple	way	before	you
start	to	answer	the	question.Let	me	show	you	a	quick	example	from	a	paragraph	from	a	reading	text.	The	title	sums	this	tip	up	fairly	well,	but	it	is	a	crucial	aspect	of	studying	that	most	students	neglect.I	have	seen	countless	TOEFL	takers	fall	into	the	practice	trap.	They	feel	that	the	best	way	to	improve	their	score	is	to	keep	doing	TOEFL	practice,	but
they	never	reflect	n	what	they	have	learned.This	is	why	all	of	our	private	TOEFL	students	are	taught	a	specific	four-step-system	for	studying	the	TOEFL,	called	The	PARA	Framework.P	PlanA	ActR	ReflectA	AdjustIn	this	system,	taking	a	practice	step	is	just	one	step	in	the	four-step	process	(act).	They	must	also	spend	a	significant	amount	of	time
planning,	reflecting	and	adjusting.Its	crucial	for	you	to	reflect	on	what	you	have	done	and	adjust	based	on	what	you	have	learned	through	reflection.	After	you	reflect	and	adjust,	its	time	to	plan.	Plan	on	taking	the	same	test	1-2	weeks	after	the	first	time	you	did	it.	Anticipate	that	you	remember	most	of	the	answers	visually,	not	necessarily	through
comprehension.	However,	your	goal	is	not	to	comprehend	more,	but	to	remember	what	you	have	already	learned	and	ensure	you	do	not	make	the	same	mistake	twice.	Here	is	a	link	to	our	free	PDF	of	100	TOEFL	Reading	short	questions.	The	average	TOEFL	Reading	passage	is	700	words,	followed	by	10	questions,	but	these	short	passages	are
between	100-250	words	and	are	followed	by	just	one	or	two	questions.	Why?	So	you	can	focus	on	understanding	what	you	read	and	mastering	each	question	type.	Not	only	will	practicing	short	passages	help	you	understand	why	you	got	a	certain	question	wrong	but	it	will	also	allow	you	to	narrow	your	focus	on	your	reading	strengths	and	weaknesses.
Are	you	preparing	for	the	TOEFL	exam	and	looking	to	enhance	your	reading	comprehension	skills?	Youve	come	to	the	right	place.	As	an	experienced	TOEFL	instructor	and	content	creator,	Ill	share	proven	strategies	to	help	you	excel	in	the	TOEFL	Reading	section.	Lets	dive	into	the	most	effective	techniques	to	boost	your	reading	comprehension	and
achieve	your	desired	score.TOEFL	Reading	Comprehension	StrategiesUnderstanding	the	TOEFL	Reading	SectionBefore	we	delve	into	improvement	strategies,	its	crucial	to	understand	what	the	TOEFL	Reading	section	entails.	This	section	assesses	your	ability	to	comprehend	academic	texts	and	answer	questions	about	them.	Youll	encounter	3-4
passages,	each	followed	by	10	questions,	with	a	total	time	limit	of	54-72	minutes,	depending	on	the	number	of	passages.Key	Features	of	TOEFL	Reading	PassagesAcademic	topics:	Ranging	from	science	and	history	to	arts	and	social	sciencesLength:	Approximately	700	words	eachVocabulary:	College-level	words	and	phrasesQuestion	types:	Multiple
choice,	insert	text,	and	summary	completionEffective	Strategies	to	Improve	Your	TOEFL	Reading	Comprehension1.	Expand	Your	Academic	VocabularyA	robust	vocabulary	is	essential	for	understanding	complex	academic	texts.	Heres	how	to	build	it:Read	extensively	from	academic	sources	like	textbooks,	journals,	and	reputable	online
publicationsCreate	flashcards	for	new	words,	including	definitions,	synonyms,	and	example	sentencesUse	vocabulary	apps	like	Quizlet	or	Anki	for	daily	practiceFocus	on	words	commonly	used	in	academic	contexts2.	Practice	Active	Reading	TechniquesActive	reading	involves	engaging	with	the	text	more	deeply.	Try	these	methods:Skim	the	passage
quickly	before	reading	in	detail	to	get	an	overviewIdentify	the	main	idea	and	supporting	details	in	each	paragraphTake	brief	notes	or	highlight	key	informationAsk	yourself	questions	about	the	content	as	you	read3.	Improve	Your	Reading	SpeedWhile	accuracy	is	crucial,	reading	speed	is	also	important	due	to	time	constraints.	Heres	how	to	enhance
it:Use	a	timer	when	practicing	to	increase	your	pace	graduallyTry	the	pointer	method	use	your	finger	or	a	pen	to	guide	your	eyes	as	you	readPractice	with	timed	reading	exercises	regularlyFocus	on	reading	phrases	rather	than	individual	words4.	Develop	Your	Inference	SkillsMany	TOEFL	Reading	questions	require	you	to	infer	information	not
explicitly	stated.	To	improve	this	skill:Practice	identifying	the	authors	tone	and	purposeLook	for	context	clues	to	understand	unfamiliar	words	or	conceptsDraw	logical	conclusions	based	on	the	information	providedAnalyze	relationships	between	ideas	in	the	text5.	Master	Different	Question	TypesFamiliarize	yourself	with	the	various	question	formats
in	the	TOEFL	Reading	section:Factual	Information	questions:	Practice	locating	specific	details	in	the	textInference	questions:	Work	on	drawing	logical	conclusions	from	the	passageVocabulary	questions:	Focus	on	understanding	words	in	contextSummary	and	table	completion	questions:	Practice	identifying	main	ideas	and	key	supporting	details6.	Use
High-Quality	TOEFL	Preparation	MaterialsInvest	in	reputable	TOEFL	study	resources	to	ensure	effective	practice:Official	TOEFL	iBT	Tests	(Volumes	1	and	2)	by	ETSThe	Official	Guide	to	the	TOEFL	TestCambridge	Preparation	for	the	TOEFL	TestBarrons	TOEFL	iBTLearn	more	about	the	best	TOEFL	preparation	books	and	resources7.	Implement	a
Structured	Study	PlanConsistency	is	key	when	improving	your	reading	skills.	Create	a	study	schedule	that	includes:Daily	vocabulary	practiceTimed	reading	exercisesRegular	mock	tests	to	assess	your	progressReview	sessions	to	analyze	your	mistakes	and	learn	from	themImportant	Tips	for	TOEFL	Reading	SuccessTime	management:	Allocate	your
time	wisely	during	the	test.	Aim	to	spend	about	20	minutes	per	passage	and	set	of	questions.Process	of	elimination:	For	multiple-choice	questions,	eliminate	obviously	incorrect	answers	to	increase	your	chances	of	selecting	the	right	one.Contextual	understanding:	Always	refer	back	to	the	passage	when	answering	questions.	Avoid	relying	solely	on
your	memory	or	prior	knowledge.Stay	calm	and	focused:	Practice	mindfulness	techniques	to	manage	test	anxiety	and	maintain	concentration	during	long	reading	passages.Read	diverse	materials:	Expose	yourself	to	various	academic	subjects	to	broaden	your	knowledge	base	and	improve	comprehension	across	different	topics.Next	Steps	to	Elevate
Your	TOEFL	Reading	PerformanceNow	that	you	have	a	solid	foundation	of	strategies,	its	time	to	put	them	into	practice:Take	a	diagnostic	test	to	identify	your	current	reading	comprehension	levelCreate	a	personalized	study	plan	based	on	your	strengths	and	weaknessesSet	realistic	goals	for	improvement	and	track	your	progress	regularlyJoin	online
TOEFL	study	groups	or	forums	to	share	experiences	and	tips	with	other	test-takersConsider	working	with	a	TOEFL	tutor	for	personalized	guidance	and	feedbackRemember,	improving	your	TOEFL	Reading	comprehension	is	a	gradual	process	that	requires	dedication	and	consistent	practice.	By	implementing	these	strategies	and	maintaining	a	positive
attitude,	youll	be	well	on	your	way	to	achieving	your	target	TOEFL	score.Explore	our	comprehensive	TOEFL	preparation	course	for	more	in-depth	guidanceAre	you	ready	to	take	your	TOEFL	Reading	skills	to	the	next	level?	Share	your	experiences	and	questions	in	the	comments	below,	and	dont	forget	to	check	out	our	other	TOEFL	preparation
resources	to	support	your	journey	to	success!	If	your	dream	is	to	attend	college	or	graduate	schoolin	an	English-speaking	country,	youll	likely	need	to	submit	scores	from	either	the	TOEFL	or	IELTS.	But	how	do	TOEFL	and	IELTS	scores	compare	with	each	other?	AreTOEFL	to	IELTSscore	conversions	actually	possible?	And	if	so,	what	can	these	score
conversions	tell	us	about	the	TOEFL	and	IELTS?In	this	article,	well	discuss	how	the	TOEFL	and	IELTS	scoring	systems	differ	and	then	provide	you	with	the	most	accurateTOEFL	IELTS	conversion	tablescurrently	available.	Finally,well	explain	how	you	can	use	this	information	on	IELTS	vs	TOEFL	scores	to	help	you	decide	which	test	you	should	take.
IELTS	vs	TOEFL	Scores:	How	Do	They	Differ?Generally	speaking,	the	TOEFL	iBT	and	IELTS	Academicare	fairly	similar	tests.	Both	exams	measure	your	proficiency	in	English	reading,	writing,	listening,	and	speaking.	Additionally,	both	exams	are	a	common	admission	requirement	for	undergraduate	and	graduate	education	in	English-speaking
countries.Nevertheless,each	test	uses	a	distinct	scoring	scale.	On	the	TOEFL,	test	takers	each	receive	four	scores	(one	each	for	Reading,	Writing,	Listening,	and	Speaking)	on	a	scale	of	0-30	in	1-point	increments.	These	four	scores	combine	for	atotal	TOEFL	score	out	of120points.	For	example,	if	I	were	to	score	29	on	Reading,	25	on	Writing,	24	on
Listening,	and	25	on	Speaking,	my	total	TOEFL	score	would	be29+25+24+25=103.On	the	IELTS,	test	takers	eachreceive	four	separate	band	scores	for	Reading,	Writing,	Listening,	and	Speaking	on	a	scale	of	0-9	in	half-point	increments.	Thetotal	IELTS	band	score	is	the	average(as	opposed	to	the	sum)	of	these	four	scores,	and	so	it	uses	the
samescale	of	0-9.	For	example,if	I	were	to	score	8	on	Reading,	7	on	Writing,	5	on	Listening,	and	6	on	Speaking,	my	total	IELTS	band	score	would	be	(8+7+5+6)/4=6.5.	Note	thattotal	IELTS	scores	always	round	to	the	nearest	half-point.TOEFL	IELTS	Conversion	ChartsIn	this	section,	we	give	youfive	TOEFL	to	IELTS	score	conversion	charts.	One	chart
is	fortotal	scores,	and	the	other	charts	are	for	each	section	of	the	exam.	But	how	accurate	are	these	charts?	Unfortunately,	there	is	no	official	TOEFL	IELTS	conversion	system.	This	is	because	different	groups	administer	the	TOEFL	and	IELTS.	Luckily,	though,	ETS	(the	creators	of	the	TOEFL)	offersTOEFL	IELTS	conversion	estimateson	its
website.These	estimates	were	foundusing	data	from	more	than	1,000	test	takers	who	took	both	the	TOEFL	and	IELTS.	So	althoughthese	charts	arent	100	percent	accurate,	theyre	the	closest	we	can	get	to	an	official	TOEFL	IELTS	conversion	system!In	addition,	its	important	for	you	to	remember	that	theTOEFL	and	IELTS	do	not	test	identical	content.
In	fact,	there	are	many	major	differences	between	the	two	exams!	For	example,	the	TOEFL	Reading	section	focuses	on	university-level	texts,	whereas	the	IELTS	Reading	section	offers	a	wider	variety	of	texts,	such	as	newspaper	and	magazine	articles.	Furthermore,	on	the	TOEFL	Speaking	section	you	must	speak	into	a	computer	microphone,	whereas
on	the	IELTS	you	must	converse	in	English	with	a	human	evaluator.And	now,	without	further	delay,	here	are	theTOEFL	IELTS	conversion	charts!	TOEFL	to	IELTS:	Total	ScoresTOEFLIELTS118-1209115-1178.5110-1148102-1097.594-101779-936.560-78646-595.535-45532-344.50-310-4	TOEFL	to	IELTS:	ReadingTOEFLIELTS309298.529827-287.524-
26719-236.513-1868-125.54-7534.50-20-4	TOEFL	to	IELTS:	WritingTOEFLIELTS309308.5308297.527-28724-266.521-23618-205.514-17512-134.50-110-4	TOEFL	to	IELTS:	ListeningTOEFLIELTS309298.5288277.524-26720-236.512-1967-115.54-6534.50-20-4	TOEFL	to	IELTS:	SpeakingTOEFLIELTS30928-298.526-27824-257.523720-226.518-19616-
175.514-15512-134.50-110-4	What	Do	the	TOEFL	IELTS	Conversion	Charts	Mean	for	You?As	you	can	see	in	these	charts,	the	TOEFL	scoring	scale	uses	a	much	larger	span	of	points	(0-120)	than	the	IELTS	(0-9)	does.	With	theTOEFL,	youre	gettinga	more	precise	indicator	of	your	English	proficiency.For	example,	theres	a	bigdifference	between	60	and
93	on	the	TOEFL:	60	isnt	usually	highenough	for	admissioninto	U.S.	universities,	whereas	93	is	a	solid	score.	In	fact,	93	is	higher	than	the	average	required	TOEFL	score	of	78.On	the	IELTS,	however,	60	and	93	convert	into6	and	6.5,	respectively.	Thats	only	a	half-point	difference!	So	even	if	your	English	skills	are	actually	somewhere	between	6	and
6.5	(or,	between	60	and	93	on	the	TOEFL),	you	cant	see	these	minute	differences	in	language	comprehension	on	the	IELTS	like	you	canon	the	TOEFL.Also,the	TOEFL	does	not	round	scores,	whereas	the	IELTS	does.On	the	IELTS,	a	score	of6.125	rounds	down	to	6	which	is,	unfortunately,	just	below	the	average	IELTS	score	required	for	admission	into
U.S.	universities.	However,	with	a	score	of	78	on	the	TOEFL	which	corresponds	to6	on	the	IELTS	youre	guaranteed	tomeet	the	minimumadmission	requirements	for	manyU.S.	universities.So	if	youre	trying	to	get	accepted	into	as	many	U.S.	universities	as	possible,	the	TOEFL	scoring	system	makes	it	slightly	easier	to	getthe	score	you	need	for
admission.For	instance,	UCLAs	graduate	school	requires	either	a	minimum	TOEFL	score	of	87	or	a	minimum	IELTS	band	score	of	7.	But	according	to	the	conversion	chart	above,	87	on	the	TOEFL	converts	into	6.5	on	the	IELTS	which	is	a	half-point	lower	than	the	required	IELTS	score	for	UCLA!	Thus,	it	may	be	alittle	easier	to	meet	the	English
requirements	for	UCLA	if	you	opt	for	the	TOEFL	over	the	IELTS.That	being	said,	many	U.S.	universitiesspecify	TOEFL	score	requirements	for	each	section	(Reading,	Writing,	Listening,	and	Speaking),	whichcan	make	itdifficult	to	get	accepted	into	U.S.	schools.	Why?	Becauseeven	if	you	meet	the	total	TOEFL	score	requirement,	if	one	of	your	section
scores	is	too	low,	your	application	may	be	rejected!	Meanwhile,	with	the	IELTS,	most	U.S.	schools	onlyrequire	a	minimum	total	band	score,	not	individual	section	scores.	As	a	result,	you	usually	wont	have	to	worry	about	attaining	certain	IELTS	section	scores	just	a	total	score.Ultimately,	although	TOEFL	to	IELTS	score	conversions	can	help	you	get	a
feel	for	how	TOEFL	scores	compare	to	IELTS	scores,	dont	rely	on	these	charts	to	tell	you	which	test	you	should	take.	Do	your	research,	figure	out	which	schools	youre	interested	in,	and	choose	the	test	thatll	give	youyour	best	shot	at	getting	accepted!	Whats	Next?Want	to	learn	more	about	TOEFL	scoring?	Read	our	in-depth	guides	to	learn	what	a
good	TOEFL	score	is	and	what	the	TOEFL	score	range	means	for	you.Still	deciding	betweenthe	TOEFL	or	IELTS?Our	detailed	analysisintroduces	the	pros	and	cons	of	the	two	exams	and	offershelpful	advice	on	how	toselect	the	best	test	for	you.Looking	for	TOEFL	help?Then	check	out	our	guide	to	the	five	best	TOEFL	books	and	test	yourself	with	high-
quality	TOEFL	practice	questions	and	tests.	Navigating	the	TOEFL	reading	exam	can	be	challenging,	especially	for	ESL	students.	However,	with	the	right	strategies	and	guidance,	success	is	within	reach.	Weve	compiled	the	top	10	tips	to	help	you	in	your	TOEFL	journey.TOEFL	Reading	ExamThe	TOEFL	Reading	exam	is	a	crucial	component	for	ESL
(English	as	a	Second	Language)	students	aiming	to	showcase	their	proficiency	in	English.	This	segment	of	the	Test	of	English	as	a	Foreign	Language	(TOEFL)	is	designed	to	evaluate	your	reading	comprehension	skills.	The	exam	presents	a	series	of	passages	extracted	from	academic	texts,	covering	diverse	topics	such	as	science,	history,	social
sciences,	and	literature.Following	each	passage	are	multiple-choice	questions	that	assess	your	ability	to	understand	and	analyze	complex	written	material.	Its	not	just	about	recalling	information;	the	TOEFL	Reading	exam	evaluates	your	capacity	to	identify	key	ideas,	make	inferences,	and	comprehend	the	nuances	of	vocabulary	in	context.	Navigating
through	this	section	successfully	demonstrates	your	readiness	to	engage	with	academic	content	in	English.	So,	buckle	up,	embrace	the	challenge,	and	lets	explore	how	to	conquer	the	TOEFL	Reading	exam	together!TOEFL	Reading	TipsMastering	the	TOEFL	reading	section	is	crucial	for	success	in	the	overall	exam,	as	it	assesses	your	ability	to
understand	and	analyze	written	texts	in	English.	Here	are	the	top	tips	to	excel	in	the	TOEFL	reading	exam:Practice	RegularlyConsistent	practice	is	key.	Familiarize	yourself	with	various	types	of	reading	passages	to	enhance	your	comprehension	skills	and	speed.	Heres	a	free	TOEFL	reading	practice	exercise:TOEFL	Reading	Practice.Build	Your
VocabularyStrengthen	your	vocabulary	by	reading	a	variety	of	English	texts.	This	will	help	you	understand	the	context	and	meaning	of	words	used	in	TOEFL	reading	passages.Underline	Key	InformationWhile	reading	the	passages,	underline	or	take	notes	on	key	information,	main	ideas,	and	supporting	details.	This	will	aid	in	quickly	locating	relevant
information.Skim	and	Scan	EfficientlyDevelop	efficient	skimming	and	scanning	techniques	to	quickly	identify	the	main	idea,	headings,	and	specific	details.	This	skill	is	crucial	for	managing	your	time	effectively.Pay	Attention	to	Transition	WordsTransition	words	such	as	however,	moreover,	and	nevertheless	provide	important	clues	about	the
relationships	between	ideas	in	the	passage.	Recognizing	these	connections	enhances	your	understanding.Practice	Time	ManagementEach	reading	section	has	a	time	limit.	Practice	managing	your	time	effectively	during	practice	sessions	to	ensure	you	can	complete	each	passage	and	associated	questions	within	the	allocated	time.Read	ActivelyEngage
actively	with	the	passage.	Think	critically	about	the	authors	purpose,	tone,	and	argument.	This	approach	will	prepare	you	for	questions	that	assess	your	understanding	of	the	authors	viewpoint.Predict	Answers	Before	Reviewing	ChoicesFormulate	your	answer	before	looking	at	the	choices	provided.	It	will	help	you	avoid	the	tempting	but	incorrect
options	and	allow	you	to	focus	on	the	most	accurate	choice.Be	Mindful	of	SynonymsTOEFL	questions	often	use	synonyms	for	words	in	the	passage.	Be	attentive	to	these	variations,	and	dont	get	thrown	off	by	slight	changes	in	wording.Review	and	Learn	from	MistakesAfter	completing	practice	exams	or	exercises,	thoroughly	review	your	mistakes.
Understand	why	you	selected	incorrect	answers	and	learn	from	them	to	avoid	similar	errors	in	the	actual	exam.Identify	Question	TypesFamiliarize	yourself	with	various	question	types	in	the	reading	section,	such	as	main	idea,	detail-oriented,	inference,	and	vocabulary	questions.	Knowing	the	distinctive	features	of	each	question	type	will	help	you
approach	them	strategically.Improve	Reading	SpeedPractice	reading	passages	at	a	pace	that	allows	you	to	grasp	the	main	ideas	and	key	details	efficiently.	Avoid	reading	too	slowly,	as	it	can	lead	to	comprehension	issues,	and	be	mindful	not	to	sacrifice	understanding	for	speed.Use	Process	of	EliminationWhen	faced	with	multiple-choice	questions,
eliminate	obviously	incorrect	answer	choices	to	increase	your	chances	of	selecting	the	correct	one.	This	systematic	approach	improves	your	odds,	especially	when	you	are	uncertain	about	a	particular	answer.Consider	Context	in	Vocabulary	QuestionsIn	vocabulary	questions,	pay	attention	to	the	context.	Analyze	the	surrounding	sentences	to	infer	the
meaning	of	the	word	based	on	the	overall	passage	context.Practice	with	Authentic	MaterialUtilize	official	TOEFL	practice	materials	and	sample	tests	to	simulate	the	exam	environment	as	closely	as	possible.	This	exposure	to	authentic	TOEFL	content	will	familiarize	you	with	the	format	and	types	of	questions	youll	encounter	on	test	day.TOEFL	Reading
GradingThe	TOEFL	Reading	exam	is	graded	on	a	scale	of	0	to	30	points,	with	each	correct	answer	contributing	to	your	overall	score.	There	are	three	to	four	reading	passages	in	the	exam,	and	for	each	passage,	youll	encounter	a	set	of	multiple-choice	questions.	The	total	number	of	correct	answers	across	all	passages	determines	your	raw	score.	This
raw	score	is	then	converted	into	a	scaled	score	within	the	0	to	30	range.	The	conversion	process	is	designed	to	ensure	fairness	and	consistency	across	different	test	administrations,	accounting	for	variations	in	difficulty	levels	among	different	test	versions.If	you	want	to	easily	check	out	your	TOEFL	score,	search	TOEFL	score	calculator	on	Google.
Youll	find	multiple	online	score	converters	that	will	save	you	time	from	going	over	the	scale	and	comparing	it	to	your	raw	score.FAQs	About	TOEFL	Reading	TipsHere	are	some	of	the	most	frequently	asked	questions	about	the	best	tips	for	taking	the	TOEFL	reading	exam.How	can	I	improve	my	reading	in	TOEFL?To	improve	your	reading	in	TOEFL,
practice	regularly	by	reading	academic	articles,	newspapers,	and	diverse	texts	in	English.	Focus	on	understanding	main	ideas,	key	details,	and	vocabulary	in	context.	Heres	a	list	of	the	best	tips	for	improving	your	TOEFL	reading	score:Practice	RegularlyBuild	Your	VocabularyUnderline	Key	InformationSkim	and	Scan	EfficientlyPay	Attention	to
Transition	WordsPractice	Time	ManagementRead	ActivelyPredict	Answers	Before	Reviewing	ChoicesBe	Mindful	of	SynonymsReview	and	Learn	from	MistakesIdentify	Question	TypesImprove	Reading	SpeedUse	Process	of	EliminationConsider	Context	in	Vocabulary	QuestionsPractice	with	Authentic	MaterialHow	do	you	score	full	in	TOEFL	reading?
Scoring	full	in	TOEFL	reading	requires	careful	time	management,	effective	skimming	and	scanning	techniques,	and	a	strong	grasp	of	English	vocabulary.	Practice	with	official	TOEFL	materials	to	familiarize	yourself	with	the	exam	format.Is	TOEFL	reading	difficult?The	difficulty	of	TOEFL	reading	varies	for	individuals,	but	many	find	it	challenging	due
to	complex	vocabulary,	academic	content,	and	time	constraints.	Regular	practice	and	exposure	to	diverse	English	texts	can	help	build	the	necessary	skills.What	is	the	average	reading	score	in	TOEFL?The	average	reading	score	in	TOEFL	is	around	20-21	out	of	30.	However,	score	ranges	can	vary,	and	its	essential	to	check	the	requirements	of	the
institutions	you	are	applying	to	for	specific	score	expectations.What	are	the	most	common	reading	topics	for	TOEFL?Common	reading	topics	for	TOEFL	include	science,	history,	social	sciences,	and	literature.	Familiarizing	yourself	with	these	topics	and	practising	with	a	variety	of	texts	can	enhance	your	readiness	for	the	exam.Is	TOEFL	reading
harder	than	IELTS?The	level	of	difficulty	in	TOEFL	Reading	compared	to	IELTS	Reading	is	subjective	and	varies	from	person	to	person.	TOEFL	Reading	usually	includes	more	academic	content	and	may	require	a	higher	level	of	vocabulary	comprehension.	On	the	other	hand,	IELTS	Reading	contains	a	mixture	of	general	and	academic	texts.	Both
exams	evaluate	similar	skills	such	as	reading	comprehension,	and	understanding	implicit	and	explicit	information.	Ultimately,	the	perceived	difficulty	depends	on	your	familiarity	with	academic	English	and	personal	preferences	in	test	formats.	TOEFL	Reading	Tips:	Join	the	ConversationPreparing	for	the	TOEFL	reading	exam?	Let	us	know	which	tip
helped	you	the	most.	Always	remember,	practice	makes	perfect!To	succeed	in	the	TOEFL	reading	section,	it's	essential	to	develop	strong	reading	comprehension,	vocabulary,	and	time	management	skills.	Knowing	how	to	improve	your	TOEFL	reading	abilities	with	daily	practice	can	significantly	boost	your	performance.	By	engaging	in	active	reading,
expanding	your	vocabulary,	and	practicing	under	timed	conditions,	you	can	sharpen	your	skills	and	build	confidence.	Understanding	the	TOEFL	reading	section's	structure	and	utilizing	helpful	resources	will	set	you	on	the	right	path.	Lets	explore	effective	techniques	to	improve	your	TOEFL	reading	skills	through	consistent	practice.	Understanding	the
TOEFL	iBT	Reading	Section	is	the	most	important	step	for	effective	daily	practice	of	TOEFL	reading	skills	because	it	lays	the	foundation	for:	Effective	Preparation:	Knowing	the	structure	and	question	types	helps	in	targeting	specific	skills	needed	for	the	exam.	Focused	Practice:	It	allows	you	to	craft	your	daily	practice	sessions	to	address	identified
weaknesses	and	reinforce	strengths.	Confidence	Building:	Understanding	what	is	expected	in	the	TOEFL	reading	section	boosts	confidence	during	practice	and	on	test	day.	Regular	reading	not	only	reinforces	essential	skills	like	comprehension	and	vocabulary	but	also	builds	stamina	needed	for	the	exam's	duration.	Lets	see	how	you	can	do	this.	Set
Daily	Goals:	Establish	achievable	goals	to	build	stamina	and	consistency	in	your	reading	practice.	For	example,	you	might	aim	to	read	one	academic	article	or	two	news	editorials	each	day.	Tracking	your	progress	in	a	journal	or	using	an	app	can	help	you	stay	motivated	and	accountable.	Active	Reading	Techniques:	Active	reading	involves	summarizing
paragraphs,	identifying	main	ideas,	and	highlighting	key	details	to	deeply	engage	with	the	text.	Active	Reading	Techniques	Description	Summarizing	Paragraphs	Condense	the	main	points	of	each	paragraph	into	concise	summaries	to	grasp	the	overall	structure	and	key	ideas.	Identifying	Main	Ideas	Actively	seek	out	central	concepts	or	arguments
presented	in	the	passage	to	understand	key	themes.	Highlighting	Key	Details	Mark	or	highlight	important	information	that	supports	main	ideas	or	provides	context	for	better	retention.	Check	out	-	Top	5	Tips	to	Master	English	Vocabulary	for	TOEFL	iBT	Building	a	strong	vocabulary	is	key	to	mastering	daily	TOEFL	reading	practice.	It	enhances	your
ability	to	understand	and	engage	with	complex	passages,	improving	overall	comprehension	and	test	performance.	Let's	explore	effective	strategies	for	expanding	your	vocabulary:	Contextual	Learning:	Learn	new	words	in	context	while	reading.	Pay	attention	to	how	words	are	used	in	sentences	and	paragraphs	to	grasp	their	meanings	and	nuances.
This	method	helps	you	remember	words	better	and	understand	their	appropriate	usage.	Flashcards	and	Apps:	Use	TOEFL	vocabulary	flashcards	and	apps	to	reinforce	word	retention.	Regularly	review	and	quiz	yourself	to	strengthen	your	vocabulary	base.	Many	apps	offer	interactive	and	engaging	ways	to	learn	and	practice	new	words.	Effective	time
management	is	also	crucial	for	maximising	your	daily	TOEFL	reading	practice.	It	ensures	you	can	complete	passages	within	the	allotted	time,	improving	speed	and	accuracy.	Let's	discuss	some	practical	strategies	to	manage	your	time	effectively	during	TOEFL	preparation.	Simulated	Tests:	Take	regular	timed	practice	tests	to	simulate	real	exam
conditions.	Practicing	under	timed	conditions	helps	you	improve	your	reading	speed	and	accuracy	while	managing	the	pressure	of	the	actual	test.	Review	and	Analyse:	Following	each	practice	test,	it's	essential	to	go	over	your	answers	and	examine	any	errors	made.	Identify	patterns	of	errors	and	areas	needing	improvement,	such	as	comprehension	of
specific	question	types	or	vocabulary	gaps.	Take	advantage	of	official	and	supplementary	TOEFL	resources	to	enhance	your	preparation.	Official	TOEFL	Practice	Materials:	Use	official	TOEFL	practice	tests	and	sample	questions	to	make	yourself	familiar	with	the	test	format	and	question	types.	These	materials	are	designed	to	closely	mimic	the	actual
exam,	providing	valuable	practice.	Online	Platforms:	Explore	reputable	online	platforms	offering	TOEFL	reading	practice	exercises	and	tips.	Many	websites	and	apps	provide	additional	practice	opportunities,	expert	guidance,	and	interactive	tools	to	help	you	prepare	effectively.	Want	to	score	high	on	the	TOEFL?Practice	smarter	with	our	expert-
designed	TOEFL	Practice	Tests!	Engaging	in	consistent	daily	practice	for	the	TOEFL	reading	section	can	be	highly	motivating.	It	allows	you	to	track	your	progress	over	time,	notice	improvements	and	build	confidence	in	tackling	complex	passages.	Join	Study	Group:	Participate	in	TOEFL	study	groups	or	forums	to	discuss	reading	strategies,	share
insights,	and	learn	from	others	experiences.	Teacher	or	Tutor	Support:	Seek	guidance	from	TOEFL	teachers	or	tutors	for	personalized	feedback	on	your	reading	skills.	You	might	find	this	helpful:	TOEFL	iBT	Reading	Score	Calculation:	Marking	Scheme,	Score	Interpretation	Now	that	weve	come	to	the	end	of	this	blog,	we	present	you	with	an	expert
curated	daily	practice	plan	to	help	you	structure	your	study	sessions	effectively.	This	plan	incorporates	various	activities	aimed	at	enhancing	your	reading	skills,	vocabulary,	and	overall	TOEFL	preparation.	Day	Activity	Description	Time	Allocation	1	Read	an	academic	article	Choose	an	article	from	a	reputable	journal	or	academic	source.	Direct	your
attention	towards	comprehending	the	main	concepts	and	specific	details.	30	minutes	2	Practice	vocabulary	with	flashcards	Use	TOEFL-specific	flashcards	or	apps	to	review	and	learn	new	vocabulary	words.	Practice	in	context	to	retain	meanings	better.	20	minutes	3	Take	a	timed	practice	passage	Complete	a	TOEFL	reading	passage	under	timed
conditions.	This	helps	improve	your	reading	speed	and	accuracy.	40	minutes	4	Review	and	analyse	practice	passage	Go	over	the	practice	passage	you	completed.	Analyse	your	mistakes,	understand	the	correct	answers,	and	learn	from	any	errors.	30	minutes	5	Read	a	news	editorial	Select	an	editorial	from	a	major	news	outlet.	Focus	on	the	author's
arguments,	evidence,	and	writing	style.	30	minutes	6	Join	a	study	group	discussion	Participate	in	a	study	group	or	forum.	Discuss	reading	strategies,	share	insights,	and	learn	from	others'	experiences.	1	hour	7	Take	a	full-length	practice	test	Complete	a	full-length	TOEFL	practice	test.	This	simulates	the	actual	exam	conditions	and	helps	you	build
stamina.	2	hours	I	hope	this	blog	on	How	to	Improve	TOEFL	Reading	Skills	was	helpful	in	providing	clear	strategies	and	daily	practice	tips.	By	consistently	applying	these	techniques,	you	can	enhance	your	reading	comprehension,	vocabulary,	and	test	performance.	Stay	focused,	practice	regularly,	and	success	will	follow.	Also	Read:	Strong	reading
skills	are	essential	for	performing	well	in	the	TOEFL	exam.	The	reading	section	tests	your	ability	to	process	information	quickly	and	accurately,	making	it	crucial	to	develop	strategies	that	enhance	both	speed	and	comprehension.	Lets	explore	10	Tips	to	Improve	TOEFL	Reading	Speed	and	Comprehension	to	help	you	read	efficiently,	grasp	key	details,
and	confidently	tackle	the	exam.	Struggling	with	reading	comprehension?Check	out	our	TOEFL	Reading	Practice	Tests	to	boost	your	skills	and	ace	the	exam!	Here	are	the	10	Tips	to	Improve	TOEFL	Reading	Speed	and	Comprehension	to	help	you	read	faster	and	understand	complex	texts	more	effectively:	1.	Develop	Skimming	Techniques	Skimming	is
a	technique	where	you	quickly	run	your	eyes	over	the	text	to	get	the	gist	of	the	content.	Practice	skimming	by	reading	the	first	and	last	sentences	of	paragraphs	and	paying	attention	to	keywords	and	phrases.	This	method	helps	you	grasp	the	main	ideas	without	getting	bogged	down	by	every	detail.	2.	Practice	Reading	Aloud	Reading	aloud	can
improve	your	comprehension	and	retention	of	information.	This	practice	forces	you	to	slow	down	and	process	each	word	and	sentence	more	carefully.	It	also	helps	improve	your	pronunciation	and	fluency,	which	can	be	beneficial	for	other	sections	of	the	TOEFL	exam	as	well.	3.	Annotate	as	You	Read	Mark	up	your	reading	passages	with	notes,
underlines,	and	highlights.	Annotating	helps	you	engage	with	the	text	and	identify	key	points,	themes,	and	unfamiliar	vocabulary.	This	active	reading	strategy	makes	it	easier	to	refer	back	to	important	information	when	answering	questions.	4.	Build	Background	Knowledge	Having	background	knowledge	on	a	variety	of	topics	can	make	reading
comprehension	easier.	Read	extensively	on	subjects	like	science,	history,	and	current	events	to	build	a	reservoir	of	knowledge.	This	familiarity	can	help	you	understand	and	interpret	passages	more	quickly	and	accurately.	5.	Utilize	Graphic	Organizers	Graphic	organizers,	such	as	mind	maps,	Venn	diagrams,	and	flowcharts,	can	help	you	visually
organize	information	from	a	reading	passage.	These	tools	assist	in	breaking	down	complex	texts	into	manageable	parts	and	understanding	relationships	between	different	pieces	of	information.	You	might	find	this	helpful	:	TOEFL	iBT	Reading	Score	Calculation:	Marking	Scheme,	Score	Interpretation	6.	Set	Reading	Goals	Set	specific,	measurable
reading	goals	for	each	study	session.	For	example,	aim	to	read	a	certain	number	of	pages	or	complete	a	set	number	of	practice	questions.	Setting	goals	keeps	you	focused	and	motivated,	ensuring	that	each	study	session	is	productive.	7.	Engage	in	Timed	Reading	Drills	Timed	reading	drills	help	you	improve	your	reading	speed	and	test-taking	stamina.
Use	a	timer	to	challenge	yourself	to	read	passages	within	a	set	timeframe.	Gradually	decrease	the	time	as	you	become	more	proficient,	aiming	to	read	faster	while	maintaining	comprehension.	8.	Leverage	Technology	Use	technology	to	aid	your	reading	practice.	Tools	like	audiobooks,	text-to-speech	software,	and	e-readers	with	built-in	dictionaries	can
enhance	your	learning	experience.	These	technologies	allow	you	to	listen	to	and	read	texts	simultaneously,	improving	both	your	listening	and	reading	skills.	9.	Reflect	on	What	You	Read	After	finishing	a	passage,	take	a	few	moments	to	reflect	on	what	you	have	read.	Summarize	the	main	points,	analyze	the	author's	arguments,	and	consider	any
questions	or	thoughts	that	arise.	Reflecting	on	the	text	reinforces	comprehension	and	helps	you	retain	the	information.	10.	Stay	Consistent	and	Persistent	Consistency	and	persistence	are	key	to	improving	reading	speed	and	comprehension.	Set	aside	regular,	dedicated	time	for	reading	practice	and	stick	to	it.	Over	time,	you	will	notice	improvements
in	your	ability	to	read	quickly	and	understand	complex	texts.	I	hope	this	blog	on	10	Tips	to	Improve	TOEFL	Reading	Speed	and	Comprehension	has	provided	useful	strategies	to	enhance	your	reading	efficiency.	By	practicing	consistently	and	applying	these	techniques,	you	can	improve	both	speed	and	understanding	for	a	better	TOEFL	score.	Keep
refining	your	skills,	and	youll	be	well-prepared	for	success!	Additional	Resources	:	The	TOEFL	Speaking	section	can	be	intimidating:	You	have	to	record	yourself	talking	for	an	exam?	What	kinds	of	TOEFL	Speaking	questions	will	you	be	asked?	How	many	questions	are	there?	What	will	you	need	to	talk	about?	How	long	will	you	need	to	speak?In	this
guide,	we	answer	all	those	questions	and	more	so	youll	know	exactly	what	to	expect	from	this	challenging	section	and	how	to	do	well	on	it.We	explain	every	type	of	question	youll	see	on	TOEFL	Speaking	and	how	you	should	answer	it,	plus	offer12	TOEFL	Speaking	topics	for	you	to	practice	with	as	you	study	for	the	exam.	An	Introduction	to	TOEFL
Speaking	TopicsThe	TOEFL	Speaking	section	lasts	20	minutes	and	includes	six	tasks.	Youll	be	able	to	take	notes	during	this	entire	section.	In	TOEFL	Speaking,	there	are	two	independent	speaking	tasks	and	four	integrated	tasks.	For	integrated	tasks,	test-takers	will	need	to	use	more	than	one	skill	when	responding.The	individual	tasks	will	be
described	in	more	detail	in	the	next	sections.Also,	its	important	to	know	that	you	wont	be	speaking	to	a	real	person	during	this	section.	Instead,	youll	hear	recorded	conversations	and	respond	by	speaking	into	a	microphone.	After	your	exam,	TOEFL	graders	will	then	listen	to	your	responses.This	section	tests	your	ability	to	speak	effectively	in
academic	settings.	Youll	be	graded	on	how	completely	you	answer	each	question,	your	ability	to	speak	clearly	and	coherently,	and	your	vocabulary	and	grammar.The	following	three	sections	explain	the	three	format	types	youll	see	on	the	Speaking	section.	There	are	two	tasks	for	each	format	type,	and	for	each	format	type	Ill	give	an	official	sample
question,	explain	the	format	of	the	tasks,	and	end	with	tips	on	how	to	approach	the	tasks.	TOEFL	Independent	Speaking	TasksThe	first	two	TOEFL	iBT	Speaking	topics	are	independent	speaking	tasks	that	draw	on	the	students	own	ideas,	opinions,	and	experiences	when	responding.	Preparation	Time:	15	secondsSpeaking	Time:	45	seconds	Official
Sample	Question	TheTasksThere	are	two	main	types	of	independent	speaking	tasks	youll	see	on	the	TOEFL.	Task	1:	Choose	From	One	OptionFor	the	first	task,	youll	be	given	a	situation	where	there	are	many	possible	answers,	and	youll	need	to	choose	one	option.The	above	question	is	an	example	of	this	type	of	task.After	making	your	decision	(which
youll	need	to	do	quickly	since	you	only	have	15	seconds	to	prepare!),	youll	then	need	to	support	that	choice.	Task	2:	Choose	From	Two	OptionsFor	the	second	task,	youll	be	presented	with	two	options	and	need	to	make	a	choice	between	the	two	of	them.	You	may	be	choosing	which	one	you	prefer,	which	you	think	is	a	better	idea,	or	something
similar.Like	the	first	task,	after	making	your	choice	youll	need	to	support	that	decision	with	specific	examples.	How	to	ApproachtheTasksThe	two	independent	speaking	questions	will	ask	a	question	on	a	familiar	topic	you	can	speak	about	without	the	help	of	outside	materials.	Youll	be	giving	your	opinion	or	describing	information	you	know.Many
students	find	these	two	to	be	the	least	challenging	of	the	Speaking	tasks,	but	that	doesnt	mean	theyre	guaranteed	to	be	easy	or	that	you	can	just	talk	about	whatever	you	want.The	most	important	part	of	these	questions	is	the	why.Youll	always	be	asked	to	support	your	answer,	whether	by	explaining	why	you	feel	a	certain	way	or	by	giving	examples
that	justify	your	answer.The	key	to	answering	these	questions	well	is	to	give	specific	examples	and	details	to	support	your	main	idea.	Dont	be	vague	or	wishy-washy	with	your	answers;	make	a	strong	argument	for	your	opinion	and	let	the	grader	know	exactly	why	you	feel	the	way	you	do.	TOEFL	Integrated	Speaking	Tasks	With	Reading	and
ListeningTasks	3	and	4,	the	first	two	integrated	TOEFL	iBT	Speaking	topics,	require	students	to	read	a	short	passage,	listen	to	an	audio	recording,	then	answer	a	question	based	on	material	from	both	the	written	passage	and	the	audio	recording.Reading	Time:	45	secondsListening	Time:	Varies,	but	about	60	secondsPreparation	Time:	30
secondsSpeaking	Time:	60	seconds	Official	Sample	Question	ThetasksTask	3:	Explain	an	Opinion	on	a	Campus	IssueThe	third	Speaking	task	will	be	based	on	a	topic	similar	to	one	youd	likely	encounter	in	class	or	on	campus.	It	could	be	related	to	campus	dining,	transportation,	extracurriculars,	sports,	or	course	requirements,	among	other	topics.First,
youll	have	a	short	passage	to	read,	which	will	likely	be	an	announcement	or	clip	from	a	newspaper.	Youll	then	hear	an	audio	clip	of	two	people	discussing	the	written	passage.	They	will	usually	disagree	with	each	other.In	general,	the	question	will	ask	you	to	summarize	and	explain	the	opinion	of	one	of	the	speakers.	For	this	task,	youll	be	explaining
someone	elses	opinion,	not	giving	your	own	opinion	on	the	issue.	Task	4:	Explain	a	Lecture	TopicTask	4	follows	the	same	format	as	Task	3,	but	it	focuses	on	a	lecture	rather	than	a	campus	issue.The	written	passage	typically	comes	from	a	textbook	and	explains	a	term	or	concept.The	audio	recording	is	usually	of	a	professor	giving	a	lecture	on	that
topic,	along	with	students	in	the	class	asking	and/or	answering	questions.The	question	will	then	ask	you	to	explain	a	concept	discussed	in	the	lecture.	HOW	TO	APPROACHTHEtasksThese	tasks	can	be	challenging	because	theres	a	lot	going	onlistening,	reading,	and	speakingin	a	short	amount	of	time.For	both	tasks,	the	spoken	conversation	is	more
important	than	the	written	passage.	The	passage	is	generally	only	used	to	give	background	information	while	the	spoken	conversation	contains	information	key	for	answering	the	question	well.	The	questions	will	often	ask	about	something	specific	from	the	audio	recording.Also,	in	your	response,	you	should	back	up	any	statements	you	make	with
evidence	from	the	audio	clip	or	written	passage	in	order	to	show	you	were	able	to	understand	the	information	they	included	and	can	create	a	strong	argument.	TOEFL	Integrated	Speaking	Tasks	WithListening	OnlyTasks	5	and	6	are	the	final	two	integrated	tasks.	For	these	TOEFL	iBT	Speaking	topics,	students	will	listen	to	an	audio	recording	then
answer	a	question	on	it.Listening	Time:	Varies,	but	about	60-120	secondsPreparation	Time:	20	secondsSpeaking	Time:	60	seconds	Official	Sample	Question	ThetasksTask	5:	Explain	a	Campus	Life	ProblemFor	this	task,	youll	hear	a	conversation	between	two	people	about	a	problem	relating	to	campus	life,	similar	to	the	topics	discussed	in	Task	3.The
two	speakers,	who	are	usually	students,	will	discuss	possible	ways	to	solving	the	problem.The	question	will	ask	you	to	summarize	what	the	problem	is	and	the	solutions	each	of	the	speakers	recommended.	Youll	then	need	to	state	which	solution	you	think	is	best	and	explain	why.	Task	6:	Explain	a	LectureFor	the	final	Speaking	task,	you	will	hear	a
short	portion	of	an	academic	lecture.	This	is	similar	to	the	audio	clip	you	hear	in	Task	4,	except	for	this	task	only	the	professor	will	be	talking,	no	students.The	lecture	will	be	at	about	the	difficulty	level	of	afirst-year	university	class.The	question	will	ask	you	to	summarize	a	particular	part	of	the	lecture,	and	youll	often	need	to	include	specific	examples
the	speaker	mentioned.	HOW	TO	APPROACHTHEtasksThe	final	two	tasks	are	often	seen	as	easier	than	Tasks	3	and	4	since	there	are	only	audio	recordings	and	no	reading	to	do.However,	the	audio	recordings	for	Tasks	5	and	6	are	often	the	longest	youll	hear	in	the	Speaking	section	and	will	contain	numerous	details.To	answer	the	questions	well,	youll
usually	need	to	refer	to	specific	points	mentioned	in	the	recording,	so	listening	well	and	taking	good	notes	is	very	important.Task	5	is	also	the	only	integrated	speaking	task	where	youll	be	asked	to	give	your	own	opinion	on	a	topic.	Sample	TOEFL	Speaking	QuestionsPracticing	with	sample	TOEFL	Speaking	topics	is	an	important	part	of	preparing	for
the	exam.	There	are	some	official	practice	questions	available,	but	youll	likely	want	more	to	practice	with.Fortunately,	weve	come	up	with	12	practice	TOEFL	speaking	questions	(10	independent	and	2	integrated)	to	help	with	your	studying.Remember	that	on	the	real	exam,	the	conversations	for	the	Task	3	and	Task	6	sample	questions	would	be	audio
recording	clips;	you	wont	be	reading	them.	Task	1Who	is	the	best	teacher	youve	had?	What	qualities	make	him/her	such	a	good	teacher?What	is	your	favorite	holiday?	Describe	what	you	normally	do	on	this	holiday	and	why	it	is	your	favorite.Where	would	you	like	to	travel	for	your	next	vacation?	Describe	what	the	place	is	like	and	why	you	want	to	visit
it.What	is	your	ideal	career?	Describe	what	it	would	be	like	and	why	it	appeals	to	you.What	is	an	activity	you	like	to	do	with	your	friends?	Describe	it	and	explain	why	you	find	it	enjoyable.	Task	2Some	people	believe	students	should	attend	gym	classes	in	school	to	improve	their	health	and	fitness,	while	others	believe	school	should	only	focus	on
academic	subjects.	Do	you	think	students	should	have	gym	classes	in	school?	Why	or	why	not?Some	people	prefer	to	travel	with	other	people,	while	others	like	to	travel	on	their	own.	Which	method	of	traveling	do	you	prefer	and	why?Do	you	prefer	living	in	an	urban	or	rural	area?	State	your	preference	and	give	reasons	as	to	why	you	feel	that	way.Is	it
better	to	save	the	money	you	earn	for	future	expenses	or	spend	it	now	on	things	you	enjoy?	Give	reasons	to	support	your	choice.Some	people	believe	that	students	should	spend	more	time	in	math	and	science	classes	rather	than	humanities	and	social	science	classes.	Do	you	agree	or	disagree?	Give	reasons	to	support	your	choice.	Task	3Read	the
following	text	and	the	conversation	that	follows	it.	Then	answer	the	question.	The	following	text	is	an	excerpt	from	the	Great	Plains	University	student	newspaper.The	student	dean	announced	yesterday	afternoon	that,	due	to	professor	preferences	and	changing	academic	schedules,	starting	next	semester,	more	classes	will	now	be	held	on	Fridays.
Classes	that	were	previously	held	for	90	minutes	on	Mondays	and	Wednesdays	will	now	be	held	Mondays,	Wednesdays,	and	Fridays	for	60	minutes	each.	Tuesday	and	Thursday	classes	will	keep	their	original	schedule.	(Female	student):	Did	you	see	the	announcement	in	the	student	newspaper	that	were	going	to	have	more	Friday	classes?(Male
student):	I	did,	and	I	think	its	great	news.(Female	student):	Why	do	you	feel	that	way?	I	was	really	disappointed	to	read	that.(Male	student):	I	think	it	will	be	helpful	to	see	your	professor	more	often	during	the	week.	For	some	of	my	classes,	if	I	have	a	question	on	a	Thursday,	I	need	to	wait	all	the	way	until	Monday	to	see	the	professor	again.(Female
student):	Dont	your	professors	have	office	hours	when	you	can	stop	by	and	ask	them	a	question?(Male	student):	Some	of	them	do,	but	theyre	not	always	at	a	good	time	for	me.	With	Friday	classes,	Im	guaranteed	to	see	them.	Also,	I	think	shorter	classes	will	make	it	easier	to	learn	new	information	without	feeling	overwhelmed	like	I	sometimes	did	with
longer	classes.(Female	student):	I	suppose	thats	true.	Im	still	disappointed	about	it	though	because	I	usually	spend	my	Fridays	at	my	job.(Male	student):	You	cant	work	with	Friday	classes?(Female	student):	No,	even	one	class	in	the	afternoon	would	mean	I	couldnt	work	a	full	shift,	so	it	really	messes	up	my	work	schedule,	and	Im	using	that	money	to
help	pay	for	tuition.(Male	student):	Yeah,	Friday	classes	may	make	it	harder	for	me	to	go	home	on	the	weekends	since	I	cant	leave	on	Thursday,	but	I	still	think	its	a	good	decision	overall.	Question:	The	man	expresses	his	opinion	on	the	announcement	in	the	student	newspaper.	State	his	opinion	and	explain	the	reasons	he	gives	for	holding	that	opinion.
Task	6Read	part	of	a	lecture	in	an	art	history	course	and	then	answer	the	question.	(Male	Professor):	Beginning	in	the	1400s,	Western	Europe	began	to	undergo	numerous	changes.	People	were	coming	out	of	a	time	filled	with	disease,	warfare,	and	turmoil	in	the	Catholic	church.	As	their	fortunes	began	to	improve,	people	began	to	focus	more	on
cultural	movements,	eventually	leading	to	a	cultural	rebirth	known	as	the	Renaissance.	The	Renaissance	lasted	approximately	two	hundred	years	and	resulted	in	many	changes.	Today	were	going	to	be	focusing	on	artwork	created	during	the	Renaissance	period.Renaissance	art	began	in	Italy,	and,	even	though	it	eventually	spread	to	other	areas,	Italy
remained	the	epicenter	of	this	art	style.	One	of	the	biggest	innovations	of	Renaissance	art	was	that	human	emotions	were	depicted	much	more	in	art.	Most	of	the	art	produced	in	the	Middle	Ages,	the	time	period	before	the	Renaissance,	was	commissioned	by	the	Catholic	church	and	was	used	mainly	for	religious	purposes.	The	point	of	the	art	was	to
further	religious	devotion,	not	to	contemplate	emotions	of	human	still	on	Earth.	That	changed	drastically	with	Renaissance	art.	During	this	time,	there	was	a	much	larger	emphasis	on	how	humans	lived	life	on	Earth	and	how	they	felt.	While	most	figures	in	art	produced	during	the	Middle	Ages	had	flat,	expressionless	faces,	the	emotions	of	figures	were
often	very	clear	in	Renaissance	art.	If	someone	in	a	painting	was	sad,	there	might	be	tears	falling	from	their	eyes.	If	they	were	angry,	their	face	might	be	contorted	in	a	grimace,	if	they	were	happy,	they	might	be	smiling.One	example	of	this	is	Michelangelos	Piet,	a	sculpture	completed	in	1499	that	depicts	the	body	of	Jesus	on	the	lap	of	his	mother,
Mary.	In	the	sculpture,	Mary	is	looking	downcast	while	Jesus	outstretched	body	suggests	pain	and	suffering.	Another	is	da	Vincis	Mona	Lisa	with	her	famous,	mysterious	smile.	Generations	of	people	have	wondered	what	she	was	thinking	while	her	portrait	was	painted.Another	defining	feature	of	Renaissance	art	was	how	realistic	the	art	appeared.
Previous	works	of	art	often	appeared	flat	and	stylized	and	didnt	depict	people	or	the	world	very	realistically.	During	the	Renaissance,	there	were	many	new	patrons	willing	to	pay	for	art,	and	since	they	had	different	tastes,	artists	had	more	flexibility	to	study	new	techniques	and	create	more	realistic	art.	Perspective,	vanishing	points,	shadows,	and
light	began	to	be	used	frequently	to	create	more	lifelike	figures	and	landscapes.	A	famous	painting	that	shows	the	rules	of	perspective	is	Leonardo	da	Vincis	The	Last	Supper,	painted	in	1498.	Even	though	it	was	painted	on	a	flat	surface,	you	get	the	sense	that	Jesus	and	the	twelve	apostles	are	actually	in	a	three-dimensional	room.	Question:	Using
points	and	examples	from	the	lecture,	describe	two	ways	Renaissance	art	differs	from	art	in	the	Middle	Ages.	Video:	Full-Length	Practice	Test	With	AnswersWant	more	TOEFL	Speaking	practice?Check	out	thefull-length	TOEFL	Speaking	Practice	Test	on	our	TOEFL	YouTube	Channel.Use	this	video	to	practice	answering	a	realistic	TOEFL	speaking	test
across	all	6	TOEFL	Speaking	tasks	under	realistic	time	limits.	Visit	the	videos	YouTube	page	to	read	sample	answers	with	perfect	scores.Ready?	Click	play	to	start	your	full-length	TOEFL	Speaking	Practice	Test.Want	to	watch	more	TOEFL	videos	including	another	TOEFL	Speaking	practice	test?Head	over	to	PrepScholars	TOEFL	YouTube	pagefor	our
complete	collection	of	videos!Recap:	The	6	TOEFL	Speaking	TasksKnowing	what	to	expect	from	TOEFL	Speaking	questions	will	go	a	long	way	to	helping	you	do	well	on	this	section	of	the	exam.There	are	six	TOEFL	Speaking	topics:Task	1:	Choose	From	One	OptionTask	2:	Choose	From	Two	OptionsTask	3:	Explain	an	Opinion	on	a	Campus	IssueTask	4:
Explain	a	Lecture	TopicTask	5:	Explain	a	Campus	Life	ProblemTask	6:	Explain	a	LectureThe	first	two	tasks	are	referred	to	as	independent	speaking	tasks.	Youll	read	the	question	then	answer	it.	The	final	four	tasks	are	integrated	speaking	tasks.	For	tasks	3	and	4,	youll	read	a	short	text,	hear	an	audio	recording,	then	answer	a	question	based	on	that
information.	For	tasks	5	and	6	youll	hear	an	audio	recording	then	answer	a	question.For	some	questions,	youll	be	asked	to	give	your	opinion,	while	for	others	youll	instead	be	summarizing	what	you	heard	and	read.Pay	careful	attention	to	what	the	question	asks	for	and	complete	practice	TOEFL	Speaking	topics	in	order	to	be	well	prepared	for	this
section.	Whats	Next?Looking	for	more	information	on	the	TOEFL	Speaking	section?	Learn	all	the	tips	you	need	to	know	in	order	to	ace	TOEFL	Speaking!What	score	should	you	be	aiming	to	get	on	the	TOEFL?	Learn	what	a	good	TOEFL	score	is	based	on	the	schools	youre	interested	in	attending.Want	more	resources	to	help	you	prepare	for	TOEFL
Speaking?Weve	compiled	the	best	TOEFL	Speaking	practice	materials	for	you	to	use	during	your	studying.	This	post	is	part	of	our	TOEFL	How	To	Series.	You	can	find	the	other	posts	here:	Enjoy!The	TOEFL	Reading	section	is	in	many	ways	the	simplest	section	on	the	exam.	The	Listening,	Speaking,	and	Writing	sections	have	distinctly	different	kinds
of	tasks	for	the	same	skill.	In	contrast,	TOEFL	Reading	tasks	are	all	pretty	much	the	same.	In	each	task,	youll	be	asked	to	read	a	passage	that	covers	a	typical	first-year	university	academic	subject.	Then,	youll	answer	a	series	of	multiple	choice	questions	where	you	must	choose	one	correct	choice.	Finally,	youll	do	a	sentence	insertion	exercise	and	a
task	that	involves	organizing	or	charting	the	ideas	youve	read.Because	reading	exercises	in	the	TOEFL	are	all	so	similar,	there	are	a	number	of	things	you	can	do	to	improve	your	TOEFL	Reading	in	all	subsections	of	the	Reading	Section.	General	SkillsBuild	vocabulary.	Written	English	uses	a	wider	range	of	words	than	spoken	English.	Seek	out	and
learn	new	words	as	much	as	you	can.Know	synonyms	and	understand	their	role	in	paraphrasing.	As	Lucas	mentions,	synonyms	are	very	important	in	TOEFL	Reading.	Many	of	the	questions	and	answer	choices	will	paraphrase	ideas	from	the	text,	shortening	and	re-wording	them.	Changes	in	wording	can	sometimes	also	change	meaning.	Be	able	to
recognize	accurate	paraphrases	and	synonyms,	as	well	as	false	paraphrases	that	change	the	original	meaning	of	what	youve	read.Read	attentively.	This	may	sound	silly.	How	can	you	read	something	if	youre	not	paying	attention	to	it?	Well,	it	is	possible,	especially	if	you	find	yourself	reading	and	studying	a	lot.	I	remember	many	times	in	my	own
university	years	when	I	spent	an	hour	or	so	reading	a	text,	only	to	realize	I	didnt	remember	or	understand	what	Id	read.	As	you	read,	actively	note	of	the	main	ideas.	Identify	any	parts	of	the	reading	you	dont	fully	understand	and	look	for	clarification.	If	you	are	having	trouble	focusing	on	what	you	read,	refocus	or	take	a	break	if	need	be.Read
critically.	TOEFL	Reading	asks	you	to	go	beyond	simply	understanding	what	you	read.	As	you	read,	be	able	to	make	inferences,	understand	how	ideas	connect,	and	recognize	the	authors	intent	and	purpose.	Test-specific	skillsKnow	your	TOEFL	Reading	question	types,	and	how	to	answer	them.	As	Kate	explains,	there	are	three	broad	categories	of
questions	in	TOEFL	Reading:	basic	information	questions,	inference	questions,	and	reading-to-learn	questions.	Basic	information	questions	ask	you	to	understand	vocabulary	in	context,	identify	correct	paraphrasing,	comprehend	small	details	in	a	reading,	and	understand	references	made	by	pronouns	and	demonstratives.	Inference	questions	ask	you
to	infer	unstated	information	in	the	reading	and	also	understand	the	authors	purpose.	Reading-to-learn	questions	require	the	most	active	involvement	from	the	test-taker.	Here,	youll	need	to	categorize	ideas	from	the	reading,	organize	a	summary	of	what	youve	read,	and	insert	additional	sentences	into	the	passage.Know	what	kinds	of	readings	will	be
on	the	test.	TOEFL	Reading	passages	cover	many	types	(but	not	all	types)	of	readings	common	in	first-year	university	classrooms.	You	are	unlikely	to	find	highly	mathematical	topics.	And	all	topics	are	introductory	readings,	designed	to	newly	introduce	someone	to	an	academic	subject.	Practice	activities:	More	from	Magoosh	If	you	need	to	take	an
exam	to	prove	your	English	language	skills,	the	TOEFL	and	IELTS	are	two	of	the	most	popular	options	out	there.But	should	you	take	TOEFL	or	IELTS?	What	is	each	test	like?	Do	schools	prefer	one	exam	over	the	other?	Which	one	will	you	get	a	higher	score	on?Read	this	guide	for	a	full	breakdown	of	TOEFL	vs.	IELTS	and	answers	to	all	these
questions!	To	answer	the	IELTS	vs.	TOEFL	question,	we	first	have	to	discuss	each	of	the	tests.	Introduction	to	the	TOEFLThe	TOEFL	(Test	of	English	as	a	Foreign	Language)	is	an	English	language	proficiency	exam	produced	by	the	ETS,	the	same	organization	that	develops	the	GRE	(an	exam	for	grad	school	admissions)	and	several	other	tests.There
are	several	versions	of	the	TOEFL,	either	paper-based	or	computer-based.	This	guide	will	focus	on	the	TOEFL	iBT	which	is	administered	over	the	internet.	The	TOEFL	iBT	is,	by	far,	the	most	commonly	taken	and	accepted	version	of	the	TOEFL.	TOEFL	FormatThe	TOEFL	lasts	a	total	of	3.5	hours	and	includes	four	sections.	There	is	a	ten-minute	break
between	the	Listening	and	Speaking	sections.For	each	section,	youll	receive	a	score	of	0-30.	These	scores	are	then	added	together,	meaning	your	total	TOEFL	score	will	be	from	0-120.	Below	is	the	format	of	the	exam.	SectionNumber	of	QuestionsTime	GivenReading36-5660-80	minutesListening34-5160-90	minutesSpeaking6	tasks20	minutesWriting2
tasks50	minutes	TOEFL	ContentAs	stated	above,	the	TOEFL	contains	four	sections	which	each	test	a	different	area	of	your	English	skills.	Below	is	a	brief	overview	of	what	to	expect	on	each	section.	TOEFL	ReadingFor	Reading,	there	will	be	three	or	four	passages	from	academic	texts	that	students	must	read	and	answer	questions	about.	The	passages
are	from	university-level	textbooks	that	introduce	a	topic	or	discipline.There	are	three	types	of	questions:	standard	multiple-choice,	questions	where	students	must	insert	a	sentence	into	the	proper	spot	in	a	paragraph,	and	questions	where	students	must	properly	sort	information	into	a	chart	or	summary	table.	TOEFL	ListeningThe	Listening	section
has	four	to	six	recordings,	each	followed	by	a	set	of	questions.	The	recordings	are	similar	to	conversations	students	encounter	in	daily	academic	life,	such	as	a	classroom	lecture	or	a	discussion	between	two	students	or	a	student	and	teacher.	Questions	will	be	multiple	choice,	require	you	to	order	steps	in	an	event	or	process,	or	require	you	to	match
objects	or	text	to	categories	in	a	chart.	TOEFL	SpeakingThe	first	two	tasks	are	independent	speaking	tasks	that	draw	on	the	students	own	ideas,	opinions,	and	experiences	when	responding.The	remaining	four	tasks	are	integrated	tasks.	Students	must	use	more	than	one	skill	when	responding	to	these	types	of	questions.Two	integrated	tasks	require
students	to	read,	listen,	then	speak.The	other	two	tasks	require	students	to	listen	then	speak.	TOEFL	WritingThe	Writing	section	has	two	tasks:	Integrated	Writing	and	Independent	Writing.For	Integrated	Writing,	students	hear	a	short	recording	and	read	a	short	passage.	Theyll	then	have	20	minutes	to	summarize	and	compare	the	information	they
got	from	these	two	sources.	The	suggested	response	length	is	150-225	words.For	Independent	Writing,	students	are	given	a	topic	and	must	give	their	opinion	on	that	topic.	The	writing	must	be	clear	and	supported	by	examples.	Students	are	given	30	minutes	and	typically	write	a	minimum	of	300	words.	Who	AcceptsTOEFL	ScoresOver	9000
institutions	around	the	world	accept	TOEFL	scores.	For	schools	in	the	United	States,	the	majority	of	schools	surveyed	stated	they	preferred	TOEFL	scores	over	scores	of	other	English-language	tests.You	can	use	TOEFL	Destination	Search	to	find	who	accepts	TOEFL	scores.Next	in	our	TOEFL	vs	IELTS	discussion,	well	discuss	what	the	IELTS	test	is
like.	Introduction	to	the	IELTSThe	IELTS	(International	English	Language	Testing	System)	is	another	English	language	proficiency	exam	jointly	owned	by	the	British	Council	and	IDP:	IELTS	Australia	and	Cambridge	English	Language	Assessment.There	are	two	versions	of	the	IELTS:	the	IELTS	Academic	and	the	IELTS	General	Training.	IELTS
Academic	is	for	people	applying	for	higher	education	or	a	profession.	IELTS	General	Training	is	for	people	traveling	to	English-speaking	countries	for	secondary	education,	work	experience,	or	work	experience.	This	guide	will	focus	on	IELTS	Academic	since	it	is	the	version	for	students	applying	to	undergraduate	and	postgraduate	institutions
(although	the	two	versions	both	have	the	same	scoring	system	and	similar	formats).	IELTS	FormatThe	total	time	of	the	IELTS	is	2	hours	and	45	minutes.	The	IELTS	has	the	same	four	sections	as	the	TOEFL,	although	the	two	exams	test	the	sections	in	different	orders.On	the	IELTS,	for	each	section	youll	receive	a	score	from	0-9.	Your	overall	score	is	an
average	of	those	four	scores	and	will	also	be	from	0-9.Unlike	the	TOEFL,	which	you	must	take	all	at	once,	for	the	IELTS,	you	are	able	to	take	the	Speaking	section	up	to	a	week	before	or	after	the	other	sections	if	you	prefer	(you	schedule	your	Speaking	time	when	you	register	for	the	exam).SectionNumber	of	QuestionsTime	GivenListening4030
minutesReading4060	minutesWriting2	tasks60	minutesSpeaking3	tasks11-14	minutes	IELTS	ContentBelow,	the	four	sections	of	the	IELTS	are	discussed	in	more	depth.	IELTS	ListeningYoull	hear	four	recordings	(two	set	in	an	everyday	social	context,	one	set	in	an	educational	context,	and	one	that	is	a	university	lecture).After	each	recording	there	are
10	questions	for	you	to	answer.There	are	several	types	of	questionsincluding	multiple	choice,	matching,	diagram	labeling,	sentence	completion,	and	short	answer.	IELTS	ReadingFor	Reading,	there	are	three	passages,	each	followed	by	about	10-15	questions.	The	passages	are	taken	from	books,	journals,	magazines,	and	newspapers.	They	may	have	a
variety	of	styles,	such	as	narrative,	descriptive,	and/or	argumentative.	At	least	one	will	have	a	detailed	logical	argument.Like	the	Listening	section,	Reading	questions	will	have	a	variety	of	formats	including	multiple	choice,	matching,	diagram	labeling,	sentence	completion,	and	short	answer.	IELTS	WritingThere	are	two	Writing	tasks.	For	Task	1,
students	must	describe	a	piece	of	visual	information	(such	as	a	graph,	table,	chart,	or	diagram)	in	their	own	words.	They	will	need	to	write	at	least	150	words.	Its	recommended	that	students	spend	20	minutes	on	this	task.For	Task	2,	students	are	presented	with	a	topic,	often	a	point	of	view	in	an	argument	or	discussion.	They	must	write	at	least	250
words	on	this	topic,	in	an	academic-writing	style.	Its	recommended	they	spend	40	minutes	on	this	question.	For	both	tasks,	students	are	tested	on	how	well	they	respond	to	the	question,	the	clarity	of	their	writing,	range	of	vocabulary,	spelling,	and	grammar.	IELTS	SpeakingFor	IELTS	Speaking,	youll	have	an	oral	interview	with	an	examiner.	Your
responses	will	be	recorded.	This	section	consists	of	three	parts.Part	1:	The	interviewer	will	ask	the	student	questions	familiar	questions	about	their	work,	family,	studies,	and	interests.Part	2:	The	interviewer	will	give	the	student	a	card	with	a	topic	the	student	must	discuss.	The	student	is	given	one	minute	to	prepare,	must	then	speak	for	two	minutes,
then	must	answer	one	or	two	follow-up	questions	from	the	interviewer.Part	3:	The	student	and	interviewer	will	continue	to	discuss	the	topic	presented	in	part	2	in	more	depth	for	four	to	five	minutes.	Who	Accepts	IELTS	ScoresLike	the	TOEFL,	IELTS	scores	are	accepted	by	over	9,000	institutions	worldwide.	The	IELTS	is	not	taken	as	often	as	the
TOEFL	for	students	looking	to	attend	grad	school	in	the	United	States	and	is	more	popular	overseas,	such	as	in	the	United	Kingdom	and	Australia,	but	many	American	schools	still	accept	TOEFL	scores.You	can	check	their	website	to	see	who	accepts	the	IELTS.	Below	is	an	overall	comparison	chart	showing	some	of	the	key	differences	between	the	two
exams.TOEFLIELTSTotal	Test	Time3	hours	and	30	minutes2	hours	and	45	minutesScore	Range0-1200-9Sections	(in	order)Numbers	of	Institutions	That	Accept	These	ScoresOver	9,000Over	9,000*The	Speaking	section	on	the	IELTS	can	be	taken	before	or	after	the	other	sections.	TOEFL	vs.	IELTS:	How	Can	You	Decide?Now	you	have	an	overview	of
what	to	expect	from	both	IELTS.	So	which	test	should	you	take?	Below	are	four	questions	you	should	ask	yourself.	Think	carefully	about	each	question	in	order	to	help	make	your	decision.	Which	Exam(s)	Do	the	Schools	Youre	Interested	in	Accept?This	is	the	most	important	consideration	because	if	the	schools	youre	interested	in	dont	accept	the
scores	of	the	test	you	take,	no	other	factors	matter.Both	the	TOEFL	and	IELTS	are	widely	accepted	at	undergraduate	and	graduate	schools	around	the	world.The	TOEFL	is	more	commonly	accepted	by	American	institutions,	while	the	IELTS	is	more	commonly	accepted	overseas,	but	many	schools	accept	scores	from	either	exam.	However,	a	school
may	have	a	preference	to	which	test	you	take,	so	that	is	also	worth	checking	out.Generally	speaking,the	majority	of	United	States	schools	surveyed	stated	they	preferred	TOEFL	scores	over	scores	of	other	English-language	tests.Overall,	the	schools	youre	looking	at	will	likely	accept	scores	from	either	exam,	but	its	important	to	verify	this	before	you
choose	a	test	in	order	to	avoid	any	unpleasant	surprises	in	the	future.	Both	the	TOEFL	and	IELTS	make	it	easy	to	see	which	institutions	accept	their	scores.	Which	Exam	Plays	More	to	Your	Strengths?Both	the	IELTS	and	TOEFL	test	the	same	major	areas,	however;	the	way	in	which	they	test	you	is	not	exactly	the	same.	Below	are	five	of	the	most
important	differences	between	the	TOEFL	vs.	IELTS.	While	reading	through	them,	think	about	if	one	exam	seems	better	suited	to	your	strengths	than	the	other.	If	youre	not	sure,	you	can	also	take	a	practice	test	for	each	exam	and	see	which	one	you	feel	more	comfortable	with.	Difference	1:	Multiple-Choice	vs.	Short	AnswerA	key	difference	between
the	exams	is	that,	for	the	Reading	and	Listening	sections,	youll	have	to	write	your	own	answers	for	many	of	the	questions	on	the	IELTS,	while	all	the	answer	choices	will	be	given	to	you	on	the	TOEFL.The	TOEFL	questions	on	these	sections	are	not	all	multiple-choice,	but	most	of	them	are,	and	for	the	ones	that	arent,	you	wont	have	to	produce	your
own	answers.	On	the	IELTS,	youll	have	to	come	up	with	your	own	answers	for	many	questions.As	an	example,	both	exams	have	questions	where	youll	have	to	create	a	properly	ordered	list	of	events	or	steps.	On	the	TOEFL,	the	steps	are	already	given	to	you,	and	you	just	have	to	put	them	in	the	proper	order.	For	the	IELTS,	youll	have	to	write	the	steps
on	your	own	and	properly	order	them.If	you	prefer	having	more	multiple-choice	questions	or	questions	where	you	only	have	to	select	an	answer	from	a	list	of	options,	you	may	feel	more	comfortable	with	the	TOEFL.	Difference	2:	Computer-Based	vs.	Paper-BasedThe	question	of	TOEFL	vs.	IELTS	is	also	a	question	of	computer	vs.	paper	testing.Almost
everyone	who	takes	the	TOEFL	will	do	so	on	the	computer.	You	are	allowed	to	take	notes	on	scratch	paper,	but	all	your	official	answers	will	be	submitted	on	the	computer.The	IELTS,	on	the	other	hand,	is	offered	either	on	the	computer	or	with	pencil	and	paper	at	many	test	locations.If	youre	faster	at	typing	than	writing,	have	messy	handwriting	and/or
prefer	computers	over	paper	tests,	you	may	prefer	the	TOEFL.If	you	prefer	writing	out	your	answers,	feel	more	uncomfortable	with	computer-based	tests,	and/or	arent	as	familiar	with	English	language	keyboards,	you	may	find	the	IELTS	easier.	Difference	3:	Texts	Used	for	the	Reading	SectionThe	Reading	sections	for	both	the	TOEFL	and	IELTS	have
several	passages,	each	followed	by	series	of	questions.	However,	the	two	exams	use	different	types	of	texts.The	IELTS	uses	academic	texts	as	well	as	passages	from	newspapers	and	magazines.	The	TOEFL	only	uses	academic	texts,	which	means	its	reading	passages	are	often	denser	with	more	challenging	vocabulary	and	concepts	to	understand.If
youre	not	confident	with	your	English	reading	skills,	you	may	find	the	IELTS	Reading	section	to	be	easier.	Difference	4:	Computer-Based	Speaking	vs.	Oral	InterviewOn	the	TOEFL,	the	Speaking	section,	like	all	other	sections	of	the	test,	is	done	over	the	computer.	Youll	hear	recorded	questions	and	speak	into	a	microphone	to	give	your	answer.With	the
IELTS,	youll	actually	be	having	a	conversation	with	a	real	human.This	is	one	of	the	biggest	differences	in	the	IELTS	vs.	TOEFL	discussion,	and	its	an	important	one	to	consider.	Some	people	find	speaking	to	a	real	person	more	nerve-wracking	and	would	prefer	the	TOEFL,	while	others	find	it	easier	and	more	natural	to	have	an	actual	conversation	with
a	person,	rather	than	speaking	into	a	void	for	several	minutes.Also,	the	Speaking	section	on	the	TOEFL	is	always	the	third	part	of	the	exam,	while,	with	the	IELTS,	you	can	take	this	section	up	to	a	week	before	or	after	the	rest	of	the	test.Some	people	prefer	to	get	the	exam	over	with	all	in	one	sitting,	while	others	prefer	to	break	the	exam	up	into	more
manageable	pieces.	Difference	5:	Recommended	Essay	LengthsBoth	exams	require	you	to	write	two	essays	for	the	Writing	section.	However,	IELTS	gives	you	60	minutes	to	write	a	recommended	400	words,	while	TOEFL	only	gives	you	50	minutes	but	recommends	about	500	words.For	both	exams,	youll	still	be	able	to	submit	your	essays	even	if	they
dont	meet	those	word	counts,	but	youll	likely	lose	points	for	not	having	a	comprehensive	response.	If	writing	in	English	is	a	struggle	and	it	takes	you	a	long	time,	you	may	find	the	writing	section	of	IELTS	easier	since	fewer	words	are	expected.	Is	One	Easier	to	Get	To?Logistics	are	also	a	factor	to	think	aboutwhen	deciding	to	take	the	TOEFL	or
IELTS.If	the	testing	center	for	one	of	the	exams	is	much	closer	to	you	and/or	one	of	the	exams	has	a	better	option	of	available	test	dates,	that	can	help	you	make	your	decision.Check	out	the	test	dates	and	test	locations	for	the	TOEFLorIELTS	to	learn	more.	Is	One	Cheaper?Finally,	the	cost	of	each	test	may	be	another	factor	you	want	to	consider.	Both
examsgenerally	cost	about	$200-$250,	but	they	have	different	costs	depending	on	the	country	where	you	take	the	exam.	Its	worth	comparing	costs	for	your	country	of	residence	to	see	if	either	the	IELTS	or	TOEFL	is	significantly	cheaper.You	can	check	the	organizations	websites	to	find	how	much	the	TOEFL	costs	and	how	much	the	IELTS	costs.
Conclusion:	IELTS	vs.	TOEFLThe	TOEFL	and	IELTS	are	the	two	most	commonly	administered	English	language	proficiency	exams.Both	test	the	same	four	areas:	Reading,	Listening,	Speaking,	and	Writing,	but	the	tests	vary	in	terms	of	format	and	the	way	they	test	skills.In	the	debate	of	TOEFL	vs.	IELTS,	ask	yourself	the	following	four	questions	to
figure	out	which	exam	is	best	for	you:Which	exam	does	the	schools	youre	interested	in	accept?Which	test	plays	more	to	your	strengths?Is	one	easier	to	get	to?Is	one	cheaper?	Whats	Next?If	youve	decided	to	take	the	TOEFL,	you	should	know	when	youll	be	able	to	take	the	exam.	Check	out	our	complete	list	of	TOEFL	test	dates	to	see	what	your	options
are.What	score	should	you	be	aiming	to	get	on	the	TOEFL?	Learn	what	a	good	TOEFL	score	is	based	on	the	schools	youre	interested	in	attending.How	can	you	prepare	for	the	TOEFL?	Practice	tests	are	one	of	the	best	study	tools	out	there,	and	we	have	links	to	all	the	best	practice	tests	together	in	one	place.	TOEFL	is	a	renowned	English	Proficiency
Test	accepted	by	most	of	the	top-ranked	global	universities	and	institutions	across	the	world.	This	test	has	two	testing	modes,	they	are:	PBT	-	Paper-based	Test	and	iBT	-	Internet-based	Test.	PBT	was	recently	relaunched,	and	it	is	now	called	TOEFL	iBT	Paper	Edition.This	test	measures	4	academic	English	skills:	reading,	listening,	speaking,	and
writing.	Each	of	these	skills	requires	an	effective	study	plan	and	strategic	preparation	to	reach	the	required	score.	The	Score	Validity	of	this	test	is	2	years.	In	this	article,	we	will	focus	on	the	TOEFL	Reading	Section,	question	patterns,	test	time,	scores,	and	tips	that	will	help	you	score	high.	What	is	TOEFL	Reading	Section?The	first	section	of	the
TOEFL	exam	is	Reading	Section.	This	section	can	be	challenging	for	students.	This	part	is	to	assess	the	reading	and	comprehension	capabilities	of	a	student	in	an	academic	environment.	Every	passage	in	the	reading	section	will	have	multiple	patterns	of	questions	based	on	vocabulary,	reference,	purpose,	inference,	and	a	complete	table	type.	Now
that	we	know	about	the	reading	section	of	TOEFL.	Lets	proceed	to	the	exam	pattern.	Test	Timing	&	Score	LevelsTOEFL	iBT	Reading	Test	Timings:	Internet-Based	Test	section	is	given	a	duration	of	54	or	72	minutes.	There	will	be	3	or	4	Reading	Comprehension	Passages.	10	questions	will	be	asked	for	every	passage.	TOEFL	iBT	Paper	Edition	The	test
timing	will	be	the	same	as	TOEFL	iBT	Internet-Based	Reading	test.	The	only	difference	is	that	the	mode	of	exam	will	be	paper-based.	Speaking	tests	in	Paper	Edition	can	be	taken	at	home	on	the	students	computer.	The	date	and	test	timings	can	be	decided	by	the	student	as	per	the	slots	available	for	the	test.	Tips	to	Score	HighNow	that	we	had	an
overview	of	the	reading	section,	lets	discuss	some	tips	that	will	help	you	score	high	in	the	reading	section.	Follow	these	tips	when	you	are	doing	your	reading	test	preparation	for	TOEFL,	and	youll	surely	ace	the	test.1.	Make	a	Test	StrategyHaving	a	test	strategy	is	very	important	for	the	aspirant.	The	first	thing	that	you	should	start	with	is	to
understand	the	pattern	of	the	reading	section.	You	can	then	examine	your	strengths	and	weaknesses.	Start	working	on	the	parts	where	you	require	extra	attention.	Making	a	test	strategy	gives	you	guidance	to	complete	your	preparation	and	achieve	all	your	preparation	targets.	This	will	result	in	high	scores.2.	Work	on	Areas	of	Improvement	After
understanding	the	pattern,	you	will	be	able	to	analyse	your	points	for	improvement.	Giving	extra	attention	to	the	areas	where	you	need	to	improve	will	help	you	excel	in	the	reading	section.	Be	it	grammatical	perfection,	speed	of	reading,	comprehension	capacity	or	the	perfection	of	delivering	the	answers,	everything	needs	to	be	practiced	for
perfection.	3.	Improve	your	VocabularyHaving	a	great	command	on	vocab	is	important	to	comprehend	the	passages.	The	vocabulary	in	the	reading	section	is	of	advanced	level.	Learning	new	words	can	be	a	concern	if	done	last	minute.	So,	you	should	try	to	improve	your	vocabulary	from	the	start	of	the	TOEFL	preparation	itself.4.	Follow	Reading
TechniquesThere	are	different	reading	techniques	which	will	help	you	improve	your	speed	of	reading,	grasping,	and	comprehending	capacity.	Since	the	time	is	limited	and	you	have	multiple	questions	to	answer,	it	is	essential	that	you	speed	up	your	reading	and	comprehending	pace.Many	TOEFL	online	coaching	classes	help	you	with	these	tips	and
techniques	that	can	be	beneficial	for	your	preparation.	5.	Learn	Time	ManagementTime	is	a	crucial	factor	in	TOEFL	reading	test:	the	passages	are	quite	lengthy,	and	they	require	good	amount	of	time	just	to	read.	Answering	the	questions	will	need	additional	time.	Learning	time	management	and	dedicating	time	for	every	passage	will	ensure	that	you
answer	all	the	questions.	Good	time	management	skills	will	help	you	in	getting	high	scores	in	the	reading	section.	6.	Take	Practice	TestsPractice	tests	are	the	best	way	to	test	your	preparation.	You	will	know	where	you	lack	so	that	you	prepare	further.	It	will	also	give	you	the	real	test	experience.	To	improve	your	score,	you	should	take	regular	practice



tests	specially	for	the	reading	section.	This	will	also	help	you	increase	your	speed	of	answering	the	questions	as	well.Now	that	you	know	the	tips	to	get	high	scores	in	the	reading	section,	you	can	follow	these	tips	to	ace	the	TOEFL	reading	section.	To	get	the	most	out	of	these	tips	follow	them	from	the	very	start	of	your	TOEFL	test	preparation.	KC
Overseas	Education	is	among	the	top	edtech	companies	in	India.	We	not	just	provide	assistance	for	application	and	admission,	but	we	also	provide	coaching	for	standardized	tests	through	KC	Academy.	We	have	expert	faculty	for	GRE,	GMAT,	SAT,	ACT,	TOEFL,	IELTS	and	PTE.	We	provide	offline	coaching	in	Nagpur	Head	Office	and	online	coaching	as
well	which	you	can	attend	from	any	part	of	India	or	abroad.Our	experts	offer	top	quality	test	prep	material,	rich	database	of	practice	questions	and	mock	tests.	We	would	love	to	see	you	in	our	upcoming	online	TOEFL	Batch.	Developingsolid	TOEFL	vocabulary	skills	can	be	one	of	the	most	challenging	parts	of	studying	for	the	exam,	but	its	also	one	of
the	most	important.Many	TOEFL	questions	either	ask	you	the	definition	of	a	word	outright	or	require	you	to	have	knowledge	of	certain	words	in	order	to	answer	a	question	correctly.With	so	many	words	in	the	English	language,	which	are	the	ones	you	need	to	know?Weve	done	the	hard	work	for	you	and	determined	the	327	most	useful	TOEFL	words
to	know.Theyre	all	listed	below,	along	with	a	definition	and	sample	sentence	for	each.We	also	end	with	tips	on	how	to	use	this	list	most	effectively	in	order	to	be	prepared	for	vocabulary	on	the	TOEFL.	How	Did	We	Compile	This	TOEFL	Vocabulary	List?To	create	this	list,	we	first	read	through	official	TOEFL	practice	materials	and	made	a	list	of	all	the
words	a	person	taking	the	TOEFL	might	struggle	with.	This	was	our	primary	source	and	finds	words	that	youre	more	likely	to	see	on	the	real	test.	Next,	we	cross-referenced	our	list	with	TOEFL	vocabulary	lists	from	other	sites,	such	as	Magoosh	and	TOEFL	Vocabulary,	and	examined	their	overlap	with	our	list.Words	that	appeared	especially	frequently
from	our	research	was	automatically	added	to	the	final	TOEFL	vocabulary	list	you	see	below,	as	well	as	a	selection	of	other	words	deemed	particularly	useful	to	know	for	the	TOEFL.Once	the	list	of	327	best	words	was	compiled,	we	added	a	definition	and	sample	sentence	to	each	one	to	help	you	better	understand	the	words	and	how	they	are	used.	The
327	TOEFL	Words	You	Need	to	KnowBelow	are	the	327	best	TOEFL	vocabulary	words,	in	alphabetical	order.WordDefinitionSample	SentenceAbundantPresent	in	large	quantities.Living	close	to	a	lake	means	we	have	an	abundant	supply	of	water.AccumulateTo	gradually	collect.Each	fall,	leaves	accumulate	in	our	driveway.AccurateCorrect;	free	from
errors.Make	sure	your	address	is	accurate	before	submitting	your	online	order.AccustomedUsed	to	something.Having	8AM	classes	means	Im	accustomed	to	getting	up	early.AcquireTo	come	into	possession	of.When	my	grandmother	died,	I	acquired	her	cookbook	collection.AdamantRefusing	to	change	an	opinion.The	defendant	was	adamant	that	he
was	innocent.AdequateEnough	to	suit	your	needs.Our	house	isnt	big,	but	its	adequate	for	the	two	of	us.AdjacentClose	to	or	next	to.The	park	is	adjacent	to	the	school.AdjustTo	change	something	so	it	serves	its	purpose	better.The	bike	seat	may	be	too	high;	youll	probably	need	to	adjust	it.AdvantageSomething	that	makes	it	easier	to	achieve	success.His
height	gives	him	an	advantage	in	basketball.AdvocateTo	publicly	support.My	aunt	is	a	major	advocate	for	womens	rights.AdverseUnfavorable;	against	ones	desires.I	had	an	adverse	reaction	to	my	medication	and	had	to	stop	taking	it.AggregateTo	combine.We	should	aggregate	our	resources	to	share	them	more	easily.AggressiveAssertive	and
pushy.The	salesperson	was	very	aggressive	when	trying	to	get	us	to	buy	the	television.AllocateTo	put	aside	for	a	specific	purpose.The	village	needs	to	allocate	funds	for	building	the	new	school.AlternativeAnother	option	or	choice.If	the	ATM	is	broken,	an	alternative	solution	is	to	stop	by	the	bank.AmateurSomeone	who	is	inexperienced	or	not	highly
skilled	in	a	particular	area.Hes	an	amateur	soccer	player	and	is	still	learning	the	rules	of	the	game.AmbiguousHaving	several	potential	meanings;	unclear	and	difficult	to	understand.When	I	asked	the	HR	manager	what	my	chances	were	of	getting	the	job,	she	gave	me	a	very	ambiguous	reply.AmbitiousHaving	large	goals.My	son	is	very	ambitious	and
hopes	to	be	a	millionaire	by	the	time	hes	thirty.AmendTo	change	for	the	better;	to	improve.I	believe	we	should	amend	our	countrys	tax	laws.AmplePlentiful.Our	new	apartment	has	ample	space	for	the	two	of	us.AnomalyDeviation	from	the	norm.The	basketball	player	is	the	teams	best	free	thrower,	so	his	missing	both	shots	was	an
anomaly.AnnualOccurring	yearly.The	annual	company	barbeque	takes	place	every	August.AntagonizeTo	tease	or	be	hostile	towards	a	person	or	group.The	boy	loves	to	antagonize	his	little	sister	by	pulling	her	hair.AttitudeManner	or	feeling.After	she	got	grounded,	the	teenager	had	a	bad	attitude	for	the	rest	of	the	day.AttributeTo	give	credit.Be	sure
to	attribute	credit	to	your	sources	when	writing	a	research	paper.ArbitraryBased	on	a	whim	or	random	decision.Flipping	a	coin	is	an	arbitrary	way	to	make	a	decision.ArduousRequiring	a	lot	of	effort.After	you	cross	the	bridge,	theres	an	arduous	walk	up	the	hill.AssuageTo	lessen	a	negative	feeling.The	mother	assuaged	her	childs	fear	of	the
dark.AssumeTo	suppose	without	solid	proof.I	assumed	he	was	rich	because	he	worked	as	a	lawyer.AugmentTo	increase	or	make	larger.She	augments	her	regular	salary	by	babysitting	on	the	weekends.BenefitSomething	positive	or	advantageous.A	benefit	of	doing	homework	on	Friday	is	that	your	weekend	will	be	free.BerateTo	scold.Our	neighbor
berated	us	after	we	broke	his	window	playing	baseball.BestowTo	give	as	a	gift.The	medal	was	bestowed	upon	him	by	the	president.BoastTo	brag	or	talk	with	excessive	pride.He	always	boasts	of	his	talents	after	he	wins	a	game.BoostTo	help	raise	or	increase	something.I	gave	him	a	pep	talk	to	boost	his	self-esteem	before	his	speech.BrashRude	and
tactless.The	brash	man	always	asked	inappropriate	questions.BriefShort	(in	terms	of	time).It	will	only	have	a	brief	meeting,	so	youll	still	have	plenty	of	time	for	lunch.BrusqueAbrupt	to	the	point	of	rudeness.After	being	away	for	so	long,	I	expected	more	than	her	brusque	greeting.CacophonyA	harsh,	unpleasant	mixture	of	noise.The	cuckoo	clock	shop
lets	off	a	cacophony	every	hour.CeaseTo	stop.I	wish	they	would	cease	arguing.CensureTo	express	strong	disapproval.Every	parent	in	our	district	censured	the	education	cuts.ChronologicalArranged	in	order	of	time	or	date.Put	the	historical	events	in	chronological	order	to	make	them	easier	to	study.ClarifyTo	make	clear;	to	remove	confusion.I	didnt
understand	the	instructions,	so	I	asked	the	teacher	to	clarify	them.CoalesceTo	combine	or	grow	together.The	people	on	the	street	eventually	coalesced	into	a	group.CoerceTo	force	someone	to	do	something	against	their	will.The	young	boy	was	coerced	into	stealing	by	his	friends.CognizantBeing	aware	or	having	knowledge	of	something.Before
mountain	climbing,	you	need	to	be	cognizant	of	the	risks.CohesionUniting;	becoming	one.Water	molecules	show	strong	cohesion	when	they	stick	together.CoincideTo	occur	at	the	same	time.This	year	Thanksgiving	coincided	with	my	birthday.CollapseTo	fall	down	or	break	down.The	old	building	finally	collapsed,	leaving	nothing	but	a	pile	of
rubble.CollideTo	hit	one	another	with	a	forceful	impact.The	two	cars	collided	on	the	freeway.CommitmentDedication	to	a	cause	or	activity.Joining	a	school	play	is	a	big	commitment.	Youll	need	to	practice	every	evening.CommunityA	group	of	people	who	live	or	work	together.The	Chinese	community	in	my	city	is	hosting	a	New	Year	celebration	next
week.ConcealTo	hide.The	mountains	concealed	the	ocean	from	view.ConcurTo	agree.He	believes	women	should	be	paid	as	much	as	men,	and	I	concur.ConflictA	disagreement	or	fight.The	conflict	between	the	two	families	has	been	going	on	for	generations.ConstrainTo	restrict	or	repress.You	should	move	your	plant	to	a	bigger	pot,	otherwise	youll
constrain	its	roots.ContemplateTo	consider	thoughtfully.I	spend	a	lot	of	time	contemplating	what	career	I	want	to	have.ContinuouslyTo	go	on	without	stopping.My	neighbors	have	been	continuously	blasting	their	music	since	last	night.ContradictTo	give	the	opposite	opinion.I	told	the	employees	that	sales	were	down,	but	my	boss	contradicted	me	and
said	sales	were	actually	up.ContributeTo	give	something	(usually	money	or	time)	to	a	common	fund	or	cause.Every	roommate	contributes	part	of	his	paycheck	to	the	grocery	bill.ConveyTo	make	known.Ive	conveyed	my	interest	in	working	for	that	company.CopiousAbundant.He	always	takes	copious	notes	during	class	to	study	later	on.CoreCentral;	of
main	importance.Although	many	employees	left	the	company,	the	core	leadership	remained.CorrodeTo	gradually	wear	away.The	rust	corroded	the	paint	on	my	car.CumbersomeBurdensome;	clumsyTrying	to	carry	four	grocery	bags	at	once	was	very	cumbersome.CurriculumThe	courses	given	by	a	school	or	program.Our	school	needs	to	add	more
music	courses	to	its	curriculum.DataFacts,	statistics,	or	pieces	of	information.The	data	from	these	graphs	show	that	yearly	temperatures	are	increasing.DecayTo	decline	in	health	or	excellence.After	the	tree	died,	its	wood	began	to	decay.DeceiveTo	trick	or	mislead.He	deceived	me	by	pretending	to	be	a	millionaire.DecipherTo	find	the	meaning	of.The
spy	deciphered	the	secret	code.DeclarationAn	announcement.He	made	a	declaration	to	the	office	that	he	was	quitting.Decline1.	To	politely	refuse.	2.	To	deteriorate	(especially	in	terms	of	health.)1.	I	declined	his	offer	of	a	ride	home.2.	Her	health	has	declined	ever	since	she	turned	70.DegradeTo	lower	in	quality.My	attempt	at	cake	degraded	into	a
crumbly	mess.DemonstrateTo	show.Let	me	demonstrate	the	proper	way	of	throwing	a	football.DenyTo	state	that	something	isnt	true.He	denied	being	the	robber.DepleteTo	significantly	decrease.Your	shopping	sprees	have	depleted	my	savings.DepositTo	deliver	and	leave	an	item.Please	deposit	your	books	in	the	bin	outside	the	library.DesirableWorth
having	or	wanting.Bravery	is	a	desirable	trait	for	firefighters	to	have.DespiseTo	hate.I	despise	early	morning	classes.DetectTo	locate	something.The	police	dog	detected	the	missing	childs	scent.DeterTo	discourage.The	warning	signs	on	the	house	deterred	trespassers.DeviateTo	differ	from	the	norm.I	decided	to	deviate	from	my	normal	route	home	and
took	a	shortcut.DeviseTo	plan	or	create.The	coach	devised	a	plan	for	winning	the	game.DiatribeA	sharp	criticism	or	attack.The	politician	went	into	a	diatribe	against	her	opponent.DigressTo	wander	from	the	main	subject.The	teacher	digressed	from	the	lecture	to	discuss	the	weather.DilemmaA	situation	where	one	must	choose	between	two	difficult
choices.The	student	faced	the	dilemma	of	attending	school	sick	or	missing	her	exam.DiminishTo	shrink	or	reduce.Sprinkle	baking	soda	on	the	carpet	to	diminish	the	stain.DisposeTo	get	rid	of.I	need	to	dispose	of	this	trash.DisproportionateToo	large	or	small	when	compared	to	something	else.The	piece	of	pie	I	received	was	disproportionately
small.DisruptTo	interrupt	by	causing	a	disturbance.The	protesters	disrupted	the	politicians	speech.DistortTo	misrepresent.The	camera	filter	distorted	the	image.DistributeTo	give	portions	of	something.Distribute	the	materials	evenly	among	the	class.DiverseShowing	a	lot	of	variety.This	city	has	a	very	diverse	population.DivertTo	cause	a	change	of
course.Because	of	the	accident,	the	police	had	to	divert	traffic	down	a	side	street.DynamicConstantly	changing.The	theater	has	dynamic	shows,	so	you	never	know	what	youll	see.EaseTo	reduce	unpleasantness	or	difficulty.This	prescription	will	ease	your	allergies.EfficientMaximizing	productivity.Now	that	Im	following	a	schedule	at	work,	Im	much
more	efficient.EliminateTo	remove.Our	team	lost	the	match	and	was	eliminated	from	the	competition.EliteA	select,	above-average	group.The	elite	detective	team	were	also	sent	for	when	there	were	big	crimes.EloquentMoving	speech	or	writing.Her	eloquent	writing	has	gained	her	many	fans.EmphasizeTo	give	special	importance	to	when	speaking	or
writing.The	teacher	emphasized	the	due	date	of	the	project.EndureTo	suffer	through	something	difficult	with	patience.He	has	endured	four	knee	operations	so	far.EnhanceTo	intensify	or	magnify.The	falling	snow	enhanced	the	beauty	of	the	small	village.EpitomeA	perfect	example	of	something.The	duchess	is	the	epitome	of
class.EquivalentEqual.Twenty-four	is	equivalent	to	two	dozen.ErroneousIncorrect.He	apologized	for	his	erroneous	statement.EstimateAn	approximate	value.Try	to	get	an	estimate	of	the	number	of	people	attending	the	concert.EvadeTo	avoid	or	escape.By	hiding	in	the	bathroom,	we	were	able	to	evade	the	intruder.EvaluateTo	assess.At	the	end	of	the
class,	every	student	will	evaluate	how	well	the	professor	taught.EvidenceFacts	or	information	that	help	prove	or	disprove	something.These	fossils	are	evidence	of	evolution.EvolveTo	gradually	change.The	small	school	evolved	into	a	world-class	institution.ExemplaryWorthy	of	imitation.She	is	an	exemplary	student,	and	you	should	copy	her	study
habits.ExcludeTo	leave	out.The	young	boy	was	excluded	from	his	friends	soccer	game.ExclusiveNot	admitting	the	majority.We	may	not	be	able	to	get	in	since	that	club	is	very	exclusive.ExpandTo	increase	in	size.Adding	air	to	bike	tires	will	cause	them	to	expand.ExpertiseExpert	knowledge	or	skill	in	a	particular	field.The	surgeons	expertise	is	knee
surgeries.ExploitTo	use	selfishly.The	company	exploited	its	workers	by	making	them	work	long	hours.ExposeTo	reveal	or	unmask.The	emails	presented	exposed	the	companys	corruption.ExtensionAn	act	of	making	something	longer.If	youre	sick	on	the	day	the	paper	is	due,	the	teacher	may	give	you	an	extension	on	the	due	date.ExtractTo	get	or
remove	something.The	dentist	extracted	one	of	my	teeth.FamineA	time	when	there	is	an	extreme	lack	of	food.Millions	of	children	in	Ethiopia	died	due	to	the	famine	there.FeasiblePossible	to	do.This	study	plan	you	made	for	me	sounds	feasible,	even	with	my	work	schedule.FiniteHaving	an	end	or	limits.Remember	that	life	is	finite;	youre	not
immortal.FlawA	feature	that	ruins	the	perfection	of	something.I	got	the	diamond	for	a	reduced	price	since	the	stone	had	a	flaw.FluctuateTo	change	continually.Im	not	sure	what	to	wear	since	the	temperature	has	been	fluctuating	so	much.FocusThe	central	point	or	idea.The	program	is	going	to	focus	on	environmental	issues.FortifyTo	strengthen.The
king	decided	to	fortify	the	castle	walls	to	protect	them	during	attacks.FrameworkA	skeletal	structure	designed	to	support	something.Skyscrapers	must	have	a	strong	framework	to	support	all	the	floors.FrivolousUnnecessary;	of	little	importanceYou	must	stop	spending	your	money	on	frivolous	purchases.FunctionA	purpose	natural	to	a	person	or
thing.The	function	of	petals	is	to	attract	insects	to	the	plant.FundamentalOf	primary	importance.Learning	scales	is	fundamental	to	being	a	good	piano	player.GapA	space	in	between	to	objects.Be	careful	to	avoid	the	gap	between	the	two	steps.GarbledCommunication	that	is	distorted	and	unclear.Our	answering	machine	is	so	bad	that	peoples	voices
are	always	garbled.GenerateTo	produce.The	fire	generates	heat,	which	keeps	the	room	warm.GrandiosePompous;	overly	important.The	actress	had	only	one	small	part	before	she	got	grandiose	ideas	of	her	fame.HackneyedOverused	and	unoriginal.HIs	poems	contain	many	hackneyed	phrases.HaphazardLacking	planning.There	was	no	schedule,	so	the
event	was	very	haphazard.HarshNot	gentle;	unpleasant.Her	comments	on	my	performance	were	very	harsh	and	not	kind	at	all.HastyIn	a	hurry.In	order	to	avoid	the	police,	the	robbers	made	a	hasty	retreat.HazardousFull	of	risk.The	nuclear	reactor	has	a	lot	of	hazardous	waste.HesitateTo	pause,	often	due	to	reluctance.She	hesitated	before	entering
the	abandoned	building.HierarchyA	ranking	system.In	the	office	hierarchy,	the	manager	is	higher	than	the	associate.HindranceSomething	that	causes	delay	or	resistance.Her	hatred	of	public	transportation	is	a	hindrance	when	trying	to	get	around	New	York	City.HollowEmpty	inside.The	dead	tree	is	hollow.HorrorAn	intense	feeling	of	fear.The
haunted	house	filled	me	with	horror.HostileExtremely	unfriendly.My	ex-boyfriends	new	girlfriend	was	very	hostile	towards	me.HypothesisAn	unproven	idea	that	attempts	to	explain	something.Youll	need	to	conduct	an	experiment	to	test	your	hypothesis.IdenticalExactly	the	same.The	twins	were	completely	identical.Illiterate	Unable	to	read.Because
hed	never	been	able	to	attend	school,	the	man	was	illiterate.IllustrateTo	explain	by	using	an	example.The	professor	illustrated	the	lesson	with	a	personal	story.ImpactEffect	or	influence.His	moving	words	had	a	large	impact	on	me.ImpairTo	worsen.Drinking	alcohol	will	impair	your	driving	abilities.ImplementTo	carry	out.We	will	implement	the	new
schedule	starting	next	semester.ImplyTo	strongly	suggest.My	mother	implied	that	I	was	the	one	who	forgot	to	take	out	the	trash.ImposeTo	force	upon.After	the	riots,	the	mayor	imposed	a	curfew	on	the	town.ImpoverishTo	reduce	to	poverty.These	medical	bills	are	going	to	impoverish	me.IncentiveA	reason	to	do	something.I	hate	my	job,	but	the	big
paychecks	are	a	good	incentive	to	stick	with	it.IncessantContinuing	without	pause.I	cant	sleep	because	of	the	dogs	incessant	barking.IncidentalA	minor	part.Dont	worry	about	your	grade	on	this	quiz;	its	only	an	incidental	part	of	your	grade.InciteTo	urge	on.The	ringleader	incited	the	soldiers	to	rebellion.InclinationA	preference.My	inclination	is	to	go
to	bed	early.IncompetentIncapable;	lacking	ability.The	incompetent	worker	was	fired	from	his	job.InconsistentChanging	randomly.His	pitching	has	been	very	inconsistent	all	season.IndefatigableUntiring.She	is	an	indefatigable	hiker	and	can	walk	all	day.IndisputableNot	able	to	be	challenged.Shes	the	indisputable	star	of	the	basketball
team.IneffectiveNot	producing	any	major	impact.The	drug	was	shown	to	be	ineffective	at	curing	cancer.InevitableUnable	to	be	avoided.Even	if	youre	healthy,	death	is	inevitable	in	the	end.InferTo	guess	based	on	evidence.I	inferred	that	she	was	annoyed	based	on	her	body	language.InflateTo	increase	in	size.Getting	a	promotion	has	really	inflated	his
ego.InfluenceThe	ability	to	have	an	impact	of	something.The	older	sister	has	been	a	positive	influence	on	her	younger	siblings.InhibitTo	hinder	or	restrain.This	cleaning	spray	inhibits	the	growth	of	bacteria.InitialThe	first.She	was	the	initial	president	of	the	company.InquiryAn	investigation	to	determine	the	truth.Congress	launched	an	inquiry	after	the
senator	was	accused	of	taking	bribes.IntegralNecessary	to	complete	the	whole.You	cant	quit.	Youre	an	integral	part	of	this	team.IntegrateTo	combine.When	making	a	cake,	you	need	to	fully	integrate	the	wet	and	dry	ingredients.InterpretTo	explain	the	meaning	of	something.I	need	you	to	interpret	this	German	speech	for	me.InterveneTo	come	between
people,	objects,	or	an	event	and	change	what	is	happening.When	the	toddlers	couldnt	share	their	toys,	their	mothers	had	to	intervene.IntrepidFearless.The	intrepid	mountain	climber	reached	the	top	of	Mt.	Everest.IntricateHighly	detailed.The	pattern	on	this	blanket	is	so	intricate.InvasiveIntrusive.We	found	the	strangers	questions	too	personal	and
very	invasive.InvestigateTo	examine	or	study.The	police	are	going	to	investigate	the	crime	scene.IrascibleEasy	to	anger.Even	though	my	grandfather	seems	irascible,	hes	actually	very	loving.IronyThe	use	of	words	to	give	a	meaning	opposite	to	their	literal	meaning.I	love	spending	my	Friday	nights	doing	homework,	she	said	with
irony.IrresoluteUncertain.Not	sure	which	direction	to	go	in,	he	stood	irresolute.JargonWords	specific	to	a	certain	job	or	group.To	be	a	successful	doctor,	youll	need	to	learn	a	lot	of	medical	jargon.JointlyTogether.The	newlyweds	jointly	opened	up	a	bank	account.KnackA	special	talent	or	skill.My	brother	has	a	real	knack	for	solving	tricky	math
problems.LaborWork	or	effort.Building	a	house	requires	a	lot	of	labor.LagTo	fall	behind.I	stayed	with	the	front	group	of	runners	for	the	first	few	miles,	but	after	that	I	began	to	lag.LampoonTo	mock	or	ridicule.The	cartoonist	lampooned	the	presidents	speech.LanguishTo	become	weak;	to	be	neglected.During	winter	break,	my	plants	languished	since	I
was	visiting	my	parents	and	couldnt	water	them.LectureA	talk	given	to	an	audience.The	professor	will	give	a	30	minute	lecture	before	the	quiz.LeeryWary.Im	leery	of	taking	the	dark-looking	shortcut.LegitimateLawful.The	way	he	became	mayor	is	completely	legitimate.LenientMerciful;	less	harsh.The	judge	gave	the	criminal	a	lenient	sentence	due	to
his	bad	childhood.LikelyProbable.I	dont	have	much	homework,	so	its	likely	Ill	be	able	to	go	out	tonight.LudicrousRidiculous.His	claims	about	me	are	absolutely	ludicrous.MaintainTo	continue	at	the	same	level.She	has	maintained	the	same	weight	since	high	school.MajorVery	important.This	test	is	a	major	part	of	your	final	grade.ManipulateTo
influence,	especially	in	an	unfair	way.He	tried	to	manipulate	the	results	of	the	election.MaximizeTo	increase	to	the	greatest	possible	size.The	stores	goal	this	year	is	to	maximize	its	profit.MeasureTo	find	the	size	and	dimensions	of	something.By	measuring	the	tree,	I	found	it	was	seven	feet	tall.MediocreOrdinary,	average.The	meal	the	chef	made	was
only	mediocre.MendTo	fix.My	mother	will	mend	the	hole	in	my	shirt.MethodA	way	of	doing	something.Her	method	for	making	bread	takes	three	days.MigrateTo	move	from	one	place	to	another.Every	fall,	the	geese	migrate	to	Florida.MinimumThe	smallest	or	lowest	amount	possible.You	need	to	get	a	minimum	of	70%	on	the	test	to	pass	the
class.MisleadingGiving	the	wrong	idea.The	advertisement	for	the	weight	loss	pills	is	very	misleading	since	studies	have	shown	theyre	ineffective.ModifyTo	change.I	need	to	modify	my	style	so	it	looks	more	professional.MoroseGloomy,	depressed.The	boy	was	morose	after	hearing	he	didnt	make	the	football	team.NegligentLazy,	neglectful.The	negligent
babysitter	invited	her	friends	over	while	the	children	were	upstairs.NonchalantIndifferent,	unexcited.I	was	hurt	when	my	friend	greeted	me	so	nonchalantly.ObeyTo	follow	orders	or	instructions.My	dog	always	obeys	me	when	I	ask	her	to	sit.ObtainTo	get.The	spy	obtained	the	secret	codes	we	need.ObviousEasily	understood.The	large	poster	of	Michael
Jackson	over	her	bed	made	it	obvious	who	her	favorite	singer	was.OpponentSomeone	on	the	opposite	side	for	a	game	or	contest.The	soccer	player	blocked	her	opponents	shot	at	the	goal.OppressTo	unfairly	burden.For	the	past	ten	generations	the	royal	family	has	oppressed	the	peasants	by	keeping	them	in	poverty.OriginThe	source;	where	something
began.The	explorers	are	trying	to	find	the	origin	of	the	Nile.ParadigmA	typical	example	of	something.This	work	of	art	is	a	paradigm	of	the	period;	youll	see	many	examples	of	it	in	the	museum.ParsimoniousFrugal,	stingy.The	parsimonious	woman	only	donated	a	dollar	to	charity.PartakeTo	join	in.My	leg	was	feeling	much	better,	so	I	decided	to	partake
in	the	soccer	match.PartialPreferring	one	option	over	others.We	can	get	strawberry	ice	cream,	but	Im	actually	more	partial	to	chocolate.PaucitySomething	existing	in	very	small	amounts;	scarcity.During	the	drought,	the	town	had	a	paucity	of	fresh	water.PeakThe	highest	or	most	important	point.Winning	the	championship	was	the	peak	of	his
career.PeripheralLocated	on	the	side	or	edge.There	are	some	peripheral	fights	going	on	at	the	outdoor	concert.PermeateTo	penetrate	or	pass	through.Let	the	maple	syrup	permeate	your	waffles	before	eating	them.PersistTo	continue,	especially	when	facing	opposition.I	may	have	lost	my	last	six	games,	but	I	will	continue	to	persist	trying	to
win.PertainRelate.How	does	your	question	pertain	to	the	lecture?PhaseA	period	or	stage	in	a	process.In	high	school,	I	went	through	a	phase	where	I	only	wore	black	clothes.PollA	record	of	opinions	or	votes.The	polls	show	that	my	candidate	is	going	to	win	the	election.PotentPowerful.Only	take	one	sleeping	pill	since	theyre	very
potent.PragmaticPractical,	sensible.Your	boyfriend	is	too	dramatic.	I	think	you	need	a	more	pragmatic	man.PraiseTo	give	approval	or	admiration.The	book	is	the	best	Ive	ever	read;	I	cant	praise	it	enough.PrecedeTo	come	before.The	flower	girls	preceded	the	bride	when	they	walked	down	the	aisle.PreciseExact.When	collecting	data,	its	important	that
your	measurements	are	very	precise.PrestigiousHaving	a	high	reputation.Harvard	is	one	of	the	most	prestigious	colleges	in	the	United	States.PrevalentWidespread.If	more	people	dont	start	washing	their	hands,	disease	will	become	more	prevalent.PrimaryFirst;	most	important.Maeves	primary	goal	in	life	is	to	become	a	doctor.PriorPrevious	or
earlier.Prior	to	becoming	a	teacher,	Elena	worked	as	a	book	editor.ProceedTo	continue	doing	something.Im	sorry	for	interrupting;	please	proceed	with	your	speech.ProgenyOffspring.The	dogs	progeny	all	have	yellow	fur.PromoteTo	further	to	progress	of	something.Im	promoting	this	new	indie	movie	so	that	more	people	will	buy	tickets	to	it.ProsperTo
do	well.Dave	hopes	his	new	business	will	prosper	and	make	him	a	millionaire.ProximityNearness	in	time	or	space.The	twins	hated	to	be	apart,	so	they	bought	houses	in	close	proximity	to	each	other.QuarrelDisagreement	or	fight;	to	have	an	argument.Nina	and	her	boyfriend	always	quarrel	over	money.RangeThe	distance	between	two	things,	often	the
maximum	and	the	minimum.The	range	of	ages	at	the	concert	spanned	from	12	to	65.RankAn	official	position	or	station.Archibald	was	promoted	to	the	rank	of	first	captain.RebukeTo	sternly	disapprove	or	reprimand.After	staying	out	too	late,	Grace	received	a	rebuke	from	her	parents.RecapitulateTo	give	a	brief	summary.At	the	end	of	his	speech,	the
politician	made	sure	to	recapitulate	his	main	points.RecedeTo	retreat.Two	days	after	the	flood,	the	seawater	finally	began	to	recede	from	our	house.RecommendTo	present	someone	with	confidence	and	approval.I	need	to	ask	Mr.	Smith	if	hell	recommend	me	for	this	leadership	position.ReformTo	make	changes	that	improve	something.Melanies	father
is	in	charge	of	reforming	to	school	system.RegulateTo	supervise	or	control	a	process	so	that	it	functions	correctly.Ben	needs	to	regulate	how	much	he	eats	in	order	to	stay	at	a	healthy	weight.ReinforceTo	strengthen	with	added	support.The	builders	reinforced	the	houses	wooden	frame	with	steel	beams.RejectTo	say	no	to	something	that	is
offered.Lydia	rejected	my	invitation	to	the	homecoming	dance.ReleaseTo	free;	to	allow	to	be	known.The	CEO	decided	to	release	the	companys	profits	from	last	year.RelyTo	depend	on.I	rely	on	coffee	to	get	my	through	my	mornings.ReproachTo	express	disapproval	or	disappointment.The	coach	reproached	the	players	for	failing	to	play	their
best.RequireTo	need	for	a	specific	purpose.The	camping	trip	requires	that	every	participant	bring	their	own	food	and	sleeping	bag.ResentTo	feel	bitterness	or	anger	towards	someone	or	something.Ive	always	resented	my	sister	because	she	is	my	mothers	favorite	child.ResignTo	give	up	an	office	or	position.Due	to	his	declining	health,	the	mayor
decided	to	resign	from	office.ResistTo	withstand	the	effect	of.Resist	the	impulse	to	have	ice	cream	for	breakfast.ResolveTo	come	to	a	firm	decision.Matt	resolved	to	get	better	grades	next	semester	by	studying	every	night.RestrictTo	confine	or	keep	within	limits.My	doctor	told	me	to	restrict	myself	to	one	glass	of	wine	a	day.RetainTo	continue	to	do
something	or	keep	something.Ive	decided	to	retain	my	normal	hairstyle.Retract1.	To	draw	back	in.2.	To	withdraw	something	after	its	found	to	be	untrue.1.	I	felt	calmer	after	the	lion	retracted	its	claws.2.	After	numerous	errors	were	found,	the	newspaper	retracted	the	story.RetrieveTo	bring	back.Alexis	got	out	of	the	car	to	retrieve	the	ball	her	little
brother	had	thrown.RhetoricalUsed	just	for	style	or	impact.You	arent	expected	to	actually	answer	rhetorical	questions.RigidStiff;	unyielding.The	boys	father	was	happy	to	see	the	base	of	the	treehouse	was	rigid	and	sturdy.RotateTo	turn.Rotate	the	sculpture	so	I	can	see	the	other	side.SafeguardSomething	that	serves	as	protection	or	ensures	safety.A
retirement	fund	is	one	way	to	safeguard	your	finances	for	the	future.ScrutinizeTo	very	carefully	examine.The	judges	were	looking	for	perfection,	so	they	scrutinized	every	entry.SectionA	part	of	the	whole.This	section	of	the	stadium	dressed	completely	in	red.SelectTo	choose.Jane	selected	a	blue	dress	to	wear	to	the	wedding.SequenceThings	that
follow	each	other	in	a	certain	order.Librarians	need	to	know	how	order	books	in	the	correct	sequence.Severe1.	Harsh	or	strict.2.	Grave,	critical.1.	The	robbers	suffered	severe	consequences	for	stealing.2.	My	uncle	is	currently	battling	a	severe	illness	in	the	hospital.ShallowNot	deep.You	dont	need	to	worry	about	getting	your	dress	wet.	The	water	is
very	shallow	here.ShelterTo	protect	from	something	harmful.The	empty	barn	gave	the	men	shelter	during	the	storm.ShrinkTo	become	smaller.Hopefully	this	cream	will	cause	my	scar	to	shrink.SignificantImportant,	noteworthy.The	Gettysburg	Address	was	a	significant	event	during	the	Civil	War.SourceA	person,	place,	or	thing	where	something	was
obtained.You	shouldnt	use	Wikipedia	as	a	source	when	writing	school	papers.SparseThinly	scattered.The	farm	was	almost	empty;	there	were	just	a	few	sparse	trees	here	and	there.SpecifyTo	clearly	indicate	which	one.You	need	to	specify	which	size	shirt	you	want	before	I	can	order	it.SpeculateTo	form	a	theory	without	strong	evidence.My	sister	loves
to	speculate	on	the	private	lives	of	celebrities.SolitaryAlone;	without	others.The	hermit	lives	a	solitary	existence	deep	in	the	mountains.SomberGloomy;	depressing.After	losing	the	competition,	the	chess	players	were	very	somber.SootheTo	calm	or	comfort.The	mother	sang	a	lullaby	to	soothe	her	crying	baby.SqualidFilthy	and	unpleasant.The	shelter
was	squalid	and	overcrowded.StableUnlikely	to	change	or	fail.Were	lucky	to	live	in	a	country	with	such	a	stable	government.StagnantSluggish,	showing	little	movement.With	few	new	jobs	created,	the	economy	has	remained	stagnant	for	the	past	five	years.StrategyA	plan	to	reach	a	desired	outcome.The	football	team	will	need	a	good	strategy	to	win
the	game	tomorrow.SubsequentComing	after	something	in	time.The	first	king	was	a	good	ruler,	but	subsequent	kings	have	all	been	corrupt.SubstituteA	person	or	thing	acting	in	place	of	another.If	you	dont	have	sugar,	honey	makes	a	good	substitute	for	this	recipe.SubtleDifficult	to	notice	right	away.Mayas	perfume	was	very	subtle;	you	had	to	get
close	to	her	to	smell	it.SufficientEnough	to	serve	a	particular	purpose.Make	sure	you	have	sufficient	food	for	the	camping	trip.SummarizeTo	briefly	give	the	main	points.The	class	didnt	have	time	to	read	the	book,	so	the	professor	summarized	it	for	them.SuperviseTo	oversee	work	or	a	process.My	dad	didnt	think	we	were	old	enough	to	build	the	fort	on
our	own,	so	he	supervised	us.SupplantTo	take	the	place	of	something	else.The	king	was	supplanted	by	his	treacherous	younger	brother	who	locked	him	in	the	dungeon.Suspend1.	To	temporarily	stop.2.	To	hang	something	from	somewhere.1.	The	power	outage	suspended	the	school	concert.2.	The	lamp	is	suspended	from	the	high
ceiling.SuspiciousHaving	the	belief	that	someone	is	doing	something	dishonest	or	illegal.The	couple	became	suspicious	when	they	saw	strange	men	removing	their	neighbors	expensive	electronics	during	the	night.SustainTo	keep	going.I	stopped	trying	to	sustain	the	friendship	after	he	made	fun	of	how	I	looked.SymbolicServing	as	a	symbol.A	cross	is
symbolic	of	Christianity.TechnicalRelating	to	a	specific	subject	or	craft.The	laptop	manual	is	full	of	technical	terms	only	a	computer	expert	can	understand.TerminalSituated	at	the	end.Everyone	on	the	train	must	get	off	at	the	terminal	stop.TolerateTo	put	up	with.I	tolerate	the	rude	man	since	he	is	my	husbands	best	friend.TransferTo	move	from	one
place	to	another.Bens	work	is	going	to	transfer	him	from	Chicago	to	Detroit.TransitionChanging	from	one	state	or	condition	to	another.The	transition	from	student	to	employee	can	often	take	awhile	to	get	used	to.Transparent1.	See-through	material.2.	Easy	to	detect.1.	The	glass	vase	is	completely	transparent.2.	Her	attempt	to	flatter	the	movie	star
was	very	transparent.TuitionThe	fee	for	instruction	at	a	school.College	tuition	prices	have	gone	up	in	recent	decades.UnobtrusiveNot	attracting	attention.The	princes	bodyguards	had	mastered	the	art	of	being	unobtrusive.UnscathedUnharmed.Ian	was	lucky	to	walk	away	from	the	car	crash	unscathed.UpbeatHappy;	optimistic.Even	when	shes	having	a
bad	day,	my	mom	always	has	an	upbeat	attitude.UnjustUnfair.Since	I	tried	my	hardest	on	the	exam,	I	felt	my	teachers	criticism	of	me	was	unjust.VacillateTo	waver	or	be	indecisive.She	vacillated	between	the	two	dresses	before	finally	deciding	to	wear	a	skirt.ValidJust;	well-founded.The	soldiers	had	valid	concerns	about	the	battles	theyd	be
facing.VanishTo	disappear	quickly.The	plane	vanished	behind	the	clouds.VaryTo	be	different	from	something	else	in	a	group.VerdictA	judgement	or	decision.The	jury	delivered	a	guilty	verdict.VestigeA	small	trace	of	something	that	is	disappearing	or	has	already	disappeared.The	empty	castle	still	had	a	few	vestiges	of	its	former	wealth.VialA	small
container	used	to	hold	liquids.The	chemist	carefully	filled	the	vial	with	the	bubbling	solution.VilifyTo	speak	poorly	of;	to	slander.Mark	was	vilified	by	his	angry	ex-girlfriend.VoluminousTaking	up	a	lot	of	space.The	puffy	wedding	dress	had	voluminous	sleeves.WhereasOn	the	contrary.I	always	save	my	money	whereas	my	brother	is	constantly	in
debt.WhollyCompletely.The	monk	is	wholly	devoted	to	his	faith.WidespreadOccurring	over	a	large	region.There	is	widespread	poverty	across	that	country.WiltTo	droop	and	become	limp.Plants	will	wilt	if	you	dont	water	them	regularly.	How	to	Use	This	TOEFL	Vocabulary	ListFirst,	you	should	read	through	the	list	and	identify	any	words	you	dont	know
or	are	unsure	of.	If	youre	even	slightly	unsure	of	a	TOEFL	vocabulary	word,	youll	want	to	study	it.Be	sure	to	read	the	definition	and	sample	sentence	of	words	you	feel	confident	on	to	be	sure	you	understand	them	fully.Once	you	have	your	TOEFL	word	list	that	you	need	to	study,	youll	want	to	work	on	memorizing	their	definitions.	You	dont	need	to
memorize	the	sample	sentences,	but	you	should	review	them	to	ensure	you	understand	how	the	word	is	used.	You	can	also	search	for	individual	TOEFL	words	in	Google	news	to	find	articles	that	include	the	word	and	give	you	an	even	better	idea	of	how	the	word	is	actually	used.Flashcards	are	a	great	way	to	study	TOEFL	vocab	words	because	they
allow	you	to	easily	flip	between	the	word	itself	on	one	side	and	its	definition	and	sample	sentence	on	the	other	side.You	can	make	your	own	TOEFL	flashcards	or	use	a	site	such	as	Quizlet	which	lets	you	make	online	flashcards	for	free	from	your	TOEFL	vocabulary	list.	The	Best	Way	to	Use	Your	TOEFL	FlashcardsWerecommendusing	the	waterfall
method	to	learnTOEFL	words.If	youre	not	sure	what	the	waterfall	method	is,	we	break	it	down	for	you	below.Once	you	have	your	TOEFL	vocabulary	flashcards,	youll	go	through	those	cards	one	by	one.	For	each	card	whose	definition	you	know	easily,	youll	put	it	in	a	Know	It	pile.	If	you	dont	know	the	definition	of	a	particular	TOEFL	word,	put	it	in	a
Struggled	pile.After	youve	gone	through	each	of	the	cards	once,	pick	up	your	Struggled	pile.	Youll	now	go	through	this	pile	again.	For	words	where	you	know	the	definition,	place	them	in	a	second	Know	It	pile	next	to	(but	not	combined	with)	the	first	Know	It	pile.	For	words	you	dont	know,	make	a	new	Struggled	pile.	Repeat	this	process,	placing	new
Know	It	piles	in	a	row	from	left	to	right.	This	creates	your	waterfall.	Repeat	this	process	until	the	Struggled	pilehas	only	a	few	words	left.Now,	youll	move	back	up	the	waterfall.	Starting	with	the	most	recent	Struggled	pile,	go	through	the	flashcardsuntil	you	know	all	the	words	in	the	pile.	Then,	add	the	most	recent	(the	rightmost)	Know	It	pile.	Go
through	those	words.	If	you	miss	any,	go	through	the	entire	pile	again	until	you	get	all	of	them	right.It	may	take	awhile	to	get	through	the	entire	pile,	but	this	method	will	guarantee	that	you	learn	those	TOEFL	words!	Continue	this	process	until	you	get	all	the	way	back	up	the	waterfall.This	is	the	best	method	to	study	vocab	flashcards	because
youllspend	the	majority	of	your	time	reviewing	the	words	you	struggle	the	most	with,	as	opposed	to	just	studying	the	entire	stack	over	and	over.	Conclusion:	Studying	TOEFL	VocabularyVocabulary	is	an	important	part	of	the	TOEFL,	and	many	questions	on	the	exam	require	you	to	have	a	strong	vocabulary.Use	our	list	of	the	327	best	TOEFL
vocabulary	words	in	order	to	guide	your	studying.Flashcards	are	one	of	the	best	ways	to	learn	your	TOEFL	vocabulary	list,	and	the	waterfall	method	is	a	great	method	to	use	with	TOEFL	flashcards.	Dont	stop	studying	a	word	until	youve	memorized	its	definition	and	understand	how	its	used	in	sentences!	Whats	Next?Vocab	is	an	important	part	of	the
TOEFL,	particularly	the	Reading	section,	but	its	not	all	you	need	to	know.	Get	all	the	info	you	need	to	ace	the	Reading	section	here!Want	more	information	on	how	the	TOEFL	is	scored?	Check	out	our	guide	to	learn	exactly	how	the	TOEFL	is	scored	so	you	can	maximize	the	number	of	points	you	get.Practice	tests	are	one	of	the	best	ways	to	prepare	for
the	TOEFL.	Weve	gathered	information	on	the	highest-quality	TOEFL	practice	tests	into	one	place	so	you	have	access	to	the	best	study	materials!	Download	our	best	TOEFL	Strategy	eBook	(valued	at	$14.49)	for	FREE!	Learn	the	top	5	strategies	you	must	know	to	improve	your	TOEFL	score.	Download	it	for	free	now:	FREE	TOEFL	eBook:	5	Tips	for
15+	Points	In	order	to	understand	the	passages	youll	see	in	the	TOEFL	Reading	section	and	accurately	answer	questions	about	them,	youll	likely	need	to	do	some	studying	before	test	day.If	youre	not	sure	how	to	study	forTOEFL	Reading,	were	here	to	help!In	this	guide,	we	explain	the	format	and	types	of	questions	youll	see	on	TOEFL	Reading	then
explain	the	materials	you	need	to	do	well	on	this	section.	We	then	go	over	all	the	best	TOEFL	Reading	practice	materials	available,	including	free	and	official	resources.We	end	with	final	tips	to	keep	in	mind	during	your	studying	in	order	to	feel	prepared	and	confident	on	test	day.	Overview	of	the	TOEFL	Reading	SectionReading	is	the	first	section
youll	need	to	complete	for	the	TOEFL.	Its	designed	to	test	your	skills	in	understanding	university-level	academic	texts	and	passages.Youll	have	60-80	minutes	to	answer	questions	based	on	three	to	four	passages.	This	variation	in	time	and	length	is	because	some	test	takers	will	have	un-scored	experimental	questions	on	their	TOEFL	Reading	section,
making	it	extra	long,	while	others	will	have	experimental	questions	on	their	Listening	section	instead.	You	wont	know	which	questions	are	experimental	and	which	are	graded,	so	try	not	to	worry	about	it	too	much.The	passages	in	TOEFL	Reading	will	each	be	about	700	words	long,	and	theyll	be	followed	by	about	12-14	questions.The	passages	will
come	from	university-level	textbooks	that	introduce	a	topic	or	discipline.	Questions	can	be	multiple	choice,	inserting	a	sentence,	or	putting	events	in	the	correct	order.	For	more	information	on	the	types	of	Reading	questions	youll	see,	check	out	our	guide	on	how	to	ace	TOEFL	Reading.	What	Youll	Need	to	Be	Prepared	for	TOEFL	ReadingWhile	this
section	doesnt	require	as	many	skills	as	some	other	parts	of	the	TOEFL,	in	order	to	do	well	on	TOEFL	Reading,	youll	need	to	be	prepared	for	each	skill	youll	be	tested	on.TOEFL	Reading	tests	your	critical	thinking	skills,	your	vocabulary,	how	well	you	understand	and	identify	minor	details	in	a	text,	your	ability	to	make	inferences	based	on	the	passage,
and	how	well	you	understand	the	authors	intent	and	main	points,	among	other	things.In	order	to	do	well	on	this	section,	your	TOEFL	Reading	practice	should	include	the	following	materials:	CompleteTOEFL	Reading	exercisesIndividual	practice	questionsOpportunities	to	practice	your	reading	skillsOpportunities	to	expand	your	vocabularyIn	the	next
section,	we	go	over	the	best	tools	to	help	you	study	for	TOEFL	Reading.	The	Best	TOEFL	Reading	Practice	MaterialsThis	section	contains	links	to	the	top	TOEFL	Reading	practice	materials.	What	makes	a	practice	material	the	best?	First,	the	TOEFL	Reading	exercisesmust	be	similar	in	content	and	format	to	the	real	TOEFL	Reading	section	to	give	you
the	best	preparation	for	the	real	exam.	Second,	its	a	major	bonus	if	the	practice	questions	come	with	answer	explanations	that	help	you	understand	why	a	particular	answer	is	the	correct	one.	Finally,	prep	materials	that	include	useful	tips	and	strategies	for	answering	Reading	questions	are	useful	because	they	give	you	advice	on	how	to	raise	your
score	on	this	section.	Official	TOEFL	Reading	PracticeTestsOf	all	the	practice	materials	available	for	TOEFL	Reading,	official	resources	are	the	best	to	use	since	you	can	be	sure	theyll	be	very	similar	to	the	real	exam.	In	this	section	are	all	the	official	TOEFL	Reading	practice	materials	available,	both	free	and	paid.	ETS	doesnt	provide	just	Reading
questions,	so	each	of	these	resources	includes	practice	resources	for	the	other	TOEFL	sections.	Make	sure	to	use	at	least	some	of	these	resources	while	studying.	TOEFL	iBT	SamplerThe	TOEFL	iBT	Sampler	is	a	program	you	can	download	with	official	practice	questions,	and	its	a	great	free	and	official	resource	to	use.	In	addition	to	other	TOEFL
sections,	it	includes	a	complete	TOEFL	iBT	Reading	practice	test	(three	passages),	with	a	format	very	similar	to	that	of	the	real	TOEFL.	Unfortunately,	the	Sampler	only	works	with	Windows;	you	cant	download	it	with	a	Mac.	TOEFL	iBT	Quick	PrepQuick	Prep	contains	four	PDFs	of	practice	questions,	which	each	contain	one	or	two	Reading	passages
along	with	question	sets.	There	are	a	total	of	six	Reading	passages,	which	is	the	equivalent	of	two	complete	TOEFL	Reading	sections.	TOEFL	iBT	Sample	QuestionsThis	PDF	is	another	free	and	official	resource.	Its	shorter	than	some	of	the	other	resources,	but	still	high-quality.	In	addition	to	other	question	types,	it	includes	one	Reading	passage	with
an	accompanying	question	set.	TOEFL	Practice	Online	(TPO)	TestsTPO	tests	are	retired	TOEFL	exams	now	sold	to	people	studying	for	the	TOEFL.	They	give	the	closest	experience	to	the	real	TOEFL,	and,	because	of	that,	they	arent	cheap.	Youll	have	to	pay	$45	for	each	complete	TOEFL	you	buy	(you	cant	just	buy	individual	Reading	sections).	Your
exam	will	be	automatically	graded	after	you	finish	it.This	is	a	useful	resource,	but	if	you	dont	want	to	spend	that	much	money	on	a	TOEFL	iBT	Reading	practice	test,	its	perfectly	possible	to	do	well	just	using	the	above	practice	resources.	Official	TOEFL	Prep	BooksETS	sells	several	official	TOEFL	prep	books.	The	Official	Guide	to	the	TOEFL	Test,	in
addition	to	explaining	the	types	of	questions	on	the	test,	contains	numerous	practice	questions	and	three	full-length	exams.Theres	also	the	Official	TOEFL	iBT	Tests	Volumes	1	and	2.	Each	of	these	books	contains	five	unique	TOEFL	practice	tests,	available	on	paper	and	the	computer.	Youll	need	to	study	more	than	just	the	alphabet	to	do	well	on
TOEFL	Reading.	Unofficial	TOEFL	ReadingExercisesYoushould	be	careful	when	using	unofficial	prep	resources	since	not	all	of	them	are	reliable.	Some	are	high-quality	and	very	similar	to	the	TOEFL,	others	are	not.	Below	are	some	of	the	top	unofficial	prep	resources	for	TOEFL	Reading.	They	include	both	TOEFL	Reading	exercises	and	complete
TOEFL	Reading	practice	tests.	All	of	them	(except	the	prep	books	if	you	buy	them)	are	free.	Exam	EnglishThis	site	has	four	TOEFL	Reading	practice	tests,	each	with	one	passage	and	about	ten	questions.	Its	not	quite	as	high-quality	as	official	practice	resources,	but	still	a	good	site	to	use	if	youre	looking	for	additional	Reading	practice.	Test	DenTest
Den	offers	one	free,	unofficial	examwhich	includes	a	complete	TOEFL	Reading	practice	testwith	three	passages.	The	passages	they	use	are	much	closer	to	the	TOEFL	than	the	passages	used	by	many	other	unofficial	sources	in	terms	of	length	and	difficulty	level.	Test	Prep	PracticeTest	Prep	Practices	website	contains	five	TOEFL	Reading	quizzes,	each
with	a	passage	and	about	a	dozen	questions.	This	resource	is	not	as	high-quality	as	some	of	the	above	resources	(its	questions	dont	always	follow	the	format	youll	see	on	the	TOEFL,	and	some	of	them	arent	as	difficult	as	many	TOEFL	questions),	but	its	a	solid	resource	if	youre	looking	for	more	practice.	Graduates	HotlineThis	site	has	eight	Reading
passages,	each	with	a	set	of	questions.	Like	Test	Prep	Practice,	the	questions	sometimes	arent	a	great	representative	of	what	the	TOEFL	will	be	like,	but	they	will	help	you	get	practice	with	critical	reading	and	vocabulary	skills	which	can	be	helpful,	especially	early	on	in	your	studying.	Unofficial	Prep	BooksPrep	books,	even	unofficial	ones,	are	often	a
great	resource	for	practice	questions.	Most	books	include	sample	Reading	questions	as	well	as	one	or	more	complete	practice	TOEFLs	at	the	end	of	the	book.	You	can	learn	all	aboutthe	best	TOEFL	prep	books	by	reading	our	guide.	Other	Materials	toUse	for	TOEFL	Reading	PracticeThese	resources	dont	include	specific	TOEFL	Reading	practice	tests,
but	using	them	can	help	you	strengthen	the	skills	you	need	in	order	to	do	well	on	this	section.	DuolingoDuolingo	is	a	popular	and	free	site	that	helps	you	learn	languages.	Users	answer	different	types	of	questions,	including	reading	questions.	You	cant	choose	to	only	answer	reading	questions,	so	this	isnt	the	best	resource	for	targeted	reading
practice,	but	its	still	a	good	way	to	strengthen	your	overall	reading,	writing,	and	vocabulary	skills.For	advanced	English	learners,	many	of	Duolingos	beginning	problem	sets	will	likely	be	too	easy,	but	you	can	take	a	quiz	to	figure	out	where	in	the	program	you	should	start.	Reading	on	Your	OwnIn	order	to	have	strong	enough	reading	skills	to
understand	and	analyze	the	passages	youll	come	across	in	TOEFL	Reading,	you	should	make	it	a	habit	to	read	English	regularly.Its	best	if	you	do	some	reading	every	day	in	order	to	build	up	your	skills.The	most	useful	things	to	read	will	be	university-level	books	and	papers,	and	this	is	discussed	more	in	the	next	section.	However,	any	reading	in
English	that	you	do	will	help	you	improve	your	Reading	skills,	and	many	times	you	learn	and	improve	more	when	youre	reading	something	that	interests	you.Some	examples	include	newspapers,	blogs	on	a	topic	that	interest	you,	or	novels.	Vocabulary	ResourcesA	strong	vocabulary	is	essential	for	doing	well	on	the	Reading	section	where	youll	come
across	a	wide	variety	of	words	and	occasionally	have	questions	that	directly	ask	you	what	a	specific	word	means.Reading	in	English	regularly,	as	mentioned	above,	will	help	you	learn	new	words	and	expand	your	vocabulary,	and	you	can	also	check	out	our	guide	to	the	327	vocab	words	you	need	to	know	for	the	TOEFL	for	more	ideas!	How	to	Get	the
Most	Out	of	Your	TOEFL	ReadingPrepNow	that	you	know	all	the	best	practice	resources	for	TOEFL	Reading	you	can	get	started	with	your	studying.	The	next	step	is	to	use	those	materials	in	the	most	effective	way	in	order	to	get	the	score	you	want	on	test	day.	Follow	these	tips	in	order	to	get	the	most	out	of	your	TOEFL	Reading	practice.	Read
University-Level	TextsAs	mentioned	above,	the	best	material	to	read	in	order	to	prepare	you	for	TOEFL	Reading	is	university-level	academic	texts	that	introduce	a	topic.	TOEFL	takes	its	passages	from	these	types	of	books.Examples	include	any	university-level	books	with	the	words	Introduction	or	Beginning	in	the	title	(such	as	Introduction	to	Russian
History	or	Beginning	Chemistry.	You	can	also	look	at	100-level	college	classes	and	see	which	textbooks	they	assign	students.	These	are	likely	introductory	texts.Try	to	read	a	few	pages	from	these	books	every	day.	Its	more	useful	to	do	a	little	reading	every	day	than	to	try	and	cram	a	lot	of	reading	in	at	one	time	since	this	can	make	it	hard	to	take	in	a
lot	of	information,	and	its	not	as	close	to	what	the	TOEFL	will	be	like.By	reading	academic	texts	regularly,	youll	improve	your	English	reading	skills	and	be	more	prepared	for	whatever	passages	the	TOEFL	throws	at	you.	Make	It	a	Habit	to	Read	ActivelyIt	has	happened	to	all	of	us:	you	start	just	dragging	your	eyes	across	a	page,	not	taking	in	any	of
the	words	youre	reading.	It	can	be	tempting	to	read	this	way	because	its	faster	and	easier,	but,	unfortunately,	its	not	going	to	help	you	improve	your	reading	skills.Instead	of	just	passively	moving	your	eyes	across	a	page,	make	it	a	goal	to	read	actively	during	your	studying.To	read	actively,	pause	every	few	paragraphs	and	think	about	what	youve	just
read.	What	points	is	the	author	trying	to	make?	How	are	they	supporting	those	statements?	Are	there	any	words	you	arent	sure	of?	Try	to	figure	out	what	they	mean	from	their	context,	but	if	you	still	dont	know,	look	them	up.Forcing	yourself	to	really	think	about	what	youre	reading	will	improve	your	critical	reading	skills	and	make	the	TOEFL	Reading
questions	easier	to	understand	and	answer	on	test	day.	Even	if	you	get	bored	while	studying,	be	sure	to	keep	reading	actively!	Use	Official	Practice	Materials	WiselyAs	mentioned	above,	official	TOEFL	resources	have	the	best	practice	questions	out	there,	so	you	want	to	make	the	most	of	them.Spread	these	questions	throughout	your	studying;	dont
use	them	all	up	at	the	beginning	or	save	until	right	before	you	take	the	test.	You	want	to	be	regularly	seeing	these	questions	as	you	study	for	the	TOEFL.Also,	when	you	answer	these	questions,	make	sure	you	set	aside	enough	time	to	really	focus	on	them.	Its	best	if	you	can	take	a	complete	Reading	section	(three	passages	and	their	questions)	in	one
sitting	to	get	used	to	how	itll	feel	on	the	test	day.	Practice	them	in	a	quiet	room	with	no	distractions	to	get	your	most	accurate	score.	Practice	Writing	in	EnglishYoure	preparing	for	the	TOEFL	Reading	section,	but	working	on	your	writing	skills	will	also	help	you	do	better	on	this	section.When	you	write	in	English	regularly,	you	force	yourself	to	think
about	how	sentences	are	constructed,	how	you	can	express	a	certain	point,	and	which	vocab	words	you	need	to	use.	The	more	practice	you	get	doing	this	yourself,	the	easier	it	will	be	for	you	to	understand	whats	going	on	in	the	TOEFL	Reading	passages	on	test	day.Try	to	write	in	English	at	least	once	a	week.	You	can	write	about	what	you	learned	in
class	that	day	or	another	topic	that	interests	you.	In	addition	to	helping	you	prepare	for	the	Reading	section,	this	can	also	help	you	on	TOEFL	Writing.	Review:	TOEFL	iBT	Reading	PracticeKnowing	what	to	expect	on	TOEFL	Reading	and	what	skills	youll	be	tested	on	will	go	a	long	way	to	helping	you	do	well	on	this	section.Use	official	and	unofficial
study	resources	to	help	you	prepare	for	this	section	and	get	an	idea	of	the	passages	youll	see	and	the	questions	youll	be	asked.In	order	to	get	the	most	out	of	your	TOEFL	Reading	studying,	make	it	a	priority	to	read	university-level	texts,	read	actively,	use	official	materials	wisely,	and	practice	writing	in	English.By	following	these	tips,	youll	help
yourself	build	a	strong	foundation	that	will	prepare	you	for	each	skill	TOEFL	Reading	tests.	Whats	Next?Looking	for	more	information	on	the	TOEFL	Reading	section?	Learn	all	the	tips	you	need	to	know	in	order	to	ace	TOEFL	Reading!What	score	should	you	be	aiming	to	get	on	the	TOEFL?	Learn	what	a	good	TOEFL	score	is	based	on	the	schools
youre	interested	in	attending.Which	words	do	you	absolutely	need	to	know	for	the	TOEFL?	Check	out	our	guide	to	the327	best	words	to	learn	for	the	TOEFL.	Want	to	know	all	the	information	you	need	to	write	two	great	essays	and	ace	the	TOEFL	Writing	section?This	guide	has	all	the	tips	you	need	to	do	well	on	TOEFL	Writing.	Well	explain	exactly
what	you	can	expect	to	see	in	this	section,	then	give	TOEFL	Writing	tips	tips	on	how	to	answer	both	essay	types,	how	you	should	study,	and	what	you	should	do	on	test	day	to	make	sure	you	ace	this	section.	Overview	of	the	TOEFL	Writing	SectionThe	TOEFL	Writing	section	lasts	50	minutes	and	contains	two	tasks:	Integrated	Writing	and	Independent
Writing.	Its	the	final	section	of	the	TOEFL.	After	this,	youre	done!Youll	have	20	minutes	to	plan	and	write	the	Integrated	Writing	Task	and	30	minutes	to	plan	and	write	the	Independent	Writing	Tasks.	Both	essays	will	be	written	on	the	computer.Well	discuss	the	tasks	and	what	youre	expected	to	write	in	more	detail	in	the	next	section.After	you
complete	the	exam,	your	essays	will	be	graded	by	several	(typically	four)	graders.	Each	essay	will	receive	a	score	from	0-5.	The	sum	of	those	two	scores	will	then	be	scaled	to	a	score	from	0-30,	which	is	your	official	Writing	score.	The	Writing	section	makes	of	25%	of	your	total	TOEFL	score	(from	0-120).	What	Types	of	Questions	Are	on	TOEFL
Writing?The	Writing	section	contains	two	tasks.	In	this	section,	well	explain	the	format	and	content	of	the	tasks	and	give	an	official	example	question	and	response	tips	for	each	question	type.	TOEFL	Integrated	WritingThe	TOEFL	Integrated	Writing	task	requires	you	to	use	listening,	reading,	and	writing	skills.For	this	task,	you	will	have	three	minutes
to	read	a	short	passage,	then	you	will	listen	to	a	short	(approximately	two-minute	long)	audio	clip	of	a	speaker	discussing	the	same	topic	the	written	passage	covers.You	will	have	20	minutes	to	plan	and	write	a	response	that	references	both	of	these	sources.	You	wont	discuss	your	own	opinion.During	the	writing	time,	youll	be	able	to	look	at	the
written	passage	again,	but	you	wont	be	able	to	re-hear	the	audio	clip.	Youll	be	able	to	take	notes	while	you	listen	to	it	though.The	suggested	response	length	for	this	task	is	150-225	words.	Youll	be	graded	on	the	quality	of	your	writing	as	well	as	how	well	your	response	represents	the	main	points	of	the	audio	clip	and	written	passage	and	how	they
relate	to	each	other.Want	to	learn	more	about	Integrated	Writing?	Watch	this	short	clip	below:	Sample	TOEFL	Integrated	Writing	Question(On	the	real	TOEFL,	the	lecture	would	be	an	audio	clip	instead	of	a	transcript.)	TOEFL	Writing	Tips	for	AnsweringFrequently	refer	back	to	the	audio	clip	and	written	passage	when	making	an	argument.	A	key	part
of	your	grade	is	how	well	you	show	you	understood	the	information	these	two	pieces	contained.However,	dont	just	copy	portions	of	the	audio	clip	or	passage	into	your	essay;	that	doesnt	show	your	English	skills.	Always	rewrite	the	main	ideas	in	your	own	words.When	answering	this	question,	pay	careful	attention	to	any	differences	between	the
information	in	written	passage	and	the	information	in	the	audio	clip.	These	differences	are	often	an	important	part	of	your	response.Take	good	notes	when	the	audio	clip	is	playing.	You	wont	have	an	opportunity	to	listen	to	it	again.Dont	inject	your	own	opinion.	Only	discuss	what	the	audio	clip	and	passage	are	saying.	Youll	only	discuss	your	own
opinion	on	the	Independent	Writing	Task.	TOEFL	Independent	WritingFor	the	Independent	Writing	task,	youll	receive	a	question	on	a	particular	topic	or	issue.	Youll	have	30	minutes	to	plan	and	write	a	response	to	that	topic	that	explains	your	opinion	on	it.	Youll	need	to	give	reasons	that	support	your	decision.Its	recommended	that	your	response	to
this	task	be	at	least	300	words,	and	youll	be	graded	on	how	well	you	develop	your	ideas,	how	well	your	essay	is	organized,	and	how	accurately	you	use	English	to	express	your	ideas.What	to	learn	more	about	TOEFL	Independent	Writing?	What	this	video:	Sample	TOEFL	Independent	Writing	Question	TOEFL	Writing	Tips	for	AnsweringDont	be	afraid
to	make	things	up.	This	essay	is	all	about	creating	a	strong	argument	for	your	opinion	on	a	topic.	If	you	dont	really	care	about	the	topic	youre	supposed	to	write	about,	choose	whichever	side	you	can	write	a	stronger	essay	for,	and	act	like	thats	your	opinion.Make	your	opinion	clear	within	the	first	paragraph	of	your	essay.	There	should	be	no	doubt	as
to	how	you	feel	about	the	topic.Longer	isnt	always	better.	The	minimum	recommended	length	for	this	essay	is	300	words.	If	you	have	spare	timeand	points	you	still	want	to	make,	keep	writing,	but	dont	feel	like	your	essay	needs	to	be	600	words.	Aim	for	your	essay	to	be	at	least	300	words,	but	if	its	only,	say,	320	words,	its	still	possible	for	it	to	get	a
top	score	if	youve	written	it	well.	TOEFL	Writing	Study	StrategiesYou	should	absolutely	study	the	TOEFL	Writing	section	and	do	practice	essays	before	exam	day.	Below	are	some	tips	to	help	you	get	the	most	out	of	your	studying.	Study	Strategy	1:	Study	the	2Essay	TypesThe	two	essays	you	need	to	write	for	this	section	are	more	different	than	they
may	appear	at	first	glance,	and	its	important	to	be	aware	of	those	differences	to	understand	how	to	get	top	scores	for	both	essays.For	the	Integrated	essay,	you	should	not	give	your	own	opinion	on	the	topic,	and	youll	need	to	refer	to	specific	points	in	the	audio	and	written	passages	to	back	up	your	claims.For	the	Independent	essay,	you	will	have	to
give	your	own	opinion,	along	with	specifics	to	back	it	up.Completing	practice	essays	will	help	you	become	more	familiar	with	what	the	prompts	will	look	like	(see	next	section),	and	you	should	also	look	at	the	rubrics	TOEFL	graders	will	use	when	grading	your	essays	so	you	get	a	better	understanding	of	what	you	need	for	a	high	score.	Study	Strategy	2:
Take	TOEFL	Writing	Practice	EssaysAny	writing	you	do	in	English	can	help	strengthen	your	skills	and	help	you	do	better	on	TOEFL	Writing,	but	its	especially	important	to	take	practice	TOEFL	essays.	Completing	practice	essays	will	help	you	become	more	familiar	with	the	different	essay	prompts,	strengthen	your	writing	skills,	and	learn	how	to
manage	your	time	when	writing	essays.We	have	a	guide	to	all	the	best	TOEFL	Writing	practice	resources,	including	numerous	free	and	official	practice	essays.	Check	it	out	to	get	some	great	study	materials	for	the	Writing	section.	Study	Strategy	3:	Time	Yourself	When	Writing	Practice	EssaysWhen	youre	doing	practice	essays,	you	should	also	be	sure
to	time	yourself.	Give	yourself	20	minutes	to	plan	and	write	an	Integrated	Writing	essay	and	30	minutes	to	write	an	Independent	Writing	essay.Timing	yourself	when	you	write	will	help	you	be	more	prepared	for	test	day	since	youll	get	practice	planning	and	writing	essays	within	a	limited	time	frame.	When	you	first	start	writing	your	practice	essays,	it
can	be	easy	to	spend	too	much	time	preparing	which	will	cause	you	to	run	out	of	time	before	you	finish	writing.	Completing	timed	practice	essays	will	help	you	avoid	this.You	should	also	count	how	many	words	your	essays	contain	after	youve	finished	writing	them.	Integrated	Tasks	should	be	150-225	words	and	Independent	Tasks	should	be	at	least
300	words.	Study	Strategy	4:	Review	Your	TOEFL	Writing	Practice	EssaysAfter	you	write	each	practice	essay,	you	should	also	review	it	and	think	about	how	well	it	answered	the	question.	This	is	easier	to	do	if	the	practice	question	comes	with	sample	answers	that	you	can	compare	your	answer	to,	but	you	should	do	this	step	for	all	practice	essays	you
write,	even	if	they	dont	come	with	any	answer	explanation.You	can	also	assign	your	essays	a	score	or	have	a	tutor	or	friend	whos	also	studying	for	the	TOEFL	score	your	essay.Its	tempting	to	take	a	break	from	TOEFL	studying	as	soon	as	youve	finished	your	essays,	but	its	important	to	do	this	step	because	it	will	get	you	thinking	about	what	great
essays	look	like	and	how	yours	can	be	improved.	TOEFL	Writing	Tips	for	Acing	the	Section	on	Test	DayThe	last	step	in	acing	TOEFL	Writing	is	having	a	great	exam	day.	Follow	these	TOEFL	writing	tips	to	help	ensure	everything	goes	smoothly	while	youre	completing	the	Writing	section.	Test	Tip	1:	Take	a	Few	Minutes	to	Plan	Your	EssaysSince	you
only	have	a	limited	amount	of	time	to	complete	your	essays,	it	can	be	tempting	to	start	writing	the	second	your	time	starts.	You	want	to	avoid	doing	this,	however.Spending	just	a	few	minutes	planning	your	essay	can	help	keep	your	writing	focused	and	on	topic,	and	it	can	often	help	you	write	faster	because	you	know	what	youll	be	discussing
next.Spend	a	max	of	two	to	three	minutes	writing	a	basic	outline	for	your	essay.	It	should	include:Your	thesis	statement	(the	main	point	youre	making	and	will	discuss	throughout	the	essay)The	main	point	of	each	paragraph	youll	have	in	your	essayAny	specific	examples	you	can	quickly	think	of	(either	from	the	included	passages	or	your	own	opinion,
depending	on	the	essay)	to	back	up	your	claimBefore	you	begin	writing,	reread	the	essay	prompt	again	to	make	sure	your	outline	answers	the	question	well	(see	next	section	for	more	details).	Test	Tip	2:	Keep	Referring	Back	to	the	QuestionEven	if	you	craft	a	beautiful	essay	with	perfect	English,	you	wont	get	a	good	score	if	you	dont	answer	the
question	properly.It	can	be	easy	to	go	off	on	a	tangent	or	begin	to	discuss	something	other	than	what	the	question	is	asking.For	example,	the	Independent	Writing	sample	question	above	asks	you	to	explain	whether	its	more	important	for	teachers	to	relate	well	to	students	or	have	excellent	knowledge	of	the	subject	theyre	teaching.	In	your	essay,	you
might	include	an	example	of	a	great	teacher	you	had	and	spent	the	majority	of	the	essay	explaining	why	that	teacher	was	your	favorite.Even	if	your	writing	is	flawless,	you	wouldnt	get	a	good	score	because	youre	not	discussing	the	question	the	essay	prompt	is	asking.This	is	something	practice	and	making	an	outline	before	you	begin	writing	can	help
you	avoid,	so	be	sure	to	do	both,	and	remember	to	reread	the	prompt	as	you	write	your	essay	to	make	sure	youre	on	track.	Test	Tip	3:	Leave	Some	Time	to	Review	Your	EssaysAfter	youve	finished	writing	your	essay,	its	helpful	if	you	can	spend	a	little	bit	of	time	looking	it	over.Even	setting	aside	60	seconds	can	give	you	enough	time	for	you	skim	your
essay	and	catch	and	spelling	or	grammar	errors	or	any	sentences	that	arent	clear.	Fixing	these	little	mistakes	can	help	you	from	losing	points	when	your	essays	are	scored.Doing	practice	essays	will	help	you	get	better	at	managing	your	time	so	itll	become	easier	to	finish	your	essays	with	some	time	to	spare	for	reviewing.	Acing	TOEFL	Writing:	What
You	Need	to	KnowIn	order	to	do	well	on	the	TOEFL	Writing	section,	its	important	to	first	learn	exactly	what	types	of	essays	youll	be	expected	to	write,	what	they	should	include,	and	how	youll	be	graded	on	them.While	youre	studying	for	this	section,	be	sure	to	study	the	two	essay	types,	take	practice	essays,	time	yourself	when	writing	essays,	and
review	your	practice	essays.On	exam	day,	during	the	Writing	section	you	should	outline	your	essays	before	you	begin	writing,	refer	back	to	the	essay	prompts	regularly,	and	leave	yourself	a	bit	of	time	at	the	end	to	review	what	youve	written.Keep	these	TOEFL	Writing	tips	in	mind,	and	youll	be	well	on	your	way	to	writing	great	essays.	And	remember,
this	is	the	last	section	of	the	TOEFL.	Once	you	finish	the	Writing	section,	youre	done!	Whats	Next?Not	sure	what	TOEFL	score	you	should	be	aiming	for?Learn	what	a	good	TOEFL	score	is	based	on	the	schools	youre	interested	in.Want	more	tips	on	how	to	prepare	for	TOEFL	Writing	questions?	Check	out	our	guide	to	the	best	ways	to	practice	for
TOEFL	Writing!Once	youve	taken	the	TOEFL,	how	do	you	send	your	scores	to	schools?Learn	the	six	tips	you	need	to	know	for	sending	your	TOEFL	Scores.	TOEFL	Exam	2024:	Fees,	Syllabus,	Dates,	Registration	&	More	TOEFL	Reading	Section	2024:	Strategies	to	Improve	Your	Score	and	Practice	Questions	TOEFL	Reading	Questions	Types:	Samples,
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