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Age	of	consent	washington	state

In	the	United	States,	the	Age	of	Consent	is	the	legal	age	at	which	an	individual	is	considered	mature	enough	to	consent	to	sex.	Sexual	relations	with	someone	under	the	Age	of	Consent	are	considered	statutory	rape,	even	(in	some	jurisdictions),	if	both	partners	are	themselves	younger	than	the	Age	of	Consent.	Age	Of	Consent:	16	years	old	17	years	old
18	years	old	The	legal	age	of	consent	varies	from	16	to	18	years	old	from	state	to	state	across	the	United	States.	In	some	states,	a	"close	in	age	exemption"	exists	to	decriminalize	consensual	sex	between	two	individuals	who	are	both	under	the	age	of	consent.	Find	Age	of	Consent	laws	around	the	world	The	Washington	Legal	Age	of	Consent	for	sexual
contact	is	16	years	old.	There	are	a	total	of	31	states	have	set	their	age	of	consent	at	16,	the	lowest	age	of	consent	in	any	state.	In	Washington,	a	person	is	guilty	of	rape	of	a	child	in	the	third	degree	when	the	person	has	sexual	intercourse	with	another	who	is	at	least	fourteen	years	old	but	less	than	sixteen	years	old	and	not	married	to	the	perpetrator
and	the	perpetrator	is	at	least	forty-eight	months	older	than	the	victim.	Rape	of	a	child	in	the	third	degree	is	a	class	C	felony.	A	person	is	guilty	of	rape	of	a	child	in	the	second	degree	when	the	person	has	sexual	intercourse	with	another	who	is	at	least	twelve	years	old	but	less	than	fourteen	years	old	and	not	married	to	the	perpetrator	and	the
perpetrator	is	at	least	thirty-six	months	older	than	the	victim.	Rape	of	a	child	in	the	second	degree	is	a	class	A	felony.	Finally,	A	person	is	guilty	of	rape	of	a	child	in	the	first	degree	when	the	person	has	sexual	intercourse	with	another	who	is	less	than	twelve	years	old	and	not	married	to	the	perpetrator	and	the	perpetrator	is	at	least	twenty-four
months	older	than	the	victim.	Rape	of	a	child	in	the	first	degree	is	a	class	A	felony.	Washington	has	no	Close-In-Age	Exemption	There	are	no	set	close-in-age	exemptions	or	"Romeo	and	Juliet	laws"	to	Washington's	age	of	consent	law.	This	means	that	anyone	who	engages	in	sexual	activity	with	someone	under	the	age	of	consent	in	Washington	is	liable
for	prosecution,	including	people	only	a	few	years	older	then	their	sexual	partner	and	even	two	individuals	who	are	both	under	the	age	of	consent.	What	is	the	Age	of	Consent?	The	Age	of	Consent	is	the	age	at	which	a	person	is	deemed	by	Washington	law	to	be	capable	of	consenting	to,	and	engaging	in,	sexual	acts.	Anyone	who	engages	in	sexual
activity	of	any	type	with	a	partner	under	the	applicable	Age	of	Consent	is	breaking	the	law	and	can	be	charged	with	crimes	ranging	from	a	misdemeanor	to	a	felony	(statutory	rape)	depending	on	the	jurisdiction	in	which	they	are	prosecuted.	Washington's	specific	laws	on	the	Age	of	Consent	can	be	found	above.	What	happens	if	I	violate	the
Washington	Age	of	Consent?	If	you	engage	in	sexual	activity	with	a	minor	who	is	under	the	Washington	Age	of	Consent	of	18,	you	can	be	prosecuted	under	Washington	sexual	abuse	laws	and	charged	with	crimes	ranging	from	sexual	assault	or	statutory	rape	to	first	degree	rape,	regardless	of	whether	or	not	the	sexual	acts	were	consensual.	Depending
on	the	charges,	conviction	can	carry	penalties	ranging	from	one	to	fifty	years	in	prison	and	registration	as	a	sex	offender	.	Does	the	Washington	Age	of	Consent	apply	to	explicit	pictures	or	videos?	It	is	important	to	note	that	Washington's	Age	of	Consent	does	not	apply	to	"sexting",	or	transmission	of	explicit	photos	or	video.	Producing	or	receiving
explicit	photos	of	minors	(any	person	under	age	18)	is	illegal	in	Washington,	and	all	other	states,	under	child	pornography	laws.	Because	the	Washington	Age	of	Consent	is	16	years	old,	while	minors	between	the	ages	of	16	and	18	may	be	allowed	to	consent	to	sexual	intercourse,	sharing	of	explicit	images	-	even	with	someone	else	under	age	18	-	may
be	subject	to	criminal	prosecution.	Possession	of	explicit	images	of	an	underage	person	is	also	illegal	under	Federal	law,	and	while	minors	are	not	typically	prosecuted	for	possession,	adults	are	frequently	prosecuted	for	producing,	possessing,	receiving,	or	distributing	underage	pornography.	What	happens	if	I	travel	to	a	state	where	the	Age	of
Consent	is	lower?	In	most	states,	the	travel	or	transportation	of	a	minor	over	state	lines	with	the	intention	of	engaging	in	sexual	activity	is	in	itself	a	severe	misdemeanor	or	felony.	As	a	result,	it	is	generally	not	possible	to	evade	a	state's	age	of	consent	rules	by	travelling	to	a	different	state.	Map	of	Ages	of	Consent	by	State	Legend:	16	Years	Old			17
Years	Old			18	Years	Old	Need	more	information?	Find	data	on	the	age	of	consent	in	other	states.	Imagine	a	sunny	afternoon	in	Washington	State,	where	young	people	are	enjoying	the	beautiful	landscapes	and	vibrant	communities.	As	they	navigate	the	complexities	of	adolescence,	it	becomes	crucial	to	understand	the	laws	that	govern	their
relationships	and	protect	their	well-being.	One	such	law	that	plays	a	vital	role	in	ensuring	safety	and	consent	is	the	Age	of	Consent.	In	this	blog	post,	Eastcoastlaws.com	will	explore	the	Age	of	Consent	in	Washington	State,	its	legal	definition,	statutory	rape	laws,	exceptions,	penalties	for	violations,	and	the	role	of	consent	in	sexual	relationships.	Let’s
dive	into	this	important	topic	and	equip	ourselves	with	knowledge	that	will	help	us	build	healthier	and	more	respectful	connections.	The	Age	of	Consent,	as	defined	by	the	law,	is	the	age	at	which	an	individual	is	considered	capable	of	giving	informed	consent	to	engage	in	sexual	activity.	It	is	a	legal	threshold	established	to	protect	young	people	from
exploitation,	coercion,	and	abuse.	Consent,	in	the	context	of	the	Age	of	Consent,	means	that	both	parties	involved	in	a	sexual	act	willingly	and	voluntarily	agree	to	engage	in	that	activity.	Consent	must	be	given	freely,	without	any	form	of	intimidation,	manipulation,	or	pressure.	It	is	important	to	note	that	consent	can	be	withdrawn	at	any	time,	even
during	the	course	of	a	sexual	encounter.	It	is	the	responsibility	of	all	parties	involved	to	respect	and	honor	the	boundaries	set	by	each	individual.	The	Age	of	Consent	refers	to	the	minimum	age	at	which	an	individual	can	legally	engage	in	sexual	activity.	In	Washington	State,	the	age	of	consent	is	16	years	old.	It	is	essential	to	be	aware	of	this	age	to
ensure	that	any	sexual	relationships	involving	individuals	under	the	age	of	consent	are	lawful	and	consensual.	Washington	State	recognizes	that	individuals	under	the	age	of	consent	may	not	possess	the	emotional	maturity	or	legal	capacity	required	to	provide	informed	consent.	Therefore,	engaging	in	sexual	activities	with	someone	under	the	age	of
consent	can	lead	to	serious	legal	consequences.	Understanding	the	legal	framework	surrounding	the	Age	of	Consent	in	Washington	State	is	vital	to	protect	young	individuals	from	potential	harm	and	to	foster	a	culture	of	respect	and	consent.	In	Washington	State,	the	legal	age	of	consent	is	16	years	old.	This	means	that	any	individual	who	is	16	or	older
is	legally	able	to	consent	to	sexual	activity	with	another	individual	who	is	also	16	or	older.	However,	it	is	crucial	to	understand	that	even	if	both	parties	are	above	the	age	of	consent,	engaging	in	sexual	activities	without	the	voluntary	and	informed	consent	of	all	parties	involved	is	illegal	and	can	have	severe	consequences.	While	the	Age	of	Consent	in
Washington	State	is	16,	it	is	important	to	remember	that	other	laws	may	come	into	play,	such	as	laws	regarding	child	pornography,	sexual	exploitation,	and	abuse.	These	laws	provide	additional	protection	for	individuals	who	may	be	vulnerable	or	unable	to	provide	informed	consent	due	to	their	age	or	other	circumstances.	Statutory	rape	refers	to
engaging	in	sexual	activity	with	an	individual	who	is	under	the	age	of	consent,	regardless	of	whether	the	act	was	consensual	or	not.	In	Washington	State,	statutory	rape	laws	are	in	place	to	protect	individuals	under	the	age	of	consent	from	potential	harm	and	exploitation.	If	an	individual	engages	in	sexual	activity	with	a	person	under	the	age	of
consent,	they	can	be	charged	with	statutory	rape,	even	if	the	minor	involved	appeared	willing	and	gave	their	consent.	It	is	important	to	remember	that	statutory	rape	laws	are	in	place	to	protect	young	individuals	from	potential	harm	and	to	ensure	that	all	sexual	relationships	involving	minors	are	consensual	and	respectful.	While	the	Age	of	Consent	in
Washington	State	is	generally	16	years	old,	there	are	certain	exceptions	to	this	rule.	These	exceptions	recognize	that	certain	relationships	may	involve	individuals	who	are	close	in	age	and	engage	in	consensual	sexual	activity.	One	such	exception	is	known	as	the	“Romeo	and	Juliet”	law.	This	law	allows	for	consensual	sexual	activity	between	individuals
who	are	both	14	or	older,	as	long	as	the	age	difference	between	them	is	less	than	48	months.	These	exceptions	are	in	place	to	acknowledge	that	relationships	between	young	people	who	are	close	in	age	and	engage	in	consensual	sexual	activity	may	not	pose	the	same	risks	as	relationships	involving	an	older	individual	and	a	minor.	Violating	the	Age	of
Consent	laws	in	Washington	State	can	have	serious	legal	consequences.	The	penalties	for	engaging	in	sexual	activity	with	a	person	under	the	age	of	consent	can	range	from	fines	to	imprisonment,	depending	on	the	circumstances.	If	an	individual	is	convicted	of	statutory	rape,	they	may	face	felony	charges,	which	can	result	in	significant	jail	time,
mandatory	registration	as	a	sex	offender,	and	limitations	on	future	employment	and	housing	opportunities.	It	is	crucial	to	understand	that	the	legal	system	takes	the	Age	of	Consent	seriously	to	protect	young	individuals	from	potential	harm	and	exploitation.	It	is	the	responsibility	of	all	individuals	to	respect	and	adhere	to	these	laws.	In	any	sexual
relationship,	regardless	of	the	age	of	the	individuals	involved,	consent	plays	a	central	role.	Consent	ensures	that	all	parties	involved	are	comfortable,	willing,	and	able	to	engage	in	sexual	activity.	Obtaining	informed	consent	means	having	open	and	honest	communication	with	your	partner,	respecting	their	boundaries,	and	understanding	that	consent
can	be	withdrawn	at	any	time.	Consent	should	never	be	assumed	or	taken	for	granted.	It	must	be	explicitly	given	and	continually	reaffirmed	throughout	the	sexual	encounter.	Remember,	consent	is	an	ongoing	process,	and	all	parties	involved	have	the	right	to	say	no	or	change	their	mind	at	any	time.	Education	and	awareness	are	key	to	promoting
understanding	and	adherence	to	the	Age	of	Consent	laws.	To	better	understand	the	legalities	and	complexities	surrounding	the	Age	of	Consent	in	Washington	State,	individuals	can	access	various	resources.	Local	organizations,	such	as	sexual	health	clinics,	community	centers,	and	legal	aid	clinics,	often	provide	educational	materials	and	workshops
on	consent,	healthy	relationships,	and	the	legal	framework	surrounding	the	Age	of	Consent.	Additionally,	online	resources,	such	as	government	websites,	non-profit	organizations,	and	educational	institutions,	offer	comprehensive	information	on	the	Age	of	Consent,	statutory	rape	laws,	and	support	services	available.	As	we	conclude	our	exploration	of
the	Age	of	Consent	in	Washington	State,	we	hope	that	this	blog	post	has	shed	light	on	the	legal	framework	surrounding	sexual	relationships	involving	young	individuals.	Understanding	the	Age	of	Consent	and	the	importance	of	consent	itself	is	crucial	for	fostering	healthy,	respectful,	and	safe	connections.	By	being	aware	of	the	legal	age	of	consent,
respecting	boundaries,	and	obtaining	informed	consent,	we	can	help	create	an	environment	where	young	people	can	explore	their	sexuality	in	a	consensual	and	safe	manner.	Let	us	continue	to	prioritize	consent,	educate	ourselves,	and	advocate	for	the	well-being	of	all	individuals,	especially	those	who	may	be	vulnerable	or	unable	to	provide	informed
consent.	The	Ohio	Age	of	Consent	is	16	years	old.	In	the	United	States,	the	age	of	consent	is	the	minimum	age	at	which	an	individual	is	considered	legally	old	enough	to	consent	to	participation	in	sexual	activity.	Individuals	aged	15	or	younger	in	Ohio	are	not	legally	able	to	consent	to	sexual	activity,	and	such	activity	may	result	in	prosecution	for
statutory	rape.	Ohio	statutory	rape	law	is	violated	when	a	person	has	consensual	sexual	intercourse	with	an	individual	under	age	16	whom	they	are	not	married	to.	A	close	in	age	exemption	exists	allowing	minors	aged	13	and	older	to	consent	to	a	partner	under	age	18.	View	list	of	sexual	assault	laws	&	punishments	in	Ohio	The	age	of	consent	in	Ohio
is	based	on	the	following	statutes	from	the	Ohio	criminal	code:	Ohio	Age	Of	Consent	Law:	2907.04	Unlawful	sexual	conduct	with	minor.	(A)	No	person	who	is	eighteen	years	of	age	or	older	shall	engage	in	sexual	conduct	with	another,	who	is	not	the	spouse	of	the	offender,	when	the	offender	knows	the	other	person	is	thirteen	years	of	age	or	older	but
less	than	sixteen	years	of	age,	or	the	offender	is	reckless	in	that	regard.	2907.02	(A)	1.	No	person	shall	engage	in	sexual	conduct	with	another	who	is	not	the	spouse	of	the	offender	or	who	is	the	spouse	of	the	offender	but	is	living	separate	and	apart	from	the	offender	when	any	of	the	following	applies...	(b)	the	other	is	person	is	less	than	thirteen	years
of	age,	whether	or	not	the	offender	knows	the	age	of	the	other	person	Punishments	for	Violating	the	Age	Of	Consent	in	Ohio	Ohio	has	five	statutory	sexual	abuse	charges	on	the	books	which	are	used	to	prosecute	age	of	consent	and	child	abuse	related	crimes	within	the	state.	One	or	more	of	these	charges	may	be	used	to	prosecute	violations	of	the
Ohio	Age	of	Consent,	as	statutory	rape	or	the	Ohio	equivalent	of	that	charge.	The	severity	of	the	criminal	charge	(felony,	misdemeanor,	etc)	depends	on	the	specifics	of	the	acts	committed	and	the	relative	ages	of	the	perpetrator	and	victim.	Click	any	charge	for	more	detailed	information.	Criminal	Charge	Severity	Punishment	Gross	sexual	imposition
Felony	of	the	third	degree	1-5	years	in	prison	Rape	Felony	of	the	first	degree	If	victim	compelled	through	force,	threat,	or	controlled	substance,	not	less	than	5	years,	if	victim	under	10,	life	in	prison;	subsequent	offenses:	life	w/	or	w/o	parole	Sexual	battery	Felony	of	the	second	degree;	Felony	of	the	third	degree	2-8	years	in	prison;	1-5	years	in	prison
Sexual	imposition	Misdemeanor	of	the	third	degree	Up	to	60	days	in	prison	Unlawful	sexual	conduct	with	minor	Felony	of	the	fourth	degree;	Felony	of	the	second	degree;	Felony	of	the	third	degree;	Misdemeanor	of	the	first	degree	6-18	month	in	prison;	2-8	years	in	prison;	1-5	years	in	prison;	A	maximum	of	6	months	in	prison	Back	to	list	of	state	ages
of	consent	View	international	ages	of	consent	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must
give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No
additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The
license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	The	age	of	consent	for	the	person	in	this	world	is	the	age	at	which	a	person	is	considered	to	be	legally	competent	to	consent	to	sexual	acts	in	any	country	and	is	thus
the	minimum	age	of	a	person	with	whom	another	person	is	legally	permitted	to	engage	in	sexual	activity.	As	on	2025,	The	lowest	age	of	consent	in	the	world	is	12	years,	although	the	legal	Age	of	Consent	varies	from	Country	to	Country	and	is	from	12	to	21	years	old	around	the	world.	In	some	of	the	countries,	especially	in	Arab	region	there	is	no	legal
age	of	consent	but	all	sexual	relations	are	forbidden	outside	of	marriage.	The	laws	were	designed	to	prosecute	people	older	than	the	victims	rather	than	teenagers	close	in	age.	The	lowest	age	of	consent	is	9	years	for	Maldives	and	12	years	for	Angola,	Mexico,	Philippines,	South	Sudan	and	Sudan,	which	is	the	minimum	age	in	the	world.	The	youngest
age	of	consent	varies	from	the	ages	from	9	to	21,	but	the	most	common	consent	around	the	world	ranges	from	14	years	to	16	years.The	age	of	consent	in	the	United	States	varies	from	16	to	18.	Some	of	the	Asian	and	African	countries	require	individuals	to	be	married	before	they	can	legally	have	sex,	all	of	which	are	highly	conservative	on	issues	of
gender	and	sexuality.	Europe's	lowest	age	of	consent	is	14,	which	applies	in	countries	including	Austria,	Germany,	Serbia,	Italy	and	Portugal,	while	Some	of	the	European	countries	set	16	to	17	as	the	age	of	consent,	several	others,	including	Malta	and	Vatican	City,	require	to	be	at	least	18.	CountryRegionAge	Of	Consent	AfghanistanAsia16
AlbaniaEurope14	AlgeriaAfrica16	American	SamoaOceania16	AndorraEurope16	AngolaAfrica12	Antigua	and	BarbudaNorth	America16	ArgentinaSouth	America18	ArmeniaEurope16	ArubaNorth	America15	AustraliaOceania16	AustriaEurope14	AzerbaijanEurope16	BahamasNorth	America16	BahrainAsia21	BangladeshAsia14	BarbadosNorth
America16	BelarusEurope16	BelgiumEurope16	BelizeNorth	America16	BeninAfrica18	BhutanAsia18	BoliviaSouth	America14	Bosnia	and	HeregovinaEurope14	BotswanaAfrica16	BrazilSouth	America14	BruneiAsia16	BulgariaEurope14	Burkina	FasoAfrica13	BurundiAfrica18	CambodiaAsia15	CameroonAfrica16	CanadaNorth	America16	Cape
VerdeAfrica14	Caribbean	NetherlandsNorth	America16	Central	African	VerdeAfrica18	ChadAfrica14	ChileSouth	America18	ChinaAsia14	ColombiaSouth	America14	ComorosAfrica13	Cook	IslandsOceania16	Costa	RicaNorth	America15	CroatiaEurope15	CubaNorth	America16	CyprusEurope17	Czech	RepublicEurope15	Democratic	Republic	of	the
CongoAfrica14	DenmarkEurope15	DjiboutiAfrica18	DominicaNorth	America16	Dominican	RepublicNorth	America18	East	TimorAsia14	EcuadorSouth	America14	EgyptAfrica18	El	SalvadorNorth	America18	Equatorial	GuineaAfrica18	EritreaAfrica18	EstoniaEurope14	EthiopiaAfrica18	Federated	States	of	MicronesiaOceania14	FijiOceania16
FinlandEurope16	FranceEurope15	GabonAfrica18	GambiaAfrica18	GeorgiaEurope16	GermanyEurope14	GhanaAfrica16	GreeceEurope15	GrenadaNorth	America16	GuamOceania16	GuatemalaNorth	America18	GuineaAfrica15	Guinea	BissauAfrica16	HaitiNorth	America18	HondurasNorth	America15	HungaryEurope14	IcelandEurope15	IndiaAsia18
IndonesiaAsia16	IranAsiaMust	be	married	IraqAsia18	IrelandEurope17	IsraelAsia16	ItalyEurope14	Ivory	CoastAfrica18	JamaicaNorth	America16	JapanAsia13	JordanAsia16	KazakhstanEurope16	KenyaAfrica18	KiribatiOceania15	KuwaitAsia15	KyrgyzstanAsia16	LaosAsia15	LatviaEurope16	LebanonAsia18	LesothoAfrica16	LiberiaAfrica18
LibyaAfrica16	LiechtensteinEurope14	LithuaniaEurope16	LuxembourgEurope16	MacedoniaEurope14	MadagascarAfrica14	MalawiAfrica14	MalaysiaAsia16	MaldivesAsia9	MaliAfrica18	MaltaEurope18	Marshall	IslandsOceania16	MauritaniaAfrica16	MauritiusAfrica14	MexicoNorth	America12	MoldovaEurope16	MonacoEurope15	MongoliaAsia16
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YemenAsiaMust	be	married	ZambiaAfrica16	ZimbabweAfrica16	Age	of	consent	around	the	world	The	legal	age	of	consent	in	Asia	for	sexual	activity	varies	by	jurisdiction,	ranging	from	age	9	in	Yemen	to	age	21	in	Hong	Kong.	The	age	of	consent	in	Europe	vary	by	jurisdiction,	They	are	currently	set	between	the	ages	of	14	and	18.	The	vast	majority	of
countries	set	their	ages	in	the	range	of	14	to	16,	and	only	other	three	countries,	Cyprus	(17),	Ireland	(17),	Turkey	(18)	has	their	own	pattern.	The	legal	age	of	consent	in	Africa	for	sexual	activity	varies	from	12	to	21,	ranging	from	age	12	in	Sudan	to	age	21	in	Cameroon	and	Niger.	The	legal	age	of	consent	in	North	America	relating	to	sexual	activity
varies	by	jurisdiction.	Each	U.S.	state	has	set	its	age	of	consent	at	either	age	16,	age	17,	or	age	18.	The	age	of	consent	in	Canada	is	16.	The	age	of	consent	in	South	America	varies	by	jurisdiction,	codified	in	laws	which	may	also	stipulate	the	specific	activities	that	are	permitted	or	the	gender	of	participants	for	different	ages.	Across	South	America	it
varies	from	14	to	18.	Lowest	age	of	consent	The	lowest	age	of	consent	in	the	world	is	9	years	for	Maldives	and	12	years	for	Angola,	Mexico,	South	Sudan,	Philippines	and	Sudan,	which	is	the	minimum	age	of	consent	in	the	world.	The	age	of	consent	in	Africa	varies	from	11	to	18	years	old	and	the	lowest	age	of	consent	in	europe	is	14,	applies	in
countries	including	Germany,	Austria,	Italy,	Serbia	and	Portugal,	while	other	some	of	the	european	countries	set	age	from	16	to	17	as	the	age	of	consent,	several	others,	including	Malta	and	Vatican	City,	require	age	of	consent	to	be	at	least	18.	The	age	of	consent	in	North	America	varies	by	jurisdiction,	with	the	lowest	being	16	and	the	highest	being
18	years	old.	It	is	worth	noting	the	North	American	countries	that	in	both	United	States	and	Canada,	engaging	in	sexual	activity	with	a	minor	below	the	age	of	consent	is	considered	statutory	rape	and	is	punishable	by	law.	The	age	of	consent	in	South	America	varies	by	country	with	the	lowest	age	of	consent	being	13	and	the	highest	being	18	years
old.	Age	of	Consent	in	United	States	The	age	of	consent	in	the	United	States	varies	from	16	to	18	years	old	depending	on	the	state.	In	some	jurisdictions,	Sexual	activity	between	all-underaged	participants	can	also	be	regarded	as	statutory	rape.	Out	of	fifty	States,	Thirty-one	states	set	the	age	of	consent	as	16,	eight	set	it	as	17,	and	eleven	set	it	as	18
as	age	of	consent.	Even	eligibility	of	playing	lottery	in	US	is	18	years.	Age	of	Consent	in	Canada	According	to	the	The	Tackling	Violent	Crime	Act	took	effect	on	1	May	2008,	raising	the	age	of	consent	in	Canada	from	14	to	16.	The	close-in-age	exemptions	are	depending	on	the	age,	A	youth	of	twelve	or	thirteen	can	consent	to	sexual	activity	with	a
person	less	than	two	years	older	or	a	fourteen	or	fifteen	year	old	can	consent	to	sexual	activity	with	a	partner	who	is	less	than	five	years	older.	Age	of	Consent	in	FranceThe	age	of	consent	in	France	is	15,	as	specified	by	Article	227-25	of	the	Penal	Code.	The	act	of	sexual	assault	on	a	minor	under	the	age	of	fifteen	for	an	adult	is	punishable	by	seven
years	imprisonment	and	a	fine	of	100,000.	Age	of	Consent	in	JapanAccording	to	the	Penal	Code	of	Japan	in	1907,	The	age	of	consent	in	Japan	sets	a	national	age	of	13.	As	per	the	general	law	of	1907,	Any	sexual	activity	with	a	person	under	13	is	considered	to	be	statutory	rape	and	can	result	in	a	prison	sentence	of	up	to	20	years.	But	the	age	of
consent	in	Japan	varies	significantly	across	the	country.	There	are	three	set	of	laws	like	Juvenile	Obscene	Acts,	Civil	laws	and	the	penal	code.	Each	of	these	sets	out	different	guidelines	as	to	when	sexual	activity	is	acceptable.	Its	illegal	to	marry	a	person	below	20	years	without	parental	permission	in	the	written	format.	Youth	protection	law	states	it	is
illegal	for	a	adult	to	have	sex	who	is	under	17	years	old.	Age	of	Consent	in	MexicoAccording	to	the	federal	law,	The	minimum	age	of	consent	in	Mexico	is	12	to	15	as	per	the	state	laws,	while	the	age	at	which	there	are	no	restrictions	for	consensual	sexual	activities	is	16	to	18	depends	on	the	state	laws,	which	says	sex	with	someone	12	to	18	is	not
illegal	but	local	state	laws	may	override	the	federal	law.	Mexico	States	with	minimum	age	of	consent	of	12	years	is	Aguascalientes,	Baja	California	Sur,	Guerrero,	Mexico	City,	Michoacán,	Morelos,	Sinaloa,	Sonora,	Tamaulipas,	and	Zacatecas,	and	Nuevo	León	age	of	consent	is	13	years,	States	with	minimum	age	of	consent	of	14	years	is	Baja	California,
Campeche,	Chiapas,	Chihuahua,	Colima,	Durango,	Guanajuato,	Querétaro,	Quintana	Roo,	San	Luis	Potosí	and	Tlaxcala.	Mexico	States	with	minimum	age	of	consent	of	15	years	are	Coahuila,	Hidalgo,	México	and	Yucatán.	Age	of	Consent	in	GermanyThe	age	of	consent	in	Germany	is	14,	as	long	as	a	person	over	the	age	of	21	does	not	exploit	a	14	to	15
year	old	person	due	to	lack	of	capacity	for	sexual	self	determination.	Its	offense	young	people	to	have	sex	with	children	younger	than	14,	but	if	two	children	engage	in	sexual	acts	with	each	other,	they	will	not	be	punished	since	they	have	not	reached	the	age	of	criminal	responsibility	in	Germany.	So	the	young	people	aged	14	and	15	are	allowed	to
have	sex	with	each	other	if	they	are	consent	to	each	other.	Adults	aged	21	and	over	are	not	allowed	to	exploit	young	people	under	the	age	of	16,	and	18	or	over	are	to	be	considered	adults	in	Germany,	can	therefore	have	sex	with	other	adults	if	both	people	consent.	Age	of	Consent	in	South	KoreaThe	age	of	consent	in	South	Korea,	sexual	activity	with
a	person	under	the	age	of	16	in	international	age,	not	Korean	age,	is	considered	statutory	rape,	unless	the	other	party	is	under	19.	South	Korea	has	set	one	of	the	oldest	ages	of	consent	in	the	world.	Previously,	the	age	of	consent	in	South	Korea	was	13,	one	of	the	lowest	in	the	world.	South	Korea	has	a	traditional	system	of	counting	the	age	who
considers	every	person	1	year	old	at	birth	and	adds	another	year	when	the	calendar	hits	1st	January,	meaning	a	child	born	on	31st	December	turns	2	the	next	day.	Age	of	Consent	in	ThailandThe	age	of	consent	in	Thailand	is	15	regardless	of	gender	or	sexual	orientation,	as	specified	by	article	279	of	the	Thai	Criminal	Code.	By	Code	Amendment	Act	of
1997,	committing	an	indecent	act	with	anyone	under	18	even	with	the	consent	of	that	person,	also	disallow	any	sexual	contact	with	prostitutes	under	the	age	of	18,	are	widely	interpreted	by	some	local	authorities	to	cover	sexual	acts	classed	as	obscenity	for	personal	gratification.	Under	Thailand	section	277,	Whoever,	has	sexual	intercourse	with	a	girl
not	yet	over	fifteen	years	of	age	and	not	being	his	own	wife,	whether	such	girl	shall	consent	or	not,	shall	be	punished	with	imprisonment	of	at	least	four	to	twenty	years	and	fined	up	to	eight	thousand	to	forty	thousand	Baht.	A	marriage	can	only	take	place	when	the	man	and	the	woman	have	completed	their	seventeenth	year	of	age.	A	child	under	ten
years	of	age	shall	not	be	punished	for	committing	what	is	provided	by	the	law	to	be	an	offence.	Age	of	Consent	in	RussiaThe	age	of	consent	in	Russia	is	16,	it	was	changed	several	times	in	Russian	history,	where	in	1998	it	was	lowered	to	14	years	and	in	2003	it	was	returned	again	to	16	years.	For	the	sexual	crimes,	only	a	person	over	18	can	be
charged	and	the	punishment	is	upto	4	years	of	prison.	Age	of	Consent	in	IndiaThe	age	of	consent	in	India	for	sex	is	18	under	the	Criminal	Law	(Amendment)	Act,	2013.	Person	under	18	cannot	legally	consent	to	sexual	activity,	that	could	lead	in	prosecution	for	statutory	rape.	There	are	many	cases	who	marry	below	18	years	in	india	outside	the
registered	offices,	it	is	considered	as	illegal	and	they	need	till	they	reach	18	years	of	age.	Below	18	is	considered	as	minor	in	India.	Most	of	the	marriages	in	today	India	happens	after	attaining	21	years	of	age.	Age	of	Consent	in	ItalyThe	age	of	consent	in	Italy	is	14	years,	Italy	constitution	allows	a	close	age	exception	those	aged	13	to	engage	in	sexual
activity	with	partners	who	are	under	the	age	of	18,	provided	that	the	age	gap	between	them	is	less	than	4	years.	Also	it	is	illegal	to	perform	sexual	acts	in	the	presence	of	a	minor	aged	less	than	14.	In	Italy	if	the	involved	is	under	the	age	of	11,	the	crime	can	be	punished	without	a	complaint.	Age	of	Consent	in	United	KingdomUK	national	age	of
consent	set	as	16.	The	United	Kingdom	consists	of	the	jurisdictions	of	England,	Wales,	Scotland	and	Northern	Ireland.	United	Kingdom	do	not	have	stricter	restrictions,	but	persons	under	the	age	of	consent	for	engaging	in	sexual	activity	will	be	prosecuted.	Age	of	Consent	in	SwedenThe	age	of	consent	in	Sweden	is	15,	as	specified	by	the	Swedish
Penal	Code,	Chapter	6	On	Sexual	Crimes.	The	Swedish	age	of	consent	also	applies	if	any	act	takes	place	outside	Sweden	but	the	elder	person	later	visits	Sweden,	The	elder	person	doesn't	have	to	be	a	Swedish	resident	or	citizen,	even	on	a	temporary	visit.	This	code	applicable	regardless	of	the	age	of	consent	in	the	country	or	place.	A	person	who	has
sexual	intercourse	with	a	child	under	fifteen	years	of	age	or	a	child	carries	out	another	sexual	act,	It	is	comparable	to	sexual	intercourse,	and	shall	be	sentenced	for	rape	of	a	child	to	imprisonment	for	a	minimum	two	to	six	years.	Age	of	Consent	in	PhilippinesThe	legal	age	of	consent	in	Philippines	is	12,	Sexual	intercourse	with	a	person	under	the	age
of	12	is	defined	as	rape,	under	Chapter	3,	Article	266	of	the	Anti-Rape	Law	of	1997.	Age	of	Consent	in	AustraliaAustralia	is	a	federation	of	States	and	Territories,	with	each	State	and	Territory	having	the	primary	jurisdiction	over	age	of	consent,	South	Australia	and	Tasmania	State	has	17	as	minimum	age	of	consent	and	all	other	states	set	as	16.	Age	of
Consent	in	AustriaThe	age	of	consent	in	Austria	is	14,	as	specified	by	Section	206	of	the	penal	code.	Age	of	Consent	in	SpainThe	age	of	consent	in	Spain	is	16,	under	a	new	law	which	came	into	effect	on	1	July	2015.	According	to	Article	183,	The	age	of	consent	in	Spain	by	2025,	Whoever	performs	sexual	acts	with	a	minor	or	under	sixteen	years	of	age,
shall	be	punished	for	sexual	abuse	of	a	minor	with	imprisonment	of	two	to	six	years.Netherlands:	The	age	of	consent	in	the	Netherlands	is	16,	as	specified	by	the	Dutch	Criminal	Code.	According	to	Criminal	Code,	Article	245,	A	person	who	is	out	of	wedlock	and	if	he	or	she	engages	with	a	person	who	has	reached	the	age	of	twelve	but	has	not	reached
sixteen	years,	if	they	performs	indecent	acts	comprising	sexual	penetration	of	the	body,	they	are	liable	to	a	term	of	imprisonment	of	not	more	than	eight	years	or	a	fine	according	to	the	category.	Ireland:	The	age	of	consent	in	the	Republic	of	Ireland	is	17	Age	of	Consent	in	ChinaThe	age	of	consent	in	China	for	sexual	activity	is	14	years,	regardless	of
gender	or	sexual	orientation.	Nigeria:	Age	of	consent	in	Nigeria	is	18	years,	According	to	Section	31	(3)	(a)	of	the	Child's	Rights	Act	2003	states	that,	Where	a	person	is	charged	with	an	offence	(of	unlawful	sexual	relations	with	a	child)	under	this	section	(31	of	the	same	act),	it	is	immaterial	that	the	offender	believed	the	person	to	be	of	or	above	the
age	of	eighteen	years.	Denmark:	The	age	of	consent	in	the	Kingdom	of	Denmark	is	15	years	as	specified	by	Section	222,	Whoever	has	sexual	intercourse	with	a	child	under	the	age	of	15,	shall	be	punished	by	imprisonment	for	up	to	8	years.	According	to	section	223,	Any	person	who	has	sexual	intercourse	with	any	child	under	18,	who	is	said	person's
adopted	child,	stepchild	or	foster	child,	or	who	is	entrusted	to	said	person	for	education	or	upbringing,	they	will	be	liable	to	imprisonment	for	any	term	not	exceeding	four	years.Belgium:	The	age	of	consent	in	Belgium	is	16,	as	specified	by	Article	372	of	the	Criminal	Code.	Bulgaria:	The	age	of	consent	in	Bulgaria	is	14,	as	specified	by	Articles	149	and
151.	Czech	Republic:	The	age	of	sexual	consent	in	the	Czech	Republic	is	15.	Greece:	As	specified	by	Article	339,	as	well	as	Articles	337,	348B	of	the	Greek	Penal	Code,	The	age	of	consent	in	Greece	is	15.	Romania:	The	age	of	consent	in	Romania	is	16,	according	to	the	Romanian	Criminal	Code.	Norway:	The	age	of	consent	in	Norway	is	16,	as	specified
by	the	2005	Penal	Code.	Georgia:	The	age	of	consent	in	Georgia	is	16	as	per	the	Georgian	Penal	Code.	Hungary:	The	age	of	consent	in	Hungary	is	14.	A	close-in-age	exemption	allows	sexual	acts	from	age	12	if	the	older	party	is	under	18.	Croatia:	The	age	of	consent	in	Croatia	for	all	sexual	conduct	under	the	Criminal	Code	and	regulated	by	Article	158
as	on	January	2013	is	15.	Peru:	According	to	the	Constitutional	Court	of	Peru	the	age	of	consent	was	fixed	at	14,	regardless	of	gender	or	sexual	orientation.	Jamaica:	The	age	of	consent	in	Jamaica	is	16.	According	to	Article	50,	Above	twelve	and	under	sixteen	are	Offenses	against	the	person.	Iceland:	The	age	of	consent	in	Iceland	is	15,	as	specified	by
Section	202	of	the	Icelandic	Penal	Code.	Poland:	The	age	of	consent	in	Poland	is	15,	as	specified	by	the	Polish	Penal	Code,	Article	200.	Switzerland:	The	age	of	consent	in	Switzerland	is	16,	as	specified	by	the	Swiss	Federal	Criminal	Code,	Article	187.	Hong	Kong:	The	age	of	consent	in	Hong	Kong	for	sexual	activity	is	16	regardless	of	gender	or	sexual
orientation.	However,	the	age	of	consent	for	a	female	receiving	anal	sex	is	21.	Brazil:	The	age	of	consent	in	Brazil	is	14,	regardless	of	gender	or	sexual	orientation,	there	is	judicial	precedent	allowing	a	close-in-age	exception	for	those	aged	between	12	to	13	to	engage	in	sexual	activity	with	partners	who	are	as	much	as	5	years	older.	Venezuela:	Sexual
acts	with	children	are	punished	under	Art.	375,	379	of	the	penal	code.	The	age	of	consent	in	Venezuela	is	16,	regardless	of	gender	or	sexual	orientation.	Finland:	The	age	of	consent	in	Finland	is	16,	as	specified	by	Section	6.	A	person	who	has	sexual	intercourse	with	a	child	younger	to	sixteen	years	of	age	shall	be	sentenced	for	sexual	abuse	of	a	child
to	imprisonment	for	up	to	four	years.	Argentina:	The	age	of	Consent	in	Argentina	is	18,	Sexual	acts	with	children	younger	than	13	are	illegal	and	Sexual	relations	with	teens	13	to	18	are	addressed	by	several	laws.	Israel:	The	age	of	consent	in	Israel	is	16	regardless	of	gender	or	sexual	orientation	according	to	the	Israeli	Penal	Code	of	1977.	New
Zealand:	The	age	of	consent	in	New	Zealand	is	16,	It	is	an	offense	in	New	Zealand	to	have	a	sexual	connection	with	a	person	under	the	age	of	16.	The	Arkansas	Age	of	Consent	is	16	years	old.	In	the	United	States,	the	age	of	consent	is	the	minimum	age	at	which	an	individual	is	considered	legally	old	enough	to	consent	to	participation	in	sexual	activity.
Individuals	aged	15	or	younger	in	Arkansas	are	not	legally	able	to	consent	to	sexual	activity,	and	such	activity	may	result	in	prosecution	for	statutory	rape.	Arkansas	statutory	rape	law	is	violated	when	a	person	has	consensual	sexual	intercourse	with	an	individual	under	age	16.	If	the	offender	is	under	age	18,	the	younger	party	must	not	be	under	14
years	of	age(a	defense	exists	if	the	younger	party	is	at	no	more	than	4	years	younger	than	the	offender,	or	no	more	than	3	years	younger	if	the	victim	is	under	12).	View	list	of	sexual	assault	laws	&	punishments	in	Arkansas	The	age	of	consent	in	Arkansas	is	based	on	the	following	statutes	from	the	Arkansas	criminal	code:	Arkansas	Age	Of	Consent
Law:	5-14-127.	A	person	commits	sexual	assault	in	the	fourth	degree	if	the	person:	(a)	(1)	Being	twenty	(20)	years	of	age	or	older,	engages	in	sexual	intercourse	or	deviate	sexual	activity	with	another	person	who	is:	(A)	Less	than	sixteen	(16)	years	of	age;	and	(B)	Not	the	person's	spouse;	or	(2)	Engages	in	sexual	intercourse	with	another	person	who	is:
(A)	Less	than	sixteen	(16)	years	of	age;	and	(B)	Not	the	person's	spouse.	(b)	(1)	Sexual	assault	in	the	fourth	degree	under	subdivision	(a)(1)	of	this	section	is	a	Class	D	felony.	(2)	Sexual	assault	in	the	fourth	degree	under	subdivision	(a)(2)	of	this	section	is	a	Class	A	misdemeanor	if	the	person	engages	only	in	sexual	intercourse	with	another	person	as
described	in	subdivision	(a)(2)	of	this	section.	Punishments	for	Violating	the	Age	Of	Consent	in	Arkansas	Arkansas	has	nine	statutory	sexual	abuse	charges	on	the	books	which	are	used	to	prosecute	age	of	consent	and	child	abuse	related	crimes	within	the	state.	One	or	more	of	these	charges	may	be	used	to	prosecute	violations	of	the	Arkansas	Age	of
Consent,	as	statutory	rape	or	the	Arkansas	equivalent	of	that	charge.	The	severity	of	the	criminal	charge	(felony,	misdemeanor,	etc)	depends	on	the	specifics	of	the	acts	committed	and	the	relative	ages	of	the	perpetrator	and	victim.	Click	any	charge	for	more	detailed	information.	Criminal	Charge	Severity	Punishment	Promoting	child	sexual
performance	Class	B	felony	5-20	years;	up	to	$15,000	fine	Employing	children:	sexual	performances	Class	B	felony;	Class	C	felony	5-20	years;	up	to	$15,000	fine;	3-10	years;	up	to	$10,000	fine	Engaging	children	in	sexually	explicit	conduct	for	use	in	visual	or	print	medium	Class	A	felony;	Class	B	felony	6-30	years;	up	to	$15,000	fine;	5-20	years;	up	to
$15,000	fine	Indecent	exposure	Class	A	misdemeanor;	Class	D	felony	Not	more	than	1	year;	up	to	$1,000	fine;	Maximum	of	6	years	in	prison	and	a	fine	of	up	to	$10,000.	Internet	stalking	of	a	child	Class	A	felony;	Class	B	felony	6-30	years;	up	to	$15,000	fine;	5-20	years;	up	to	$15,000	fine	Sexual	assault-	fourth	degree	Class	A	misdemeanor;	Class	D
felony	Not	more	than	1	year;	up	to	$1,000	fine;	Maximum	of	6	years	in	prison	and	a	fine	of	up	to	$10,000.	Sexual	assault-	second	degree	Class	D	felony	Maximum	of	6	years	in	prison	and	a	fine	of	up	to	$10,000.	Sexual	indecency	with	a	child	Class	D	felony	Maximum	of	6	years	in	prison	and	a	fine	of	up	to	$10,000.	Transportation	of	minors	for
prohibited	sexual	conduct	Class	A	felony	6-30	years;	up	to	$15,000	fine	Back	to	list	of	state	ages	of	consent	View	international	ages	of	consent
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