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She	was	sure	her	new	friends	were	listening.”	Copyright	Akiko	Miyakoshi,	2015,	courtesy	of	Kids	Can	Press.	Personalized	mugs	also	make	fantastic	presents	for	friends	and	family.	“‘My	dear,	did	you	come	all	this	way	on	your	own?’	asked	Grandma,	stepping	inside.”	Kikko	could	not	see	the	animals	anywhere.	Some	issues	include	wages,	medical	care,
and	education	for	women	tea	workers.	“Has	it	always	been	here?	How	the	other	half	live,	eh!	Finally,	today,	here	is	alarming	news	from	Pinsent	Masons	–	”	Workers	name	their	price	for	Company	secrets	”	–	which	I	guess	is	an	increased	problem	in	the	present	economic	downturn.	The	long	table	they	crowd	around	is	laden	with	pies,	bowls	of	fruit,
vases	of	flowers,	and	of	course	teapots	and	teacups.	She	told	then	her	name	and	why	she	was	in	the	forest.	Taking	Kikko’s	hand,	the	lamb	led	her	into	the	house.	They	welcome	the	bewildered	and	timorous	Kikko,	take	her	coat,	serve	her	tea,	and	make	her	the	occasion’s	special	guest.	But—he	wasn’t	her	father	at	all!”	He	was	a	bear!	Copyright	Akiko
Miyakoshi,	2015,	courtesy	of	Kids	Can	Press.	“Slice	by	slice	they	assembled	a	new	pie	on	a	pretty	plate.	The	straightforward	narrative	offers	just	the	right	amount	of	familiarity	for	young	readers	to	allow	them	to	be	fully	charmed	by	the	magical	elements	that	provide	surprise	and	suspense.	Ages	3	–	7	Kids	Can	Press,	2015	|	ISBN	978-177138107
Discover	more	about	Akiko	Miyakoshi	and	a	portfolio	of	her	work	on	her	website!	International	Tea	Day	Activity	Decorate	Your	Own	Mug	It’s	fun	to	drink	tea	(or	hot	chocolate—shhh!)	from	a	mug	you’ve	designed	yourself.	This	presents	us	with	quite	a	challenge,	especially	in	the	belt	tightening	environment	that	now	prevails,	given	our	ambition	to
drive	up	membership,	and	it	suggests	we	must	prioritise	development	and	implementation	of	our	corporate	membership	scheme.	A	lady-lamb	in	a	pea	coat,	carrying	a	purse,	asks	in	a	kind	voice	whether	Kikko	is	there	for	the	tea	party	too,	then	gently	takes	the	girl’s	hand	and	leads	her	into	the	house.	The	animals	said	they	would	come	too.	When	Kikko
saw	all	of	the	animals	gathered	there,	she	couldn’t	believe	it.	“‘You’re	never	alone	in	the	woods,’”	Kikko	answered,	smiling.	A	little	lamb	approaching	the	house	found	Kikko	looking	through	the	window	and	asked	if	she	were	there	for	the	tea	party.	The	woods	rang	with	music,	talking,	laughing,	and	singing	as	the	group	“paraded	to	Grandma’s	house.”
When	they	reached	Grandma’s	house,	the	animals	encouraged	Kikko	to	go	to	the	door.	To	be	human	is	to	sometimes	slip,	then	wish	for	a	way	to	undo	our	mishaps	and	magically	fix	our	mistakes.	The	meeting	was	overwhelmingly	in	favour	of	maintaining	“Socitm”	as	the	master	brand,	but	with	a	slight	change	of	emphasis	–	the	“Society	of	Information
and	Technology	Management”.	Devastated,	she	picks	up	the	box	and	runs	after	her	father,	following	him	to	a	strange	big	house	she	hadn’t	noticed	before.	They	will	also	find	comfort	in	realizing	that	even	when	travels	become	hard,	they	can	still	discover	wondrous	things	and	that	friends	and	help	are	always	available	–	sometimes	where	they	least
expect	it.	At	first	Kikko	offers	the	only	color	on	the	pages	with	her	red	cap	and	skirt	and	yellow	hair.	There	was	a	view	that	most	public	sector	employees	are	reluctant	to	pay	their	own	Socitm	membership	fees	because	they	know	that	their	employers	pay	their	managers’	(true,	I	believe,	in	most	cases)	and,	not	unreasonably,	expect	the	same	treatment,
even	‘though	they	are	happy	to	pay	membership	fees	to	other	organisations,	such	as	the	BCS.	Little	ones	will	be	entranced	by	the	warm	welcome	Kikko	receives	at	the	splendid	and	well-attended	tea	party.	Copyright	Akiko	Miyakoshi,	2015,	courtesy	of	Kids	Can	Press.	Kikko	wondered.	Of	course,	winter	is	a	perfect	time	to	enjoy	steaming	cups	of	tea	–
maybe	with	a	cookie	or	two!	By	Akiko	Miyakoshi	Because	snow	had	fallen	overnight	Kikko’s	father	was	off	to	her	grandmother’s	house	to	shovel	the	walk.	I	have	to	confess	to	some	frustration	at	the	number	of	times	colleagues	declared	themselves	uninformed	(or	words	to	that	effect)	about	issues	under	discussion	–	as	we	have	striven	to	keep	all	our
membership	up	to	speed	with	Society	developments	(as	in	this	Blog,	for	example).	The	“meat”	of	the	meeting	was	in	discussing	papers,	presented	by	Adrian,	positing	a	number	of	questions	on	membership	structure.	“‘We’re	about	to	serve	the	tea,’	said	the	rabbit.	As	Kikko	struggles	to	make	sense	of	the	strangeness	unfolding	before	her,	another
reality-warping	creature	approaches	her.	At	the	story’s	heart	is	a	gentle	taunt	at	the	line	between	what	is	real	and	what	is	imagined	—	a	line	we	cross	daily	in	ways	minute	and	monumental	by	virtue	of	continually	constructing	the	thing	we	call	reality.	I	was	reminded	of	what	I	had	wanted	to	raise	at	the	last	meeting,	but	forgot	–	that,	given	the
pressures	on	members’	time,	we	aspire	to	ensure	they	are	supported	by	paid	Socitm	officers,	when	representing	the	Society	in	meetings,	who	ensure	that	agreed	actions	are	taken-forward.	Later,	however,	when	the	animals	suggest	sharing	their	pie,	the	plate	dazzles	with	mouthwatering	brilliance,	and	hints	of	red	and	yellow	brighten	the	next	page.
She	couldn’t	remember	having	seen	it	before.”	Kikko	crept	to	the	window	and	peered	inside,	just	as	her	father	took	off	his	hat	and	coat.	Inside,	Kikko	finds	herself	amid	an	astonishing	world	—	a	coterie	of	animals,	seated	around	a	giant	table	in	anticipation	of	some	mysterious	festivity.	Supplies	Plain	ceramic	mug	Bakeable	markers	or	paint	Directions
Design	and	color	your	mug	Follow	directions	on	the	markers	or	paint	to	properly	bake	on	your	decoration	and	make	it	permanent.	But	as	Kikko	goes	on	to	her	Grandma’s	house	alone,	the	color	fades	from	the	animals,	highlighting	her	achievement.	But	as	she	breaks	into	a	run	to	catch	up,	Kikko	trips	into	the	deep	snow	and	falls,	crushing	the	pie	box.
‘You’re	just	in	time.’”	After	the	animals	seated	themselves	around	a	long	table,	a	doe	stood,	thanked	everyone	for	coming,	and	asked	Kikko	to	introduce	herself.	There	was	agreement,	also,	on	proposals	for	moving	towards	a	“Socitm	Group”	type	of	structure	with	divisions	focussed	on	different	membership	interests,	such	as	Web	Management	or
Information	Assurance.	Upon	seeing	him	go	inside,	she	sneaks	up	to	the	window	and	peeks	in.	Still,	she	picked	up	the	box	and	hurried	on.	Each	piece	had	a	different	filling	of	seeds	and	nuts	and	fruit	and	other	delicious	things	gathered	from	the	woods.”	They	found	a	new	box,	placed	the	plate	inside,	and	tied	it	with	a	red	ribbon.	And	then	reality	slips
into	the	surreal	—	the	coated	figure	turns	out	to	have	been	not	her	father	but	“a	great	big	bear,”	now	taking	off	his	hat	to	greet	an	elegant	doe	in	a	white	gown.	Japanese	children’s	book	author	and	artist	Akiko	Miyakoshi	explores	this	profoundly	human	impulse	with	uncommon	subtlety	and	tenderness	in	The	Tea	Party	in	the	Woods	(public	library)	—	a
quietly	whimsical	modernist	fairy	tale	with	the	imaginative	other-worldliness	of	Alice	in	Wonderland,	but	without	Carroll’s	flamboyant	farcicality;	with	the	red-capped	woods-wandering	heroine	of	Little	Red	Riding	Hood,	but	without	the	Grimms’	goriness.	She	watched	as	her	father	entered	a	strange	house.	“‘I	can	still	catch	up	to	him,’”	said	Kikko.	The
animals	thought	she	was	very	brave,	and	Kikko	began	to	feel	braver	herself.	And	then,	slice	by	slice,	they	assemble	a	new	pie	onto	her	plate,	each	made	with	different	berries	and	nuts	gathered	from	the	woods.	I	guess	this	situation	is	another	demonstration	of	the	reality	we	now	have	to	face;	our	members	are	under	intense	pressure	in	their	“day	jobs”
and	it’s	only	when	you	can	get	them	away	from	the	office	to	meetings	like	this	that	they’re	able	to	really	engage	in	Socitm’s	business;	then	it’s	like	letting	the	genie	out	of	the	bottle!	We	agreed,	however,	proposals	for	roughly	half	of	regional	meeting	content	being	provided	through	corporate	policy	themes,	with	the	remainder	representing	local
priorities.	The	day	finished	with	a	PSMP	partners’	meeting,	held	at	the	RICS	Board	Room	at	12	Great	George	Street,	which	has	a	terrace	overlooking	Parliament	Square	to	which,	at	the	conclusion	of	our	meeting,	we	adjourned	for	celebratory	drinks	in	the	evening	sunshine.	As	the	parade	marches	through	the	woods,	the	animals’	red	and	yellow
clothes	and	musical	instruments	make	a	festive	party.	Akiko	Miyakoshi’s	reassuring	story	about	a	little	girl	venturing	out	into	strange	territory	on	her	own	for	the	first	time	is	a	delight.	Kikko’s	footsteps	were	the	only	sound.”	Copyright	Akiko	Miyakoshi,	2015,	courtesy	of	Kids	Can	Press.	When	the	animals	learned	that	Kikko’s	pie	had	been	ruined,	they
all	contributed	a	piece	of	their	own	pie	from	the	party.	And	so	quiet.	After	he	left,	Kikko	noticed	that	he	had	forgotten	to	take	the	pie	her	mother	had	made	for	Grandma.			Miyakoshi’s	stunning	black-and-white	drawings,	done	in	charcoal	and	pencil,	are	gorgeous	in	their	portrayal	of	the	woodland	animals	and	their	tea	party.	International	Tea	Day	was
created	in	2005	in	New	Deli,	India	to	raise	awareness	within	the	governments	of	tea-growing	countries	of	tea	workers,	their	conditions,	and	their	economic	contributions.	As	she	steps	into	Grandma’s	house,	Kikko	looks	over	her	shoulder	—	but	all	the	animals	have	disappeared	and	her	world	has	returned	to	its	familiar	winter	quietude.	Complement
The	Tea	Party	in	the	Woods	with	another	Japanese	masterwork	of	exceptional	tenderness:	Komako	Sakai’s	extraordinary	reimagining	of	The	Velveteen	Rabbit.	Today,	the	holiday	is	commemorated	widely	in	tea-growing	nations.	You	can	find	The	Tea	Party	in	the	Woods	at	these	booksellers	Amazon	|	Barnes	&	Noble	|	Books-a-Million	|	IndieBound
Picture	Book	Review	Grandma	and	Kikko’s	father	were	surprised	to	see	her.	We	meet	young	Kikko,	who	awakens	one	morning	to	find	that	her	father	has	left	for	Grandma’s	house	but	has	forgotten	the	pie	he	was	supposed	to	bring.	The	woods	were	very	still.	Eager	to	help,	Kikko	grabs	the	pie-box	and	runs	after	him	through	the	winter	wonderland,
following	his	tracks	through	the	woods.	Illustrations	courtesy	of	Akiko	Miyakoshi	/	Kids	Can	Press	Socitm’s	National	Advisory	Council,	held	today	at	Friends’	House,	in	Euston,	was	an	interesting	affair,	described	by	the	Chair,	at	one	point,	as	“like	a	Mad	Hatter’s	Tea	Party”,	with	which	I	concur!	That’s	not	intended	to	be	in	any	way	derogatory,	but
reflects	the	enthusiasm	with	which	the	debate	was	joined.	There	was	some	discussion	of	Directors’	portfolio	responsibilities,	which	are	currently	being	reviewed,	and	which	Steve	plans	for	us	to	discuss	at	our	next	board	meeting.	The	doe	packs	this	combinatorial	creation	into	a	new	box,	carefully	ties	it	with	a	red	ribbon,	and	hands	it	to	Kikko	as	the
animal	party	escorts	the	girl	back	out	into	the	woods	and	sends	her	off	with	a	joyful	parade	toward	Grandma’s	house	to	deliver	the	magically	recovered	pie.	Carefully,	carrying	the	boxed	pie,	Kikko	followed	“her	father’s	tracks	in	the	fresh	snow.	Linked	to	this,	nominated	Directors	should	monitor	our	various	representative	activities	to	ensure	effective
engagement	with	Government	&	other	key	stakeholders,	among	their	other	portfolio	responsibilities.	Spying	a	coated	figure	in	the	distance,	Kikko	began	to	run,	but	she	fell	in	the	deep	snow,	crushing	the	pie.	Kikko	was	so	excited	to	bring	her	Grandma	this	gift	that	she	wanted	to	leave	right	away.	The	animals	cheered	and	welcomed	Kikko
enthusiastically.	At	last,	she	spots	ahead	of	her	a	silhouette	in	a	hat	and	a	long	black	coat.
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