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Arabic	words	in	spanish

In	general,	scholars	agree	that	al-andalus	was	the	name	given	to	Muslim	Iberia.	The	Arabic	root	of	this	word	is	“jadd”,	which	can	mean	lado(side)	or	mejilla(cheek)	in	Arabic.	The	October	sun	was	blazing	down.	NaTakallam	can	help	you	with	that!	Our	language	partners	from	refugee	or	displaced	backgrounds	can	help	you	pick	up	Spanish	and/or
Arabic,	while	also	providing	you	with	a	cultural	experience	that	will	help	you	transcend	borders.	examples	Echa	una	cucharada	de	azúcar	a	la	masa	antes	de	mezclarla.	Arya	was	inducted	into	the	assassins'	order	after	surviving	their	various	trials.	examples	Cuando	era	niño,	mi	abuelo	me	dejaba	mover	las	piezas	de	ajedrez	por	él	cuando	jugaba	con
mi	papá.	Fun	fact:	both	Arabic	and	Greek	use	different	words	for	‘carrot’	today!	Want	to	dive	deeper	into	language	and	etymology?	That’s	right!	The	influence	of	Arabic	on	the	Spanish	language,	mostly	through	loanwords,	largely	originated	from	the	Arab	rule	in	the	Iberian	Peninsula	between	711	and	1492	AD,	notably	in	Al-Andalus	( سُلَدْنَلأا )	of
southern	Spain,	referred	to	as	Andalusia,	today.	Would	you	like	anything	to	drink	before	ordering	lunch?	When	I	was	a	child,	my	grandfather	would	let	me	move	the	chess	pieces	for	him	whenever	he	played	against	my	father.	Over	time,	Arabic	expressions	mixed	with	old	Spanish	vocabulary	to	become	the	Spanish	dialect	that	most	Spanish-speaking
countries	use	today:	castellano,	or	Castilian	Spanish.	In	711	C.E.,	Arab	armies	began	the	conquest	of	the	Iberian	Peninsula.	Whether	you’re	a	Spanish	or	Arabic	learner,	or	simply	a	language	enthusiast,	learning	a	language	with	NaTakallam	you	will	get	to	experience	the	beauty	and	interrelated	nature	of	the	linguistic	world.	In	Spanish,	usted	is	a
pronoun	that	denotes	formality	and	is	typically	used	when	we	are	addressing	someone	in	formal	situations.	The	Arabic	influence	on	the	Spanish	language	extends	past	the	names	of	modern	cities	and	regions.	Asesino	Asesino,	meaning	assassin	in	English,	has	a	surprising	etymology.	This	year	I’m	taking	classes	in	European	literature,	anatomy,	and
advanced	algebra.	Custom-tailored	to	fit	your	needs,	you	choose	your	program,	schedule,	favorite	teachers,	pace	of	learning,	and	more..	examples	Este	año,	estoy	tomando	clases	de	literatura	europea,	anatomía,	y	álgebra	avanzada.	Aceite	From	the	Arabic	word,	"zayt",	aceite	translates	to	oil	in	English	-	not	the	fossil	fuel,	but	the	delicious	liquid	that
comes	from	olives,	almonds,	and	more.	Azúcar	Definitely	the	sweetest	word	on	this	list,	azúcar,	meaning	sugar	in	English	followed	along	the	silk	road	and	originates	directly	from	the	Arabic	word	"as-sukkar".	After	Latin,	Arabic	has	made	the	greatest	contribution	to	the	Spanish	language.	If	you	visit	certain	Spanish	cities	like	Ciudad	Rodrigo,	Córdoba,
or	Béjar,	you’ll	immediately	notice	a	muralla,	or	city	wall,	that	separates	the	inner	city	from	the	neighborhoods	on	the	outskirts.	To	name	just	a	few:	al-qantarahthe	bridge	al-merayathe	watchtower	al-andalusthe	Vandals	al-basitthe	plain	qal-at	ayyubthe	fort	of	Ayyub	wad	al-hayarariver	of	stones	or	valley	of	the	stone	castles	al-wadi	al-kabirthe	big	river
The	translation	of	Andalucíaas	the	Vandals	has	been	contested.	examples	Por	razones	médicas,	yo	uso	un	mínimo	de	tres	almohadas	para	levantar	mi	cabeza	mientras	duermo.	Reading	Time:	5	minutesThe	Spanish	language	and	culture	has	traveled	to	different	corners	of	the	world,	interacting	with	diverse	communities	throughout	Latin	America,	parts
of	the	US,	the	Caribbean	islands,	Europe,	and	even	in	Africa	and	Asia!	Spanish	is	the	official	language	in	over	20	countries,	one	of	the	six	official	languages	of	the	United	Nations,	and	currently	the	fastest-growing	language	with	more	than	580	million	speakers	worldwide.	Even	after	los	Reyes	Católicos(the	Catholic	king	and	queen)	Ferdinand	and
Isabel	expelled	the	Arab	empire	from	the	Spanish	kingdom	in	1492,	Castilian	Spanish	has	retained	approximately	8,000	words	with	Arabic	origin	to	this	day.	scorpion	basil	swimming	pool	mayor	storage,	warehouse	admiral	alchemy	bishop	(chess	piece)	luck,	chance	die	(for	games)	check,	checkmate	(chess	piece)	playing	card	guitar	blue	indigo	lapis
lazuli	orange	giraffe	wild	boar	hog	tuna	billy	goat	almond	town	examples	Tienes	hasta	el	15	de	febrero	para	devolver	estos	libros	a	la	biblioteca.	I’m	praying	that	it	won’t	rain	tomorrow	while	we’re	running	the	marathon.	Usted	This	next	word,	usted,	is	interesting	because	the	word	itself	is	derived	from	the	Spanish	expression	vuestra	merced,	but	in
fact	is	phonetically	similar	to	the	Arabic	word	for	doctor/professor:	“ustadh”.	Contrary	to	what	you	might	have	learned,	not	all	Spanish	words	come	from	Latin.	It’s	no	wonder,	then,	that	many	of	the	Spanish	words	in	these	fields	are	derived	from	árabe.	examples	Ojalá	no	llueva	mañana	mientras	estemos	corriendo	el	maratón.	Ever	wonder	why	so
many	Spanish	words	begin	with	al?	Álgebra,	or	algebra	in	English,	is	no	exception.	Given	its	Latin	roots,	it	is	also	a	familiar	language	for	learners	and	speakers	of	other	Romance	languages,	such	as	French,	Italian	and	Portuguese.	In	fact,	a	large	portion	of	the	Spanish	vocabulary	comes	from	the	Arabic	language.	When	it	was	first	adopted	into
Castilian	Spanish,	it	was	actually	spelled	acedrex,	and	over	time	the	c	and	x	became	j	and	z,	respectively.	You	have	until	February	15th	to	return	these	books	to	the	library.	Add	one	tablespoon	of	sugar	to	the	dough	before	mixing	it.	examples	Mis	tíos	viven	en	Chelsea,	un	barrio	de	Manhattan,	Nueva	York.	Álgebra	Over	the	centuries,	the	Arab	culture
has	made	invaluable	contributions	to	the	advancement	of	human	civilization.	It	is	also	argued	that	the	Arabic	word	is	derived	from	the	Ethopian	city,	Kaffa,	where	the	coffee	plant	was	discovered	Cifra	(digit)	–	evolved	from	sefr	( رفص )	meaning	‘zero’	in	Arabic,	ultimately	from	Sanskrit	sunya	(),	meaning	‘empty’	or	‘void’	Dado	(Dice)	–	derived	from
the	Arabic	word	a’dad	( ددع )	meaning	‘numbers’	Elixir	(Elixir)	–	from	al-iksir	( ريسكلإا )		Guitarra	(Guitar)	–	from	gitara	( ةراتيغ )		Hasta	(Until)	–	from	hatta	( ىتح )	Hazaña	(Feat/deed)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	hasana	( ةَنسَحَ ),	meaning	‘good	deed’	Jarabe	(Medication)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	sharāb	( بارَشَ ),	meaning	‘a	drink/beverage/wine/coffee/syrup’	Jarra
(Earthenware	jar)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	jarrah	( ة�رجَ ),	meaning	‘earthen	receptacle’	or	‘made	of	glass,	porcelain’	Jirafa	(Giraffe)	–	from	zarāfah	( ةفارز )				Joroba	(Plateau)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	hadaba	( ةَبضََه ),	meaning	‘hill’	or	‘plateau’	Limón	(Lemon)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	limun	( نوميل ),	derived	from	Persian	limu	( ومیل )	Mezquino	(Stingy	or	petty)	–
from	the	Arabic	word	miskeen	( نيِكسْمِ ),	meaning	poor	or	miserly,	originally	derived	from	Akkadian,	the	oldest	known	Semitic	language,	spoken	in	ancient	Mesopotamia	(modern-day	Iraq)	Mazmorra	(Dungeon)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	matmura	( ةرَومُْطمَ ),	meaning	‘cellar’	Momia	(Mummy)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	moomiya’	( ءايموم ),	ultimately	derived	from
the	Persian	word	moomiya’	( ءاَيمِومُ 	)	from	Persian	moom	( موم ),	meaning	‘wax’	Naranja	(Orange)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	nāranja	( جنران ),	derived	from	the	Persian	word	nārang	( گنران )	referring	to	the	bitter	orange	fruit,	ultimately	from	Sanskrit	nāraṅga	()	meaning	‘orange	tree’	Noria	(Ferris	wheel)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	nā’oora	( ةرَوُعاَن ),	ultimately
derived	from	the	old	Syriac	words	nāʿōrtāʾ	(  )	meaning	‘water	wheel/growler’	Ojalá	(Hopefully/Let’s	hope	so)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	inshālla	( هللا 	 ءاش 	 نا ),	meaning	‘God-willing’	or	‘if	God	wills’	Sandía	(Watermelon)	–	from	the	Classical	Arabic	word	sindiyyah	( ةيدنس ),	meaning	[the	fruit]	from	the	Sindh	region	(in	India	and	Pakistan),	derived	from	the
Sanskrit	word	sindhu	(),	also	meaning	‘of	or	from	the	Sindh’	Tarea	(Homework)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	tariha	( ةحَيِرَط ),	meaning	‘endeavor’,	from	the	root	taraha	( حرط ),	‘to	throw’	Taza	(Mug/Cup)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	tassa	( ةساط ),	ultimately	from	the	Persian	word	tās	( سات )	meaning	‘mug’	Tambour	(Drum)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	tunbūr	( روُبْنُط ),
derived	from	the	Persian	word	tabir	( ریبت ),	meaning	‘to	drum’	Zanahoria	(Carrot)	–	from	old	Arabic	isfanāriyya	( ة�يِراَنفَسِْإ ),	ultimately	derived	from	the	ancient	Greek	phrase	stafulinos	agrios	(σταφυλίνη	ἀγρία)	meaning	‘wild	carrot’.	Pedro	had	just	finished	building	our	greenhouse,	a	modest	structure	that	would	serve	dual	purposes:	nurturing	tropical
fruits	like	dragonfruit	and	extending	the	life	of	Almohada,	almendra,	aldea.	Ajedrez	Ajedrez,	or	chess,	is	a	popular	game	that	was	brought	to	the	Iberian	Peninsula	by	the	Moors	when	they	arrived	in	the	year	711.	But	did	you	know…	about	the	impact	of	Arabic	over	the	Spanish	language?	Azúcar	(Sugar)	Arabic	–	from	as-sukkar	( ركسلا )	Arrecife	(Coral
reef)	–	from	ar-raseef	( فيصرلا ),	meaning	‘platform’	or	‘sidewalk’	in	Arabic	Albahaca	(Basil)	–	from	al-habagh	( قبحلا )	Algodón	(Cotton)	–	from	al-quton	( نطقلا )	Alcalde	(Mayor)	–	from	al-qādi	( يضاقلا ),	derived	from	the	Arabic	word	for	‘the	judge’	Aldea	(Village)	–	from	al-daya’a	( ةَعْي�ضلَا ),	meaning	a	‘small	village’	in	Arabic	Ajedrez	(Chess)	–	evolved	al-shatranj
( جنرطشلا ),	from	Middle	Persian	chatrang	( گنرتچ ),	and	ultimately	derived	from	an	Indian	strategy	game	called	chaturanga	()	in	Sanskrit,	referring	to	the	‘four	arms’	of	an	army	in	the	ancient	times	Alcohol	(Alcohol)	–	from	al-kuhol	( لوحكلا )		Álgebra	(Algebra)	–	derived	from	the	Arabic	word	al-jabr	( ربجلا ),		meaning	‘reunion/resetting	of	broken
parts’	Algoritmo	(Algorithm)	–	derived	from	the	surname	of	9th-century	Persian	mathematician,	Al-Khwarizmi	( يّمِزِْراَوخُْلا ),	roughly	transliterated	to	Medieval	Latin	as	algorismus,	whose	works	introduced	advanced	mathematics	to	the	West	Alfombra	(Carpet/rug)	–	derived	from	the	Arabic	word	hanbal	( لَبْنحَ ),	originally	referring	to	Moroccan	ceremonial
tapestry’	still	widely	using	in	Morocco	today	Almohada	(Pillow)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	al-mikhaddah	( ةدخملا ),	meaning	cushion	or	pillow	Alquiler	(To	rent)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	al-kirraʾ	( ءارَِكلا ),	meaning	to	‘rent/hire/lease’	Asesino	(Murderer)	–	with	a	fascinating	etymology	and	story,	evolved	from	the	Arabic	word	hashashin	( نيشا�شح ),	meaning
‘hashish	users’,	derived	from	the	word	hashish	( شيشح ),	meaning	‘grass’	or	‘[powdered]	hemp’	Atún	(tuna)	–	from	the	Arabic	al-tun	( نوتلا ),	derived	from	ancient	Greek	thynnos	(θύννος),	meaning	‘tuna’	Azul	(Blue)	–	from	Arabic	word	lāzuward	( درَْوزُلاَ ),	meaning	‘lapis	lazuli’,	a	stone	with	a	deep	blue	color	Albóndiga	(Meatball)	–	derived	from	the	Arabic
word	al-bunduq	( قدنبلا ),	meaning	‘hazelnut’,	due	to	its	resemblance	of	shape	and	color.	Almohada	Meaning	pillow	in	English,	almohadaoriginates	from	the	Andalusian	Arabic	word	“mijadda”,	which	became	“al-mujadda”	in	Andalusian	Arabic	(the	Arabic	of	the	Iberian	Peninsula)	and	means	“cushion”	or	“pillow”.	This	word	comes	from	the	Arabic	“al-
jebr”,	literally,	the	reunion	of	broken	parts,	a	term	coined	in	the	book,	“Rules	of	Reintegration	and	Reduction”	by	the	famed	Muslim	mathematician	and	astronomer,	Abu	Ja'far	Muhammad	ibn	Musa	al-Khwarizmi.	The	hispanomusulmanes	were	meticulous	about	urban	planning	and	specifically	designed	their	cities	to	have	specific	barrios	for	the	various
religious	and	cultural	communities	living	within	them.	examples	¿Ustedes	desean	algo	para	tomar	antes	de	pedir	la	comida?	Giant	leaps	of	thinking	in	medicine,	astronomy,	and	mathematics	were	made	by	early	Muslim	scientists	and	mathematicians.	Below	you’ll	find	a	list	of	even	more	Spanish	words	that	have	their	origins	in	Arabic.	Sign	up	here,
today!	With	over	10	years	of	experience,	HSA	is	where	your	goals	merge	with	our	teachers’	passion:	to	improve	your	Spanish	fluency.	As	a	result,	there	are	approximately	4,000	Spanish	words	with	Arabic	origins,	to	date!		Travel	back	in	time	with	our	top	50	favorite	Spanish	words	that	have	come	from	Arabic.	Ajedrez	is	a	game	that	has	its	roots
embedded	deep	in	the	ancient	Asian	cultures,	and	the	word	came	to	the	hispanomusulmanes	through	the	Medieval	Persian	word	“ash-shantranj”.	Here's	a	list	of	some	of	our	favorite	Spanish	words	with	Arabic	origin:	Ojalá	One	of	the	most	well-known	words	to	come	from	Arabic,	ojalámeans	hopefully	in	English	and	comes	from	the	Arabic	expression:
“law	sha	allah”	which	means	if	God	should	want.	My	uncles	live	in	Chelsea,	a	neighborhood	of	Manhattan,	New	York.	Hasta	Meaning	until	in	English,	hastacomes	from	the	Arabic	word	“hata”,	which	is	a	preposition	with	essentially	the	same	meaning	as	hasta.	examples	Recomiendo	que	uses	aceite	vegetal	en	vez	de	aceite	de	oliva	para	hacer	las
palomitas.	Alcancía	(Piggy	bank)	–	from	Al-kanz	( زنكلا ),	meaning	‘treasure’	in	Arabic	Albaricoque	(Apricot)	–	derived	from	the	Arabic	word	for	‘plum’,	al-barquq	( قوُقرَْبْلَا )	Arroz	(Rice)	–	from	ar-ruzz	( زّرَُأ )	Aceite	(Oil)	–	from	az-zait	( تيزلا )		Aceituna	(Olive)	–	from	az-zaytūn	( نوُتْي�زلا )	Azafrán	(Saffron)	–	from	the	Arabic	word	az-za’farān	( نارَفَْع�زلَا )	ultimately
derived	from	Persian.	The	Arabic	word	has	allegedly	evolved	from	the	Ancient	Greek	Ποντικόν	κάρυον,	meaning	the	‘nut	of/from	Pontus	[region]’	Barrio	(Neighborhood)	–	derived	from	the	Arabic	word	barri	( ّيRرَب )	which	originally	meant	‘outside	[of	the	city]’	Brújula	(Compass)	–	from	bousola	( ةلصوب )		Bellota	(Acorn)	–	from	balluta	( ةَطوTلَب )		Berenjena
(eggplant)	–	from	badenjān	( ناجنذاب )		Café	(Coffee)	–	borrowed	from	Dutch	koffie,	taken	from	Turkish	kahveh,	and	derived	from	Arabic	qahwa	( ةوهق ),	which	originally	meant	‘wine’.	Our	English	word,	assassin,	has	the	same	etymology,	although	it	came	into	our	language	from	old	French.	The	word	originally	comes	from	one	addicted	to	hashish,	as	a	term
derived	by	the	Christians	during	the	Crusades	to	demonize	a	certain	Muslim	sect	that	would,	according	to	the	Crusaders,	become	intoxicated	from	hashish	and	murder	Christian	leaders.	With	the	conquest,	the	hispanomusulmanes,	or	Moors,	brought	with	them	their	Arabic	architecture,	art,	and	of	course,	language.	Perhaps	the	easiest	way	to	see	this
influence	in	Spanish	is	in	the	simple	words	spoken	every	day.	For	medical	reasons,	I	use	a	minimum	of	three	pillows	to	lift	my	head	while	I	sleep.	Something	interesting	to	note	about	the	above	names	is	that	the	majority	of	the	Spanish	locations	and	geographical	features	derived	from	Arabic	are	limited	to	the	central	and	southern	regions	of	the
country,	representative	of	how	deep	the	Arab	culture	had	set	its	roots	into	the	culture	of	the	peninsula.	As	you	can	see,	each	word	of	Arabic	origin	has	a	rich	history	that	sheds	light	on	how	los	hispanomusulmanes	shaped	the	Spanish	culture	and	language.	examples	Arya	fue	iniciada	al	orden	de	los	asesinos	después	de	sobrevivir	sus	varias	pruebas.
Learn	More	I	was	sitting	at	Pedro’s	family	table,	the	smell	of	saffron	and	roasted	chicken	wafting	from	the	paella	pan.	Traveling	through	Spain,	it	is	almost	impossible	to	avoid	the	name	of	a	place	or	geographical	feature	that	is	derived	from	Arabic.	Barrio	Barrio,	which	translates	to	neighborhood	in	English,	comes	from	the	Arabic	word,	“barri”,	which
refers	to	the	outer	limits	of	a	city.	I	recommend	that	you	use	vegetable	oil	instead	of	olive	oil	to	make	the	popcorn.	In	this	article,	we’ll	explain	how	Arabic	came	into	contact	with	Spanish	and	we’ll	point	out	some	key	Spanish	vocabulary	that	is	of	Arabic	origin.	Remember	that	ojalá	is	a	conjunction	that	can	often,	but	doesn't	need	to	be,	used	with	que.
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