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Cleaning your Dyson vacuum filter is an essential task that can significantly enhance the performance and longevity of your vacuum. If you want your home to remain pristine, maintaining your Dyson vacuum is a top priority. But how do you clean a Dyson vacuum filter effectively? In this guide, we will take you through each step, offering detailed
insights and practical tips to ensure that your vacuum operates at peak efficiency.Understanding the Role of the Filter in Your Dyson VacuumBefore diving into the cleaning process, it’s crucial to understand why the filter is an important component of your Dyson vacuum. The filter plays a vital role in trapping dust, allergens, and other particles
present in the air and on surfaces. Dyson vacuums generally come equipped with two types of filters:Post-Motor Filter: This filter is located after the motor and prevents the fine dust and allergens from being released back into your environment.Pre-Motor Filter: This filter is situated in front of the motor and serves to protect the motor from dust and
dirt.By ensuring your filters are clean, you not only optimize suction power but also promote a healthier indoor environment. A clogged filter can reduce suction and efficiency, leading to poor cleaning performance.Why You Need to Clean Your Dyson Vacuum FilterWhile it might be tempting to overlook cleaning your vacuum filters, doing so can
result in several negative consequences:Reduced Performance: A dirty filter can significantly decrease suction power, making it difficult for your vacuum to pick up dirt and debris efficiently.Motor Damage: A blocked filter can cause strain on the motor, potentially leading to malfunctions or expensive repairs.Allergen Build-Up: A clogged filter can
release trapped allergens back into your living space, negatively impacting air quality and those with allergies or respiratory issues.Cleaning your Dyson vacuum filter is not only about maintaining the vacuum itself but also about ensuring the health and wellbeing of everyone in your home.How Often Should You Clean Your Dyson Vacuum Filter?As a
general rule, it is advisable to clean your Dyson vacuum filter every 1-3 months, depending on your usage frequency and the type of debris being collected. Households with pets or those that accumulate a lot of dust may require more frequent cleaning. Additionally, if you notice a decrease in suction power or a change in noise levels, it’s likely time to
check and clean your filter.Preparing to Clean Your Dyson Vacuum FilterBefore you start the filter-cleaning process, gather the necessary tools and materials:Tools and Materials NeededA clean, dry clothCold waterA soft brush (optional)Mild detergent (optional)Make sure to unplug your vacuum cleaner from the power source for safety purposes
during the cleaning process.Step-By-Step Guide to Cleaning Your Dyson Vacuum FilterNow that you are prepared, let’s dive into the step-by-step process of cleaning your Dyson vacuum filter.Step 1: Remove the FilterStart by locating the filter on your vacuum. Depending on the model you have, the filter’s location may vary slightly. Most Dyson
vacuum filters can be found in one of two places:Cyclone Assembly: For some models, the filter is located at the top of the cyclone assembly.Body of the Vacuum: In many models, the filter can be found at the back of the vacuum or near the dust canister.Consult your owner’s manual if you are unsure.Step 2: Tap Off Excess DirtOnce you've located
and removed the filter, gently tap it against a hard surface to dislodge any dust and dirt accumulation. This step helps to prevent clogging before washing.Step 3: Rinse the FilterHold the filter under cold water to rinse it thoroughly. Avoid using hot water, as it may damage the filter structure. Do not use detergents or chemical cleaners at this stage;
simply let the water run through the filter until it runs clear.Step 4: Use a Brush (If Necessary)If your filter has stubborn dirt particles that have lodged themselves into the material, you may use a soft brush to gently scrub the filter. Refrain from using a hard brush or scrubbing too vigorously, as this could damage the filter.Step 5: Let the Filter
DryAfter washing, gently shake off any excess water and allow the filter to dry thoroughly. It is crucial that the filter is completely dry before reinstalling, as moisture can damage the vacuum’s motor.Drying Time: Ideally, let the filter air-dry for 24 hours in a warm spot. Avoid direct sunlight, as it can break down the material.Step 6: Reinstall the
FilterOnce your filter is completely dry, reinstall it back into your vacuum. Ensure that it is secured properly to prevent any operational issues during use.Additional Tips for Maintaining Your Dyson Vacuum FilterMaintaining a clean filter is just one aspect of keeping your Dyson vacuum in good working condition. Here are a few additional tips to help
extend the lifespan of your vacuum:Regularly Check for BlockagesEvery time you empty the dust canister, check for blockages in the vacuum hose and other components. This will help prevent dust and debris build-up that can affect performance.Keep the Vacuum CleanWipe down the exterior of your vacuum regularly to prevent dust accumulation. A
clean vacuum not only looks better but can also enhance air quality in your home.Replace the Filter When NecessaryOver time, filters can wear out and lose effectiveness. If you notice continued suction problems or if your filter is excessively discolored or damaged, it may be time for a replacement. Check your owner’s manual for guidance on filter
replacement intervals and to ensure you purchase the correct model.ConclusionCleaning your Dyson vacuum filter is a simple yet vital part of maintaining your vacuum and ensuring efficient performance. With proper care and regular cleaning, your Dyson can serve you well for many years, keeping your home clean and contributing to a healthier
environment. By following the outlined steps and adhering to a regular maintenance schedule, you can maximize the lifespan and performance of your Dyson vacuum. So, roll up your sleeves and give your vacuum filter the care it deserves!How often should I clean my Dyson vacuum filter?Cleaning your Dyson vacuum filter should be done at least
once a month for optimal performance. If you use your vacuum frequently, you may want to consider cleaning the filter every few weeks. In environments with higher dust levels, such as homes with pets or during renovation projects, more frequent cleaning may be necessary.A clean filter not only enhances suction power but also extends the lifespan
of your vacuum. Regular maintenance allows the vacuum to operate efficiently, resulting in better cleaning results and reducing the risk of clogs or other mechanical issues.How do I remove the filter from my Dyson vacuum?Removing the filter from your Dyson vacuum is a straightforward process. First, ensure the vacuum is turned off and
disconnected from any power source. Locate the filter, which is typically found on top of the cyclone or at the back of the vacuum. Gently twist or pull the filter to detach it from the vacuum body.Make sure to handle the filter carefully to avoid damage. If your model has multiple filters, refer to the user manual to identify all the locations of the filters
to ensure you remove and clean each one as needed.What is the best way to clean my Dyson vacuum filter?The best way to clean your Dyson vacuum filter is by rinsing it under cold water. Avoid using any detergents or soaps, as these can damage the filter material. Hold the filter under running water and gently squeeze it to help remove dirt and
debris. Continue rinsing until the water runs clear, which indicates that the filter is clean.After rinsing, it’s important to let the filter air dry completely for at least 24 hours before reinserting it into the vacuum. Avoid using heat sources like hair dryers or radiators, as this can deform the filter. Ensuring the filter is completely dry will help maintain
the efficiency of your vacuum cleaner.Can I wash my Dyson vacuum filter in a washing machine?No, it is not recommended to wash your Dyson vacuum filter in a washing machine. The agitation and heat from the washing machine can damage the filter and alter its shape, reducing its effectiveness. It’s best to clean the filter manually by rinsing it
under cold water as instructed in the user manual.By avoiding the washing machine, you ensure that the integrity of the filter is maintained, allowing your vacuum to perform efficiently. Always refer to the specific instructions provided by Dyson for your vacuum model to ensure proper care.What should I do if my Dyson vacuum filter is damaged?If
you discover that your Dyson vacuum filter is damaged, it is crucial to replace it rather than attempting to repair it. A damaged filter can greatly affect the vacuum’s performance and efficiency, potentially causing motor strain or reducing suction power. Check with Dyson’s customer service or the official website for the appropriate replacement filter
suitable for your vacuum model.You can also look for authorized retailers or online shops that provide genuine Dyson parts. Ensuring that you replace the filter with an original part will guarantee that your vacuum functions at its best capacity and prolongs its life.Will my Dyson vacuum work without a filter?No, your Dyson vacuum will not work
effectively without a filter. The filter is an essential component that captures dust, allergens, and other debris, ensuring that only clean air is expelled back into your home. Operating the vacuum without a filter can lead to dirt and particles being released into the air, potentially compromising air quality. Furthermore, running your vacuum without a
filter can cause damage to the motor and other internal parts due to excessive dust buildup. It’s important always to ensure your filter is in place and clean before using your vacuum to maintain optimal performance and protect the longevity of your device. Dyson offers some of the best cordless vacuum cleaners around, picking up dust, crumbs, and
pet hair with a single sweep. But, like any appliance, they don’t take care of themselves and will perform better with a little regular maintenance - and one part which needs regular attention is the filter. The vacuum filter collects dust and debris with each use and prevents it from being released back into the atmosphere. Vacuuming would be
counterproductive without this key component. The trouble is, with continued use the filter will slowly get coated with a thick layer of residue. This will eventually obstruct the flow of air through the filter and impact the overall performance of your Dyson vacuum. So, it’s essential that you clean your Dyson filter when required. This guide will take
you through what to do and when to do it.7 signs your washing machine needs cleaningWhen the filter gets dirty enough, a Dyson vacuum will react as if it has a blockage. The power will pulse and it will cut out automatically. You then won’t be able to use the vacuum again until the filter has been cleaned and the blockage removed. An indicator on
the handle may also alert you that the filter is blocked. Some of the newer Dyson models feature an LCD screen which will also indicate when the filter needs cleaning. Alongside the pulsing, an alert is displayed, with step-by-step instructions to guide you through the process. Generally speaking, if the performance of your Dyson vacuum is waning,
that’s a sign your filter might need cleaning. In this piece, we've pulled together all the information you need to tackle this job with confidence. However, if the filter’s not the problem, you may need to clean your vacuum cleaner instead. How to clean a Dyson filterSTEP 1 According to Dyson, the first step is to remove the filter. We recommend doing
this carefully over a bin to prevent mess. Depending on the model you have, the filter will either need to be twisted and removed from the end of the vacuum, or lifted out from above the canister. Refer to the user manual for guidance.Note: If you're cleaning the filter(s) on a Dyson V6, V7 or V8, the instructions for these vary slightly. Scroll down for
best practice with these models.STEP 2Next, remove the excess dust and debris by tapping the filter lightly on the inside of the bin. Hold it by the hard, plastic end and reach as far within the bin as you can to prevent mess. Dyson says you can also do this in the sink, but you might not want to risk dust going down the plughole where it could cause a
blockage. This step can release a lot of dust into the air, so if you suffer from allergies, or want to keep the mess to a minimum, you might want to do this outside.STEP 3Now rinse the open end(s) of the filter under warm running water - or cold water if that's what the user manual of your particular model specifies - turning it to allow the water to
flow through and over the mesh from different angles. You can gently rub the filter with your fingers or use a soft, bristled brush to gently scrub dust away.Stick to just plain water for cleaning your filter - do not use any detergents. STEP 40nce clean, fill the filter with water, covering the ends with your palms to contain it. Hold it horizontally over
the sink and give it a shake to dislodge any final bits of debris. Repeat this step, filling it up and shaking it until the water runs clear.STEP 5Extract as much residual water as you can by shaking the wet filter over the sink. Hold it upright so the water drips down and out. Continue to shake it gently until it stops dripping.STEP 6Finally, place the filter
on its plastic end with the mesh upwards and leave it to dry for at least 24 hours in a warm spot with lots of ventilation (near an open window , for example).These filters can’t be dried in the tumble dryer, microwave, or near a naked flame. Feel the filter to double check it’s completely dry before refitting, otherwise you risk damaging the appliance.
And that’s it, your Dyson vacuum should run like new again.How to clean the filter for Dyson V6, V7 and V8The rules are similar, but not identical for these models. The Dyson V7 features one longer filter taken from above the canister. It should be tapped to remove excess dust and then rinsed with cold water, letting the water flow both inside and
out, before squeezing the filter by hand to remove the moisture. You can also twist it with both hands to wring out the remaining droplets. Again, leave this filter upright for at least 24 hours to dry thoroughly. The Dyson V6 and V8, on the other hand, contain two filters, each of which will need to be cleaned. For the longer filter removed from the
canister, you can follow the general directions above, tapping to remove the excess debris and rinsing under the tap with cold water. You can also squeeze and twist it, as mentioned for the V8, to remove the residual water. For the secondary filter at the end of the vacuum, this simply needs rinsing and tapping under cold running water, until the
water runs clear. Then shake and dry as described in the main steps. If the water doesn't run clear at first, keep rinsing the filter. 7 ways to make your bedroom smell freshWhat to do with a smelly Dyson filter?Unfortunately, Dyson filters can start to smell over time - even after they’ve been washed - which can leave unpleasant odours in your home
after vacuuming. Because you can’t use detergents to clean Dyson filters, you can’t remove or mask the scent effectively, but you can try to stop the smell from forming in the first place. It may be a consequence of the drying process. The longer something takes to dry, the more opportunity bacteria has to develop and the mustier it can smell. Try to
speed up the drying process by placing your freshly washed filter next to an open window or in another well-ventilated space. Rotate it and shake it occasionally to give it a helping hand. A warm environment can help speed things along too.If this doesn’t help, it might be time to buy a replacement filter, which are available on Dyson’s website. How
often should you wash your Dyson filter?This comes down to how often you use your Dyson vacuum and the level of debris it’s picking up. The more powerful settings, such as Boost mode can contribute to this as well. The more use and the heavier the debris, the more often the filter will need cleaning. As a general rule, Dyson recommends cleaning
the filters on its vacuums once a month. Best upright vacuumScore: 93/100Hoover’s newest upright vacuum is a great all-rounder that lifts dust and dirt quickly. Pet hair vanished within two swipes, and the push and lift technology lets you take it up stairs easily. Best cylinder vacuum Score: 97/100With a hard-to-fault performance on test, this
cylinder would make a great buy, whatever your flooring. It also had an efficient, tangle-free pet tool and was seamless to use, from canister emptying to wheeling around the home. Best cordless vacuumScore: 98/100Available with or without its docking station, this should speed up your cleaning routine as it’s designed to pick up dirt moving
backwards (as well as on the usual forwards sweep). It automatically adjusts suction when it encounters dirty spots, too, earning it excellent scores on test, no matter the debris or floor type we tried. Best robot vacuumScore: 95/100This brightly coloured robot vacuum from Dyson is a powerful and effective cleaner. Testers liked the way it does an
initial sweep before returning to trickier spots. It also notifies you of any patches you need to revisit and it self-charges. You do have to empty it manually, though. Joint best handheld vacuumScore: 94/100With a pet-hair friendly design, this Shark barely dropped a mark for its performance, thanks to its outstanding pick-up on all surfaces, no matter
the debris. Its battery life is short but we were still able to clean a small car. Download Article Download Article Once you find the model number of your Dyson machine, you can determine which filters you need to wash, and how often. Make sure to turn off and unplug your machine before removing the filter(s). Wash your filter(s) with cold water
only. Some models have filters that require a short pre-soak in cold water before rinsing. Allow the filter(s) to air-dry naturally. Maintaining the cleanliness of your washable filters helps the performance and longevity of your machine. 1 Locate your vacuum’s serial number. Look for a sticker on your machine. Write down the first three digits of the
serial number shown on the sticker. The sticker may be in one of the following places: on the back behind the hose; at the base between the wheels; behind the bin. 2 Select your model on Dyson’s support site. Navigate to . Enter your serial number, if you have it. Otherwise, select the style of your machine. Choose the image and description that
matches your machine. Select the topic “Wash the filter.” If you don’t see an option for “Wash the filter,” view the user guide instead. Advertisement 3 Check the manufacturer’s recommendations. Find out how to remove filter, if needed. Determine which filters you should wash. Check how often to wash them. Determine whether your model’s filter
requires a pre-soak. Some models, such as the DC07, have a washable filter as well as a post-motor filter that never needs to be washed. Some models, such as the DC24 Multi Floor, have more than one washable filter. Most models’ filters require washing every three to six months. However, Dyson 360 robot vacuum’s pre-filter should be washed at
least every month. Advertisement 1 Disconnect from any power source. Unplug the vacuum, if applicable. Switch the vacuum to OFF. Never attempt to open your vacuum cleaner when it is switched on or plugged in. 2 Remove the filter. Open the vacuum carefully. Push the filter housing’s release button, if your model has one. Separate the filter from
its plastic housing, if applicable.[1] 3 Soak the filter, if applicable. Fill a bowl with cold water. Do not add any detergent to the bowl. Submerge the filter and allow it to soak for no less than five minutes.[2] Some cordless models - such as DC35 and DC44 - require a pre-soak.[3] Some upright vacuums, such as DC17, require a pre-soak. Others, such as
DC24 Multi Floor, do not. 4 Rinse the filter under cold water. Squeeze the filter gently as you rinse it. Continue rinsing and squeezing for at least five minutes, until the water from the filter runs clear. Some filters may require up to ten rinses until the water runs clear. Advertisement 1 Tap off the excess water. Shake off the filter over the sink. Tap
the filter against your hand or the sink to expel extra droplets of water. 2 Lay the filter in a warm, dry place. Set the filter down horizontally, unless your model’s directions instruct otherwise. Never put your filter in a microwave, tumble dryer, or near an open flame. For example, leave your filter outside in the sunshine, or near (not on) a radiator. 3
Allow the filter to dry completely. Leave the filter to air dry as long as needed. Make sure it is entirely dry before putting it back into your machine.[4] Some upright and cordless models - such as DC07, DC15, DC17, and DC24 - should air dry for twelve hours. Some models - such as DC17 (upright) and 360 (robot) - should air dry for twenty-four
hours. Advertisement Add New Question Question How often should Dyson filters be replaced? Regina DeCorte Residential Cleaning Specialist Regina DeCorte is a Residential Cleaning Specialist and is the Founder of Maid in JC, a home cleaning service based in downtown Jersey City, NJ. With more than eight years of experience, she specializes in
cleaning apartments, condos, and townhomes using natural products. Regina and her staff are fully bonded and insured. Depending on usage, the filters need to be cleaned on a regular, monthly schedule for better results. Even well cared for filters will need to be replaced, though, and that must be done on an annual basis. Question What if dust is
coming out from the ball? The only way to restore a Dyson and remove symptoms like this is to take it completely apart and clean every millimeter back to new. It's easy enough for anyone to do, though tedious, but most people just take them to the repair shop. Ask a Question Advertisement Thanks Advertisement Co-authored by: Residential
Cleaning Specialist This article was co-authored by Regina DeCorte. Regina DeCorte is a Residential Cleaning Specialist and is the Founder of Maid in JC, a home cleaning service based in downtown Jersey City, NJ. With more than eight years of experience, she specializes in cleaning apartments, condos, and townhomes using natural products.
Regina and her staff are fully bonded and insured. This article has been viewed 216,440 times. Co-authors: 5 Updated: December 31, 2024 Views: 216,440 Categories: Vacuum Cleaners Print Send fan mail to authors Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 216,440 times. "I cannot tell you how much I love my Dyson. When it
started to pulsate, I was really worried. However, when I came on this website, I found it so easy to get the answers that I needed (and more). I found it so reassuring."..." more Share your story (Image credit: Future) As someone who's battled with a stubborn Dyson vacuum, I've learned that maintaining these powerful machines is crucial. While
researching ways to keep my vacuum in top shape, I discovered that a dirty filter is often the culprit behind loss of suction. Even the best vacuum cleaners need regular care, and knowing how to clean a Dyson vacuum properly can save you from premature replacement. Before you start looking for surefire signs it's time to replace your vacuum
cleaner, consider giving your Dyson filter a good clean. It's a simple task that can breathe new life into your vacuum, restoring its suction power and extending its lifespan. In this guide, I'll walk you through the process of cleaning your Dyson filter, a task that's saved me from unnecessary purchases more than once. You may like (Image: © Future)
Carefully remove the filter from your Dyson vacuum. Depending on your model, you'll either twist it out from the end of the vacuum or lift it from above the canister. Do this over a bin to minimize mess. (Image: © Future) Gently tap the filter on the inside of your bin to remove loose dust and debris. Hold it by the plastic end and reach as far into the
bin as possible to contain the dust. If you have allergies, consider doing this step outside. (Image: © Future) Run the open end of the filter under warm running water (or cold, if specified in your manual). Turn it to allow water to flow through from different angles. You can gently rub the filter with your fingers or use a soft brush to remove stubborn
dust. (Image: © Future) Fill the filter with water, cover the ends with your palms, and shake it horizontally over the sink. Repeat this process until the water runs clear. (Image: © Future) Shake the filter vigorously over the sink to remove as much water as possible. Hold it upright and continue shaking gently until it stops dripping. (Image: © Future)
Place the filter on its plastic end with the mesh upwards in a warm, well-ventilated area. Let it dry for at least 24 hours. Ensure it's completely dry before refitting to avoid damaging your vacuum. (Image: © Future) Once completely dry, reinsert the filter into your Dyson vacuum. Make sure it's securely in place before using your vacuum
again.Remember, never use detergents or attempt to dry your filter in a tumble dryer, microwave, or near an open flame. With regular cleaning, your Dyson should maintain its powerful suction and performance. Now that you've mastered cleaning your Dyson filter, why not tackle other household cleaning challenges? Learn how to remove limescale
from your shower glass for a streak-free shine, or try 7 tips to blast away bathroom mold that actually work. And to organize your cleaning schedule, check out our guide on 7 cleaning apps to help you maintain a tidy home. Today's best Glade Shake 'N' Vac Carpet Cleaner 500g Magnolia & Vanilla dealsGet instant access to breaking news, the hottest
reviews, great deals and helpful tips. If you share your home with furry family members like me, you will understand the importance of having a powerful vacuum cleaner. Dyson models are famed for their strong suction, flexibility and high-tech features. However, you’ll need to learn how to clean Dyson vacuum filters to maintain peak performance.
It’s not a tricky task, but doing it wrong can reduce the filter’s effectiveness or even damage your vacuum. Also, find out how often should you vacuum. We spoke to a Dyson engineer and a cleaning expert to get their top tips on preventing clogging or filters with funky odors. What Makes a Dyson Vacuum Different? Dyson vacuum cleaners are famed
for their advanced engineering and ease of use. Nathan Lawson McLean, Senior Design Manager at Dyson, explains that company engineers have been fine-tuning their vacuum filtration systems for over 30 years. “Dyson’s latest vacuums feature our most advanced, multi-stage filtration technologies,” he says. The filter in your vacuum traps particles
and prevents them from reentering the air in your home—reducing the need to invest in a home air purifier. Lawson McLean explains that Dyson filters utilize unique multi-cyclone technology. “Up to 18 cyclones are configured to provide optimal performance,” he says. “The diameter of each cyclone is carefully balanced with the space between them
to maintain the velocity required to remove fine dust from the airflow.” How to Clean the Dyson Vacuum Filter “Even though the filters for a Dyson cordless vacuum and Dyson corded vacuum may look different, they should be cared for and maintained the same way,” Lawson McLean explains. Mastering how to clean Dyson vacuum filters is simple
and quick. It requires no special supplies or tools. “All you need is clean, running water,” Lawson McLean says. 1. Remove the filter from your Dyson vacuum EMIKO FRANZEN FOR FAMILY HANDYMAN While Dyson vacuums are designed to make filter removal straightforward, the filters’ location, size and removal technique vary depending on the
model. If this isn’t obvious, check the user manual. 2. Dislodge excess debris Get rid of loose debris before washing the filter. You can do this by tapping the filter lightly on the sink or trash can edge. 3. Rinse the filter “Run the vacuum filter under warm water to remove dust and debris,” Lawson McLean says. You can gently rub the filter with your
hands to speed along the process. 4. Fill the filter with water and shake Filling your filter with warm tap water, covering the ends with your hands and shaking it can help dislodge any stubborn debris. Do this until the water runs clear. 5. Dry out the filter Shake the filter to remove any excess water and lay it out somewhere with good ventilation for
at least 24 hours to allow it to dry out fully. “This is an important step to ensure water does not enter the machine and damage the motor,” Lawson McLean says. What NOT To Do When Cleaning the Dyson Vacuum Filter Learning how to clean Dyson vacuum filters isn’t complicated, but there are some things to avoid if you want this part to work
effectively. “You should not use soap or cleaning solution as it can potentially damage the filter or machine,” Lawson McLean says. “One of the biggest issues I see is when people don’t let the filter dry completely,” Galia Ivanova, founder and CEO of Cleaning Estimate, says. “I've had more than a few calls about ‘mildewy’ smells that turned out to be
from damp filters.” Never put your Dyson filter into the tumble dryer or microwave to speed up the drying process. Instead, consider buying a spare filter to use your vacuum before the main filter is dry. Frequently Asked Questions Can you wash a Dyson vacuum filter? Lawson McLean doesn’t recommend putting a Dyson vacuum filter in the
dishwasher. “The heat could damage the filter,” he says. Stick to simply rinsing with warm water. How often should you change a Dyson vacuum filter? Some Dyson vacuum models alert you with a digital message when the filter requires cleaning. Both Lawson McLean and Ivanova recommend cleaning the filter at least once a month. “Pet hair and
dust bunnies can hide in there and mess with the vacuum'’s suction,” Ivanova says. About the Experts Nathan Lawson McLean is a Senior Design Manager at Dyson, where he has worked for over 8 years; email interview, Jan. 7, 2025. Galia Ivanova is the founder and CEO of Cleaning Estimate, a company dedicated to providing exceptional cleaning
services to homes and businesses in the greater London area; email interview, 30. Dec, 2025. As somebody who has spent more than 200 hours testing and reviewing vacuum cleaners, I understand the importance of vacuum maintenance. So, how do you clean a Dyson vacuum filter?It's often overlooked, but luckily, the Dyson vacuum filters are
designed to be cleaned and reused, as opposed to other brands with filters that are disposed of and replaced.I've lost count of how many times I've had to clean vacuum filters over the years, so here are my top tips for cleaning Dyson filters, including what to avoid, for a longer-lasting appliance. You may like How to clean the filter in a Dyson
vacuumThe best Dyson vacuums will only stay the best so long as you care for them correctly. Avoiding common vacuum cleaner mistakes, cleaning before your vacuum cleaner starts smelling, and using the right tools will help to prolong its lifespan.Here's how to focus on cleaning a Dyson vacuum filter so you don't have to replace a vacuum
prematurely.1. Locate and remove the filterlt is a good idea to clean the filter after tough cleaning tasks, such as cleaning up pet hair and mess. Like most vacuum cleaners, Dyson vacuums utilize pre-motor and post-motor filters and both need to be cleaned.If you have one of the best cordless vacuums such as the Dyson V15 Detect or Dyson V8, you'll
find the post-motor filter at the top of the vacuum in either a purple or light blue container, depending on the model. Simply unscrew it then remove the filter.The pre-motor filter in a cordless Dyson can't be removed and should be cleaned by accessing the dustbin and cleaning with a soft brush, such as the Mr. Siga Cleaning Brush Set, available at
Walmart, which comes with a long-handled, soft brush with the bristled situated at the tip for easy maneuverability.If you own one of the best upright vacuums, such as the Dyson Ball Animal 3, both filters can be removed. The pre-motor filter is found in the center of the dustbin - remove the dustbin, then lift up the handle flap and filter cover.The
post-motor is found within the 'ball.' Unscrew the side of the ball using the colored handle and you'll find the large, round filter inside. Unscrew it to remove it. This six-piece screwdriver set from Target makes light work of removing sections for easy cleaning.2. Tap and rinseRinsing filters removes fine dust and dander that tapping doesn't shift.
Depending on when you last cleaned your vacuum filter, there could be heaps of dust and hair caked on. Tap away as much as you can into a trash can, then rinse, thoroughly, for about five to 10 minutes under running water. Use cold water only, and avoid using any detergent or soap as it damages the delicate fibers.Top tip: you can fill the
cylindrical filters with water, cup both sides with your hands, and shake to clean even more rigorously.For the cordless pre-motor filter - the one that can't be removed - you'll have to reach inside the dustbin using a long, soft brush, like this set of bottle-cleaning brushes from Walmart. It can be a little tricky, but make sure to brush the entire
surface, removing all visible dirt from the metal.3. Dry, thoroughlyA spare Dyson filter will improve the longevity of your vacuum and allow you to still clean while it's drying.Once you've cleaned as much dirt from the filter as possible, it needs to dry completely. Moisture is one of the most important things you should never vacuum as it reaches the
electrical components, causing significant damage to the motor and eventually causing your vacuum to lose suction power, or even break completely.So, air dry the filter for at least 24 hours, until it's completely dry. Don't use the dryer, heat vent, or a flame to do this as the heat can warp the materials. Placing the filter in a well-ventilated spot, such
as on a clothes drying rack or a dish rack such as the Joseph Joseph Y-rack from Walmart, so that air can circulate on both sides will help the process along and stop your vacuum cleaner from smelling.I've spoken with vacuum engineers about filter maintenance, and a common recommendation is to buy an extra filter. This allows you to swap it out
while the other is being cleaned and dried and will double how long you can vacuum without putting a strain on the motor.Once your filter is clean and your vacuum has been reassembled, it is worth checking over your appliance for the four common faults that engineers fix in Dyson vacuums, and taking steps to prevent them. Does your Dyson filter
need a thorough cleanup? If it does, then this detailed guide is a must-read. Learn how to clean the Dyson filter and improve your device’s performance. Are you using a Dyson vacuum and wondering how to clean its filter? We heavily rely on vacuum cleaners for our day-to-day cleaning. So, there is a high chance of the filters getting clogged or
damaged over a period of usage. Mostly, it is recommended to clean a Dyson HEPA filter (high-efficiency particulate absorbing filter) every month. But, if you feel that the performance, like the suction power of your Dyson vacuum, has degraded, it might be due to a blocked filter after excessive usage. Then, cleaning the Dyson vacuum filter
periodically will help improve its performance and maintain it properly. This step-by-step instruction guide will help you wash different types of Dyson filters with ease. Sometimes, cleaning the vacuum filters might not resolve the issue, so you can follow some extra steps to solve the problem of Dyson vacuums being efficient. How Frequently Should I
Clean A Dyson Filter? As mentioned above, your Dyson filter might need a thorough cleaning every month. It is also advisable to replace your Dyson vacuum filter every year. However, this also depends on how frequently you use it. If your Dyson vacuum cleaner has more than one filter, then you must clean them all together for smooth operation and
better performance of your appliance. Cleaning Dyson filters isn’t hard and the following guide will help you do it seamlessly. Having a clean Dyson filter is important to effectively trap dirt and debris, collect dust, and remove bacteria and other particles contaminating your floor. How To Clean Dyson Animal Filter What Is A Dyson Animal Vacuum? A
Dyson Animal vacuum has two washable filters that might never need replacement. It is advisable to wash the filters every three months or more often to keep the Dyson Animal vacuum performing at maximum operating efficiency. One big difference between the Absolute and Dyson Animal is that it comes with an additional ‘soft roller’ cleaner head
that is perfect for cleaning hard floors. Step-by-Step Guide To Cleaning Dyson Animal Filter Remove your Dyson filter(s) from your device. Tap your filter(s) slightly on the side into the sink or bin to loosen and remove the extra dust and debris trapped inside. Rinse and wash filters properly with cold or slightly warm water. Shake it firmly to get rid of
the excess water. Let it dry for more than 24 hours before you fix it back. Put it back and test the device. How To Clean A Dyson V11 Filter? What Is A Dyson V11 Vacuum? Dyson V11 is one of the top-rated stick vacuum cleaners in the market. It is known for its high efficiency and performance. Step-by-Step Guide To Cleaning Dyson V11 Vacuum
Filters Unplug your device and remove the filters. Wash them with lukewarm water. Examine the filter for any debris and remove it. Let the washable filters dry for more than 24 hours and wipe the exterior parts with a clean cloth. Put the filters back and check if the device is running properly. How To Clean A Dyson V6 Filter? What Is A Dyson V6
Vacuum? The Dyson V6 cordless vacuum cleaner is an entry-level cordless vacuum, but a powerful one. It is efficient and very light to handle and use. Use the following steps to clean V6 filters with ease. Step-by-Step Guide To Cleaning Dyson V6 Vacuum Filters Remove the filter: You can detach it by unscrewing it and lifting it out of the vacuum. If
your model has two filters, remove both of them. Clean the dirt and dust: Hold the filter down over a trash can, and tap lightly to remove the loose dust particles and larger debris. Tap gently so that the debris doesn’t come out suddenly and spill over. Wash with water: Rinse it under cold tap water and rub gently to let the coated dust wash away. It is
advisable not to use any soap or detergent as it might harm the filter. Clean residue dirt: Check if there is residue dirt and again wash with water and shake it off to get rid of the excess water. Dry completely: Let the filter dry for at least 24 hours. Touch with your fingers to see if any part feels damp. Check your device: When it is completely dry, put
the filter back into the vacuum and screw it into place. Check if your device is working properly. How To Clean A Dyson V7 Filter? What Is A Dyson V7 Vacuum? The Dyson V6 and V7 almost have the same dimensions with some basic differences in their height and weight. The Dyson V7 is both heavier and taller than the V6 Dyson machine. Step-by-
Step Guide To Cleaning A Dyson V7 Vacuum Filter Remove the filter: You can simply lift it out from the top of the device or you can refer to the manual as well. Shake extra dirt: Tap the filter quickly to shake off the extra particles on it. Wash the filter correctly: Soak the filter in cold water. You can also let the water run through the V7 filter till you
see clear water coming out. Drain and Dry thoroughly: To drain, squeeze or twist it carefully. You might have to clean it more often if you are using it in the ‘powerful suction’ mode. Let it dry on its side for at least 24 hours. Check your device: Place it back and ensure that it is in the proper place. Plug in and check your device. How To Clean A Dyson
V8 Vacuum Filter? What Is A Dyson V8 Vacuum? The Dyson V8 comes with two filters: A pre-motor filter in the middle of the cyclone assembly A post-motor filter behind the motor Both of these filters are washable. Step-by-Step Guide To Cleaning A Dyson V8 Vacuum Filter Steps to clean the pre-motor filter: Pull out the pre-motor filter. Rinse under
running water. Do not use a scrubber as it might damage the filter material. Remove the excess water by shaking. Wait for it to dry thoroughly before reattaching it to the vacuum. Dyson recommends cleaning the filters once a month. If you use your device frequently, check periodically for dirt accumulation. Steps to clean the post-motor filter: You
can remove the top part of the filter using a blunt tool. Gently push the clips holding it. Twist the filter counterclockwise to unlock and remove it. Rinse under running water to remove any dirt and debris. Shake well to remove the excess water and let it dry completely before reattaching. The post-motor HEPA filter needs to be cleaned less frequently
than the pre-motor filter. The Dyson cyclones are good enough to keep dirt particles away from the filter. How To Clean The Vacuum Filter On A Dyson Ball What Is A Dyson Ball Vacuum? The Dyson Ball Animal 2 pet vacuum cleaner is good for cleaning carpet fibres to capture dust, dirt, and animal hair. It contains two washable filters and both need
to be clean to keep them unclogged. Step-by-Step Guide To Cleaning A Dyson Ball Vacuum Filter The first filter is located on the top of the cyclones. Detach the dust canister and press the latch to access the tubular filter. Rinse it under cold running water until the water runs clear, squeeze out the excess water, and let it dry. The second filter is
located inside the ball itself. Lay the vacuum on its back and unscrew the side of the ball. The filter will have a foam ring and an outer shell. Separate them and wash them separately. Rinse again with cold water, but do not squeeze dry this filter. Let it dry for at least 24 hours. A wet filter clogs faster, allows bacteria to grow, and water can get sucked
into the motor. Dyson recommends cleaning both filters of the Ball Animal 2 at least once every month for best results. Why Is The Dyson V10 Not Working After Cleaning Vacuum Filter? If your Dyson V10 is still not working properly after a filter clean, you need to check if the filter unit is attached correctly or not. The machine’s filters might still be
wet or the motorhead might not be starting up after sucking in water from the wet filter. There could be blockages somewhere else other than the filter which you need to clear. The filter might have worn out due to excessive wear and tear and needs replacement. You might have to dismantle the whole device to figure out the actual issue and take
necessary action. Why Is The Dyson V11 Not Working After Cleaning Vacuum Filter? The common causes that stop the working of a Dyson V11 are similar to the issues faced by a V10. From clogged filters to blockages, it can be anything minor that you resolve yourself. For complex issues like problems with the circuit board, etc., you might need
professional help. For a better shelf life, long-lasting batteries, and improved suction power, you can follow some useful tips for Dyson V10 and V11 vacuums: Unplug your device after every usage. Check the cleaning mode before each use and change it accordingly if necessary. Store your Dyson vacuum at room temperature. Remove and clean the
reusable filter regularly. Clean brush roll periodically for trapped hair, etc. Buy a vacuum stick with the cleaning surface in mind. How To Change A Dyson Vacuum Filter? Most Dyson filters are durable, but after using them for several years, the filter starts to look frayed or worn out. In that case, the best solution is to change the filter. You can
purchase an appropriate replacement filter from your model from Dyson or buy from a local vendor as well. Source: Why Should I Change My Dyson Vacuum Filter? You might have to replace your Dyson vacuum cleaner filter if Your vacuum cleaner gets clogged frequently and even after regular cleaning. The Dyson filter is not filtering properly,
resulting in increased dust emissions. The vacuum cleaner has a foul smell even after cleaning and makes weird noises. The Dyson vacuum battery life has reduced considerably. Steps For Changing A Dyson V6, V7 and V8 Filter These vacuums have two filters: a pre-filter and a post-filter. You can follow the steps below to replace both filters. Unplug
your device. You will find the pre-filter on the top of the dust canister, which you can pull out. Put the new filter back in the same position properly. Unscrew the post-filter located at the back of the device. Put the new post-filter back in the same position. Plug in your device and check it it is working properly. Steps For Changing A Dyson V10 and
V11 Filter These have only one filter. You can follow the steps below and replace the filter very easily. Disconnect the device. Turn the rear of the device counterclockwise to release the filter. Fit the new filter in place. Plug in your device and check if it is working properly. Steps For Changing A Dyson Ball Animal 2 Filter Turn off and unplug your
device. Remove the canister from the vacuum. Lift the handle called ‘filter’ and pull the filter out of the canister. Place the new filter in the right place. The second filter is located in the ball. You have to unscrew the ball by rotating the wheel. Rotate the filter attachment until it is released. Replace the old filter with a new one and rotate it, until it sits
back in place. It is not too difficult to figure out how to clean Dyson filters because the process is quite similar for different models. Whichever appliance you have, it is important to keep the Dyson filter clean as much as possible to ensure that your device is performing well. Lack of cleaning might be an issue hindering performance, which you can
easily resolve by cleaning the vacuum filters regularly. However, for any other technical problems with your device, you must contact the manufacturer (if under warranty) or a local professional for help. Apologies, but the Dyson Community is offline until further notice.



