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We tested over 20 of the top apps for viewing PDF documents and these are our top picks for the best PDF reader for Windows.We've gone hands-on with a full range of essential document management tools, including the best PDF editors, best free PDF editors, and the best free PDF readers. My team and I have extensively tested each one - and
continue to check for new updates to see if they deserve a spot on this round-up.For most people, PDFfiller is the best PDF reader for Windows computers (and it's available on other platforms, too, which is a nice bonus if you work across multiple devices). It's powerful even for read-only uses, and has some great editing tools for paid users who need
editing capabilities. You can see the full review below, with alternatives that may better suit your workflow and use, especially for business users.Not on Windows? We've also tested thebest PDF reader for Macand thebest PDF reader for Android.Image 1 of 4(Image credit: airSlate)(Image credit: airSlate)(Image credit: airSlate)(Image credit:
airSlate)pdfFiller is an online PDF editor built for creating and altering documents in your browser, with desktop apps for Windows, Mac, Android, and iOS.If you only need to view a PDF file, you can upload it from the homepage, give it a second or three to process, and youre in. You dont even need to sign in to use the free PDF reader. From here,
you can also edit text - it effectively works like a word processor, making it very intuitive to use. At the top of the screen are a few more tools found in PDF readers and editors, including form filling, file conversion, the blackout redaction tool, and digital signatures (auto-generated, uploaded, or drawn by your own hand).Beyond the free Windows PDF
reader, everything else is locked behind subscription plans. To save or export any document changes requires sign up and selecting one of three monthly or annual subscriptions. Enterprise pricing for teams of 10+ is available.Overall, one of the best PDF readers for Windows, Mac, mobile devices, and in the browser - documents are free to read and
no sign up is necessary. But for additional tools, advanced or otherwise, a subscription will be needed.Read our full pdfFiller review.Best PDF reader for Windows onlinelmage 1 of 4(Image credit: Soda PDF)(Image credit: Soda PDF)(Image credit: Soda PDF)(Image credit: Soda PDF)Soda PDF is one of the best PDF readers for Windows for both
individual users and businesses. It offers a full suite of cloud-based PDF tools through either home or premium editions.When we tested out Soda PDF, we discovered a versatile online PDF editor with plenty of tools for document management, whether it's tweaking minor typos or more or less starting from scratch.With the software, youre able to
review, annotate, send and track documents from a single comprehensive user interface. You can also connect Soda PDF to Google Drive, OneDrive, Dropbox, Evernote and Box accounts, which makes it easier to download and distribute documents.Another great thing about the application is that it comes with a batch processing feature, allowing you
to create and convert multiple PDF files at the same time. Theres an e-sign function as well, which you can use to prepare and send PDF-based contracts to clients or partners. Whats more, you can track and get reminders on all the documents you distribute through the app.Plus, if you use a range of devices within your company, the software works
not just for Windows, but also Mac, Linux, iOS and Android devices.Overall, PDF power-users prepared to pay for the premium features will gain the most from Soda PDF. And it's certainly not one for those looking for an offline PDF reader.Read our full Soda PDF review.Best Windows PDF reader for low-end PCs Image 1 of 4(Image credit: Winzip)
(Image credit: Winzip)(Image credit: WinZip)(Image credit: WinZip)WinZip PDF Pro is so dedicated to viewing PDFs that it's the first thing you'll see when you open this top PDF reader for Windows.In fact, when we reviewed the software, we found this constant nudge to make it our default PDF reader on Windows, that it started getting mildly
irritating. Still, overlook this minor grip and you'll find a stellar PDF reader fully loaded with tools for editing, manipulating documents.Mind you, this isn't just a PDF reader. You'll find all the usual tools for PDF management. It's very simple to use, too, with an interface that's clean and elegant, with simple navigation.Overall, we were left with the
impression that anything we needed to do with our PDF documents was largely possible in WinZip PDF Pro. Hardware requirements are minimal, so it's an ideal PDF reader for low-end PCs.Read our full WinZip PDF Pro review.Best PDF reader for Windows on a budgetImage 1 of 4(Image credit: Foxit)(Image credit: Foxit)(Image credit: Foxit)(Image
credit: Foxit)4. Foxit PDF Editor An affordable, fully featured Windows PDF readerFoxit has developed a sophisticated PDF management app, with PDF Editor (formerly PhantomPDF) being pushed as a tool that goes well beyond PDF viewing, providing a range of cloud-based tools that allow you to create and customize documents at scale.Described
by the company as a transformative PDF application, the software lets you create and modify PDFs while providing a plethora of sophisticated management, security and collaboration features. For instance, you can manage who has access to documents, track who opens them, notify readers of document updates and send document requests to your
colleagues.This software also sports a whole suite of useful editing tools. You can change the layout of a document, rearrange paragraphs, columns and pages, or make your documents look more professional by including stamps, watermarks, headers, footers and so forth. You can also merge PDFs and split PDFs into new files.Should you be mulling a
purchase, the good news is that theres a free trial so you can test out the software first.Read our full Foxit PDF review.Best Windows PDF reader for enterpriselmage 1 of 4(Image credit: Kofax)(Image credit: Kofax)(Image credit: Kofax)(Image credit: Kofax)Another notable PDF management software platform for individuals and enterprises is Power
PDF, an easy-to-use piece of software that lets you create, edit, annotate and share documents quickly. Its used by a number of large organizations and governments.There are several versions of the software, all of which offer different features. The Standard edition lets you create, convert, combine and edit documents, fill in forms and share PDF
files. It also lets you turn documents like invoices and receipts into PDFs through a scanning and OCR feature.Meanwhile, the Power PDF Advanced package is targeted at business users. While offering all the same features of the Standard edition, it comes with collaboration, security and redaction abilities. You can access documents anywhere and
at any time through the cloud, too.Enterprises can get a quote for volume licensing of the software as well. By going down this route, firms get one deployment package with a single license.Read our full Kofax Power PDF review.Best Windows PDF reader for businessImage 1 of 4(Image credit: Adobe)(Image credit: Adobe)(Image credit: Adobe)
(Image credit: Adobe)Adobe Acrobat Reader is about the closest you can get to an official PDF reader for Windows - the company originated the document filetype, and open-sourced it several years later. For us, its long been the default PDF reader for Windows, as well as Apple and Android devices. But lately, weve been having doubts.Weve always
liked the clean and simple interface found across Adobes products, and youll find it here. Reader is very simple to use with an intuitive design, and excellent fill and sign functions. The tool is able to check a document and automatically highlight sections that need filling in or signing, and it worked perfectly every time for us.However, many of the
tools are locked behind a paywall - even simple functions like PDF conversion require a subscription. If you just need to read, comment, annotate, or fill and sign documents, we still feel it has its uses. But increasingly, you need to subscribe to get the most from the software.Read our full Adobe Acrobat Reader review.Best Windows PDF reader for
beginners(Image credit: Soft Xpansion)SoftXpansion has developed Perfect PDF Ultimate, which is described by the firm as an all-in-one application for processing PDF files. Available to buy direct from the Microsoft Store, this user-friendly software is perfect for viewing, editing and creating PDF documents.Features include the ability to edit page
content, generate interactive forms, comment on existing documents, as well as being able to convert, combine and split files. You can also add e-signatures and encryption to important business files.Thanks to its simple and intuitive interface, Perfect PDF Ultimate is a great app for beginners, especially if theyre looking to dabble with PDF editing.
However, the software could feel too basic for some users. Theres also no option to convert PDFs to other formats or vice versa, so you may need to consider other options if conversion is a priority.Why you can trust TechRadarWe spend hours testing every product or service we review, so you can be sure youre buying the best. Find out more about
how we test.PDF Exchange is a free PDF editor that's rich with features. Aside from being able to view, create, and edit PDFs, there are additional options to OCR and digital sign documents. PDF-XChange Editor Plus is an upgraded version which allows for the creation and editing of PDF forms. While PDF Exchange Editor is freeware, you can pay a
nominal fee to get a version with support.Nitro PDF Reader is another free PDF reader that allows users to read, edit, and annotate PDF files. Nitro PDF offers a couple of key differences to a lot of other free PDF software, though. The first is that it allows for the creation and editing of PDF forms. The other is that it has a sleek and simple interface
that uses tabbed menus, making it look like it took inspiration from Microsoft Word in presentation. Sharing and signing are also available.STDU Viewer - aka, Scientific and Technical Document Utility Viewer - is a freeware viewer that works with multiple file formats. It aims to be an all-in-one viewer for most common file formats used in scientific
documentation, such as PDF, TIFF, DjVu, XPS, JBIG2, WWF, FB2, TXT, TCR, PalmDoc(PDB), MOBI, AZW, EPub, DCX, as well as offers a range of supported image file types. It comes with a tabbed interface, multilingual support, and can also work with multi-layered text documents and convert them to single layer document file.Adobe Reader DC is
probably the most famous read-only viewer for PDF files, not least because it's free and has often been integrated with web browsers. The positives, apart from being free, include the stated aim of making PDFs viewable regardless of the operating system used. The negative, of course, is that you can't edit and annotate files in the free viewer and you
will need one of the options above to do that.Best PDF readers for Windows: FAQsDepending on what you intend to do with your documents, you may find you need either a PDF reader or a fully featured PDF editor. PDF readers on Windows 10 and 11 come with plenty of tools for viewing files on your desktop. They also feature online collaboration
tools, letting you share, comment, annotate, and collaborate. And the very best PDF readers for Windows 10 and 11 also come equipped with productivity-boosting tools. PDF editors for Windows have a lot more tools, specifically for creating, editing, and converting documents into other formats. They also include features like the best PDF converter
and esign software. If you only intend to view PDF files and make notes for the team, a PDF reader (sometimes billed as a PDF viewer) should be more than enough. If you're regularly making and working on PDFs, PDF editing software will likely serve your needs better. How to choose the best PDF reader for WindowsWhen it comes to choosing the
best PDF reader on Windows for you, youll want to gauge your needs correctly to select the right product. If you dont often use PDFs, then itll be smart to get a low-cost or free PDF reader with limited functionality. But if youre regularly working with PDFs and even need PDF editing or file conversion, then a more powerful software will be
helpful.For those who read many physical documents and need to scan and store them, a PDF reader with Optical Character Recognition (OCR) feature will be quite handy. In case you plan to access sensitive documents through the PDF reader, youll want an application that is secure and offers advanced security features. It's also worth checking for
the best e-signature software and best online collaboration tools that are now a mainstay of the office. How we test the best PDF readers for WindowsOur team of reviewers have assessed a massive range of PDF apps, and that includes the best PDF merger tools and best PDF compressors. Whether you're running document views on Windows, Mac,
Android, or any other operating system, we take the same rigorous approach.To test the best PDF readers for Windows, we analyzed the features and performance of many applications. We looked at how quickly the software would load PDFs, especially if the file had a lot of images or was large in size. We considered the usability and simplicity of the
app interface, and whether it was suited for beginners or experts.We evaluated free and paid options, and checked if the apps were for online or offline use. For paid software, we looked at their free trials and how comprehensive the trials were. We also looked into the pricing plans, and whether there were discounts on bulk purchases.We tested the
best Adobe Acrobat alternatives - and these are our top picksGet in touchYou've reached the end of the page. Jump back up to the top ~"Its free and works very well.""Perfect and comes by default.""Will do most, if not all PDF things for you.""Preview is great - I was very pleased when I switched to MacOS and discovered that""Preview. Works great
for all my assignments from professors that are in PDF format.""Just use Preview and keep Acrobat Reader DC (which is free) around for those times when its needed.""Preview is great - I was very pleased when I switched to MacOS.""I have always used Preview. Its a standard app and I have never needed anything more.""Free (at the moment) and
fully featured.""It's free and it just works.""I think PDFgear is the best.. offers editing features for FREE.""Great for reading PDFs in low-light environments.""Just get PDFGear and you will get more than you expected all for free!""PDFgear is one of the best free pdf readers/editors""It's been a really pleasant and nice app to use ever since.""Have
been using Okular here without issues""Okular is the best pdf viewer if you are using kde.""Okular might interest you. There are annotations of multiple types.""For computer Okular and Xournal++.""Okular opens anything you want it to.""KDE's Okular does it all for me.""Okular is one fat ass recommendation.""I personally enjoy using Xodo as my
pdf reader + annotations.""[Xodo]. Free and simple to use.""I've been really happy with Xodo for TTRPG books.""Xodo works best for PDFs for me.""Xodo. It's not on Linux though, quite frankly it's the only reason I still have a WT'G.""XODO is a android app that also works really well.""It's the last good version of that app.""Easily the best actual Adobe
reader alternative.""I've been using the Foxit Reader for a couple of years now.""] was using Sumatra too but moved to Foxit Reader.""I like Foxit PDF Reader.""I use Foxit Reader (free version)""Foxit pdf reader for linux works well but is not open source""I'm wrong Foxit Reader does do it.""Try Foxit Reader, or PDF-XChange Editor.""Edge: - you can
edit - draw on it - you can use 'read aloud'.""Yeah gotta hand it to Edge, the PDF reader is just the best implementation in browser out there right now.""Edge is the best any other browser would be a downgrade.""There is no rival to Edge in this area.""Free: Microsoft Edge Reader - doesn't work for commute but great for free on desktop""Edge for
reader, pdf gear for editor.""The best one for me is Microsoft Edge.""If you just want a basic reader that lets you annotate and is good for touch, then Edge is plenty good.""Microsoft Edge browser -> drop in a PDF -> 'Read Aloud -> choose a Microsoft Al voice. Free, fast.'""Has all you want for a pdf viewer.""Even it opens up at the exact same page
you left it.""For power users definitely the paid version of PDF expert.""Ive been using pdfexpert for more than a decade now. Excellent support, excellent reader.""IOS and Mac : PDF Expert""I use PDF Expert on the Mac""(that's strange, yes) logsed.""You can compare it with Adobe Acrobat.""PDF Expert and sometimes DevonThinks Buildin
reader.""Has a good feature for exporting annotations.""[Evince]( ""Using evince rn, Okular is good too.""Iam using classic evince since years.""Evince aka "Document viewer" or Okular, they both works well.""Best readers are Evince and Okular.""AFAIR _evince (GNOME's default "Documents" application) can do that.""The UI UX is so great. It's
clean but rich in features.""Try Zotero + sync it with [ ( ""Another +1 for Zotero. Its 40% the reason why I was able to get my degree.""Using the Zotero PDF reader""Zotero checks all boxes.""I use Zotero to manage, read, annotate and cite my collection of pdfs.""Zotero and PDF Expert/Xodo""Zotero... has a built in pdf annotation+note taker that is
surprisingly capable.""It does everything, creation, modification, merge.""There is no way Acrobat won't open a PDF perfectly.""Im using adobe acrobat CC pro.""Adobe acrobat for all pdf reading+writing.""Your browser or Adobe Reader.""I used Microsoft PDF Until I got acrobat.""I've been happy with my Galaxy Tab S6 Lite using Adobe
Acrobat.""For professional use, Acrobat is still the standard.""Adobe made a Chrome Acrobat plugin that works really well.""You wont regret it. Read and edit.""Stands out with the best and smoothest experience.""The best PDF reader for your research needs is UPDF.""Let me change the format from PDF to use with excel, word with no
restrictions.""Check out UPDFit's a great alternative that works beautifully on Mac.""I use UPDF. UPDF is a great option for Mac users.""Updf is amazing and very affordable too.""Sioyek is great, takes the entirety of the window and is keyboard-centric!""I use [Sioyek]( .""As a CS person you might be interested in sioyek.""1. Sioyek [best features:
highlights, links(internal/external), diagram/ref peak, dark mode, configurable keys].""I've used Sioyek, skim, gpdfview and zathura.""Made for researchers has highlighting.""[sioyek]( ""I recommend [Sioyek]: it has multiple highlighting colors and styles.""I am the developer of an open source PDF viewer names sioyek.""ReadEra has been absolutely
fucking excellent.""Readera on phone and tablet.""I prefer ReadEra and in case I need PDF on PC it adds notes and comments to file.""Another android alternative is E-reader Prestigio.""I found this totally free and amazing pdf reader.""Readera, which is a e-book reader, shows document outlines for me.""I never needed any other one than
SumatraPDF""I use SumatraPDF but for reading only""No doubt, plus it does or used to read ebooks.""But Sumatra is what I use 99% to just open and read files.""Sumatra PDF & CDisplayEX.""It has a built-in PDF reader that is pretty good.""Firefox has a built in pdf reader and editor.""Firefox, or even Libre Writer.""From my experience they have all
the features I need from a pdf reader.""You can now annotate (add text, images and draw) on a pdf directly in the browser window.""I use Firefox or Okular to view PDF files.""It has to be preview. No other options""If you spend a little time learning Preview, you will be more than happy.""Preview, especially since it allows to import from my
printer/scanner!""l use Preview and also I can read/annotate in Emacs. Both are great.""Comes with the Mac and does a phenomenal job""Zathura is the way. I use it on my i3 setup.""For reading only, zathura. It's the cleanest, uses vim commands, pure bliss.""Minimal: Zathura, GUI friendly: Okular.""Zathura is a simple pdf reader, may be too
simple.""Xournal++ is by far the best PDF manipulation option on Linux.""The best solution for annotating pdfs on Linux (with a touch/pen input) is xournal++.""I use xournal++ for the awesome handwriting support on my surface device.""I use xournal++ because if I care at all about the program opening PDF files.""I use Xournal++ to edit PDFs,
really good!""Try xournal++ v. 1.2.2.""T use xournal++ for this.""Foxit or pdf xchange, you can customize their appearance.""Foxit is really good and lighter than Adobe.""I think a cross platform pdf reader will do the trick. Like Foxit, Xodo etc.""For more extensive stuff I use foxit. Also available for iOS as well""I can't really *recommend* it.""Stay
away from that one, as it is memory hungry and no better than gqpdfview.""I still find Sumatra to be the fastest and smoothest.""It's completely free, doesn't have a paid plan.""Either browser pdf or Sumatra pdf"'"On Windows you can try SumatraPDF.""Okular integrates well with cinnamon and gnome and hadnt failed me this far""Maybe check out
KDE Okular?""As a sociologist i use [Okular](, it has a really customizable interface and tools.""Both are Freeware for Windows.""The free version of PDF-XChange Editor.""The free version is fine.""I use PDF-XChange Editor (Windows, Freeware, Portable) to do the searching for words and phrases.""I used PDF-XChange Editor for just PDF
reading.""The least bad is PDF-Xchange Editor.""I personally think Skim is the best pdf reader on Mac. Free and great.""Lightweight and gets the job done.""Another vote for GoodReader. Its the best.""I've used GoodReader for years, love it.""In order of preference: 1. Goodreader""Great combination, I have used it since the original iPad days.""I've
got a dumb wifi only Ipad 4 with Goodreader and it does great!""U/Appropriate-Sea-Dog "mupdf" !""Big fan of mupdf for quick, bloat-free reading.""It's very minimal and no-frills (therefore lightweight), perfect for quickly looking at PDF.""If you have large pdf's i have found mupdf is many times faster than others.""This is it...one app to rule them all.
Moon+ Reader Pro link is below.""Moon reader has good Ul and features.""Highlights, available on the app store. Is very good for studying.""I enjoy using the Highlights app on iOS and Mac.""Minimalist UI, which is great for reading.""Adobe reader is free. I use acrobat Pro on my computer so I'm also able to use that same account on Mobile.""I use
the free version of Adobe.""Preview, and sometimes Adobe Reader to check digital certificates.""It is only worth reading.""Just delete adobe reader forever. That thing stinks.""I use “xpdf", which is fantastic.""I still use xpdf, but I have no idea if it has any of the features you need.""Best PDF annotation tool for a windows tablet is Drawboard PDF.""It is
the best solution I have found for Windows.""I've tried and loved the new adobe extension for chrome.""For poweruser and professional work.""Adobe can search among multiple PDFs at once.""Sumatra is perfect. Reads epub too.""[Sumatra]( ""PDF X-change. Works so good.""Use pdf xchange smooth asf""PDF-xchange for viewing pdfs.""XODO pdf
reader, makes my reading faster.""Xodo PDF reader is actually pretty good.""SwifDoo PDF is one of the most popular and widely used PDF editor/readers.""Look for a simpler and less expensive alternative, such as SwifDoo PDF""The SwifDoo PDF is a popular, free, lightweight, and full-featured PDF reader for Windows 10.""Calibre for Windows is the
best for this.""The standard open-source ebook reader/manager for PDF/EPUB/MOBI is Calibre.""Do people like Sumatra for touch input?""WPS office have a good pdf reader and editor.""WPS Office had the fastest reader.""WPS Office and iLovePDF""[SimplePDF.eu]( ) it does a few things, but it does it well.""[SimplePDF.eu] will be the closest to a
'Preview-like' experience.""Was faster than some alternatives.""Its available on both MAC & iOS.""Pdfviewer, which can be installed via mac app store.""Where I just want a clean, no subscription required PDF viewer that has consistent annotation tools, I use PDF Viewer""Honestly I use Goodnotes on my Mac (and on my iPad) and I think it works
great.""It's excellent for marking up.""PDFStudio is a good option.""PDF studio has most of the revit functionality but in a less slick package.""Settled on DT. Its the best one for me since I do all my reading on the iPad""DEVONthink and Bookends both have Mac and iOS apps that might fit your needs""Atril if you use MATE or Xfce.""I tried
Wondershare PDFelement Online Free PDF Tools and this by far is the best tool I've used.""Someone just recommended PDFElement to me""Super-lightweight, and I have been using it for years.""Foxit PDF-reader does this.""I just use Mozilla Firefox tbh""I just use Firefox. PDF is supported without anything additional needed.""I really liked
Noteshelf 3 for organizing papers.""Try Noteshelf. To zoom, you use a finger on either side of the screen.""I use OnlyOffice for PDF, and the PDF extension in Vivaldi.""Onlyoffice supports PDF editing""I'm a pretty big fan of xreader.""I'm satisfied with the default one (Xreader in Mint) and Okular.""I really like the job Moon+ Reader does with my RPG
books.""IBooks or Documents by Readdle""I've never found anything else that's suited me.""If you're a student, check if your institution provides a subscription to QDA software like NVivo.""This one has always looked quite useful, but I haven't tried it: "I like liquid text, but theres a learning curve.""For Macs, I highly recommend PDFpen""I second
Librera. A truly fantastic reader.""Thorium Reader, definitely the best.""Students have told me they like Voice Dream Reader.""Switched to XODO PDF after Drawboard starts to limit too many functions.""Still on EZ pdf reader.""Aquile Reader is good and feature rich but not free.""EzPDF reader. Moon+ reader.""Check out ReadCube Papers. It has a
fee (~$3 per month), but they have a free trial.""Try Booklover. It was actually made for this purpose.""Master pdf. but its not free, but its the best.""Qpdf viewer, source: trust me bro.""I personally use sejda and mupdf.""Master PDF Editor is a nice paid option.""I would suggest you take a look at what Readdle has to offer.""M]J Pdf is great and uses
up-to-date pdfium library.""My favorite has been Book reader it supports: PDF, EPUB, mobi.""The one-time purchase was definitely worth my money.""Is light and very efficient.""A highly customizable and feature-rich application.""Reader by readwise or Xodo.""PDF Architect. It's free. Also cheap premium""[M] pdf reader ]( like Google Drive's PDF
reader.""Microsoft Edge has a nice PDF reader who allow you to add annotations.""Mendeley Desktop... has citation capabilities, note taking, highlighting.""Pdf24 creator is a free software which has all in one tools needed for pdf files.""Foliate on Linux is pretty nice.""The one you're looking for is Fluetro PDF from FireCubeStudios.""You can go with
FBReader.""Nebo might worth a try.""I used the in Files reader.""I'm particularly partial to gpdfview.""Not sure if it works on non samsung tablets though.""I like Marginote 3 better, but their sync is completely unreliable." Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies,
you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please
see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy. PDF documents are very popular as they can be opened on any operating system, and they are easy to attach with an email, message, or website. A PDF document also provides the advantage of not being altered easily. So, it is extensively used by individuals and organizations for digital copies of resumes,
study material, documents, and manuals for peripherals and devices. A PDF reader software helps you create, manage, and secure your PDF files all in one place. It allows you to simplify complicated tasks involved in PDFs. There are many dedicated Windows PDF readers available in the market. Therefore, selecting the best PDF reader for editing,
altering, or managing your PDF files is difficult. We have created the best PDF readers list for your needs.After spending 60+ hours researching 25+ Best PDF Reader tools, I have created a comprehensive list of the top options, including free and paid versions. My in-depth and unbiased review provides well-researched pros, cons, and download links
to help you choose the best Free PDF reader. This trusted guide offers exclusive insightsread the full article for a must-see breakdown of these tools. Read more Adobe Acrobat Reader DC Adobe Acrobat Reader DC is a free PDF review software for viewing, printing, and commenting on PDF documents. It provides multiple viewing modes to reduce
eyestrain. This free PDF reader software works across multiple devices. Visit Adobe Acrobat Reader Best Free PDF Reader for Windows 11/10 1) Adobe Acrobat Reader DCI evaluated Adobe Acrobat Reader DC as a solid free PDF reader software. It offered me various viewing options, including dark mode, which helps reduce eyestrain while reading.
I could access its full-screen mode, which hides unnecessary menus for an uninterrupted view. I found its cloud storage integration to be a great way to store documents online. The ability to extract words and images from PDFs made my work faster. Adobe Acrobat Reader DC supports Windows, Mac, and Linux, making it perfect for different
systems.I found the drag-and-drop feature for PDFs to be one of the easiest ways to manage documentsThis free PDF reader software works across multiple devicesHides unnecessary menus when switched to full-screenl noticed that the free version did not provide enough features for my needs How to get it Free? Visit Adobe Acrobat >>Life Time
Free Tool 2) UPDFUPDF impressed me with its seamless ability to view, search, and edit PDF files. The multi-tab view was especially useful for handling multiple documents, while the AlI-powered OCR delivered highly accurate recognition. I found the ability to chat with PDFs and convert them into mind maps a game-changer for grasping complex
ideas efficiently. UPDF First PDF editor/reader with presentation mode.View PDF files simply and fastWindows Supported versions: Windows 7 or laterDownload: Free Download Visit UPDF I also appreciated the presentation mode for professional content sharing, and its cross-platform compatibility on up to four devices was extremely convenient.
With support for Windows, macOS, iOS, and Android, UPDF stands out as a versatile and user-friendly PDF editor.I could view PDF files simply and fast with easelt is lightweight, simple in design, and supports dark model was able to edit, convert, protect, organize, crop, and compress PDF files easilyl was disappointed that there was no Linux
versionSome small functions still need to be polished How to get it Free?Go to UPDFClick on the Free Download button to get trial version.Visit UPDF >>Life Time Free Basic Plan 3) Ashampoo PDFAshampoo PDF helped me manage PDF files effectively. I could edit, create, and safeguard files with this PDF reader software application. It also offered
me the ability to produce well-sized documents readable on any device. I was impressed by the encryption feature that secures intellectual property.Ashampoo PDF is an ideal solution for managing and editing PDF documents seamlessly. I could access the new snapshot function, which made it possible to capture perfect PDF screenshots. I found that
it helps you split large PDFs into smaller documents based on a custom number of pages, which is great for organization. It allowed me to edit open images directly using an external image editor, which saved me time.You can compare two PDFs side by sidelt allowed me to edit open images directly with my preferred external editor] found this tool
helpful for finding and replacing colors throughout documentsI found editing files more challenging compared to working in Word How to get it Free?Go to Ashampoo PDFClick on the Download button to get 30 days free trial of Pro.Visit Ashampoo >>30-Days Free Trial 4) PDF-XchangePDF-XChange Editor is a free PDF reader tool with easy-to-use
buttons, toolbars, and side panels that made PDF editing simple for me. I particularly appreciate how it offers fast performance and lets me remove unwanted features, giving me a cleaner viewing experience.PDF-XChange is an excellent choice for editing PDFs, allowing me to attach notes and create fillable forms with ease. I found its ability to add
comments before sharing files helpful for collaboration. Supporting Windows XP, 7, 8, 10, and 11, it is one of the best options for anyone seeking a robust PDF tool.I found adding and placing text to be exceptionally easyWell-organized and user-friendly interfacelt is the best portable PDF reader for WindowsI was dissatisfied with the watermark on
the output How to get it Free?Go to PDF XchangeClick on the Download button to get feature-rich free PDF viewer/editor.Link: 5) Icecream Apps PDF EditorAs I evaluated Icecream Apps PDF Editor, I found it ideal for creating and editing PDFs. It is a top-rated tool for managing pages and adding notes to documents. In fact, it helps you edit with
simplicity, offering one of the easiest ways to handle PDFs. I found that drawing, adding shapes, arrows, and lines to a PDF document was simple and effective. It is available for download on Windows 11, 10, 8.1, 8, and 7, making it one of the best options for a wide range of users.Icecream PDF Editor allowed me to move, rotate, and resize PDF
objects effortlessly, making it great for those who need a solution to manage and edit PDFs with ease. In my opinion, its ability to set a password to protect your PDF files makes it truly special. If you are in lookout for a reliable and trusted PDF reader, I would highly recommend it.Offers built-in forms in PDF documentsIt helped me add notes directly
to my PDF filelt allows you to search through the document before making changes to itThis PDF software did not allow me to import multiple PDF files How to get it Free?Go to Icecream Apps PDF EditorClick on the Free Download button to get free version of Icecream PDF Editor with a few limitations.Link: 6) Slim PDFI analyzed Slim PDF, a
simple and effective PDF reader software. I found this tool to be quite convincing for opening and viewing documents. It allows you to add comments and annotations easily. I could access its form-filling feature and validate digital signatures. The annotation tools are remarkable, and they offer great customization.Slim PDF offers an improved
navigation feature that helped me simplify my PDF viewing experience. I was able to sign PDFs with both electronic and digital signatures effortlessly, which is helpful to streamline workflows. It lets me create PDFs from any printable file format for easy document creation. The fact that Slim PDF Reader 2 is 1/10 of the size of Adobe Reader makes it
an ideal solution for those looking for a lightweight, yet top-notch option.I found that it provides top-notch navigation for a simplified PDF viewing experiencelt gave me access to a full range of advanced and customizable annotation toolsSlim PDF offers interactive PDF form-filling and signature verification featuresl was frustrated when it
occasionally failed to load elements such as signatures How to get it Free?Go to Slim PDFClick on the Windows Download button to download Slim PDF Reader for free.Link: 7) Google DriveGoogle Drive is an amazing option for anyone seeking free PDF software. I have tested its PDF viewer, and it allowed me to open, view, convert, and share my
PDF files across Google Drive. I particularly liked how easy it was to convert PDFs into editable documents with just a few clicks. In my experience, it is one of the best tools to manage PDFs.Google Drive allowed me to store PDFs, presentations, and photos effortlessly. I could access my documents from anywhere, which is helpful for staying
organized. In fact, if you are familiar with Google Drives features, it is great for managing and collaborating on documents.Easy to use and clean interfacelt provided secure access to all of my contentl noticed the generous free storage of 15GB lets me store a lot of files without extra costl observed that it can be slow to sync files at times, especially
when uploading larger files How to get it Free?Go to Google DriveClick on the Get started button to get Workspace free for 14 days or Use Google Drive for free.Visit Google Drive >>14-Days Free TrialHow do I get Adobe Acrobat Reader for free on Windows 11/10?Step 1) Download the PDF reader on your PCOpen: and select Adobe Acrobat Reader
DCStep 2) Select your operating systemYou will be asked about your operating system; I am selecting Windows 10. However, you need to select the Windows version according to your PC.Step 3) Select languageYou need to select the language of your choice. I have selected English.Step 4) Select the versionLastly, select the 64-bit version for the 64-
bit PC.Step 5) Download the Acrobat ReaderNow, go to the upper right corner of the screen and start downloading Acrobat readerStep 6) Save and run the .exe file on your PCClick on the finish button when the process is completed and install the software by double-clicking on the .exe fileStep 7) Start the PDF reader applicationYou can see that the
Acrobat PDF DC application has been launchedWhat is PDF?Portable Document Format (PDF), standardized as ISO 32000, is a file format. It was developed by Adobe in 1992 to present documents, including text formatting and images, independent of application software, hardware, and operating systems.Why use PDF Editor Software?PDF editor
software helps you edit your .pdf files efficiently and easily. It also allows users to create, secure, and distribute various PDF documents. A PDF editor tool also helps optimize PDF documents for various applications to print and manipulate PDF files.How did we choose the Best PDF Reader Software?At Guru99, we prioritize providing credible,
accurate, and objective information through rigorous content creation and review. After dedicating over 60 hours to researching 25+ PDF Reader tools, I compiled a comprehensive guide featuring both free and paid options. This unbiased resource includes pros, cons, and download links to offer trusted information. Multiple factors were considered
to ensure the selected PDF readers deliver the best experience. Below are the key aspects you should focus on when choosing the right one.Ease of Use: The interface should be simple, intuitive, and user-friendly, enabling quick access to essential features without confusion.Scan and OCR Features: Look for software that offers reliable Optical
Character Recognition (OCR) capabilities, allowing you to scan and convert documents into editable formats.PDF Functionalities: The software should support a variety of operations, including creating, editing, sharing, and printing PDF files, ensuring flexibility in managing documents.Advanced Editing Features: Look for software with advanced
editing tools, such as the ability to add annotations, signatures, watermarks, and hyperlinks to the PDF.Integration with Cloud Services: Its beneficial if the PDF reader integrates with cloud storage platforms like Google Drive, Dropbox, or OneDrive, allowing easy access to your documents from anywhere.Security: Ensure that the software provides
robust security features like encryption and password protection to safeguard your sensitive data.Mobile-Friendliness: The PDF reader should offer compatibility with mobile devices, making it easier to access, view, and edit documents on the go.Pricing: Consider the cost of the software and whether it offers a free version or trial. Ensure the pricing
aligns with your budget and offers the required features.Customer Support: It is important that the software provides accessible and reliable customer service to address any technical issues or queries promptly.Verdict:In this review, you got acquainted with some of the best PDF readers available. All of them have their unique benefits. To help you
decide, I have created my verdict: Adobe Acrobat Reader DC is a powerful and secure choice for users needing cross-platform compatibility and excellent integration with cloud services. UPDF provides an awesome and user-friendly experience with comprehensive Al-powered features, offering a cost-effective solution for PDF editing and
management.Ashampoo PDF an ideal solution for managing and editing PDF documents seamlessly. It help manage PDF files effectively. You cant perform that action at this time. Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and
maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy.
"Its free and works very well.""Perfect and comes by default.""Will do most, if not all PDF things for you.""Preview is great - I was very pleased when I switched to MacOS and discovered that""Preview. Works great for all my assignments from professors that are in PDF format.""Just use Preview and keep Acrobat Reader DC (which is free) around for
those times when its needed.""Preview is great - I was very pleased when I switched to MacOS.""I have always used Preview. Its a standard app and I have never needed anything more.""Free (at the moment) and fully featured.""It's free and it just works.""I think PDFgear is the best.. offers editing features for FREE.""Great for reading PDFs in low-
light environments.""Just get PDFGear and you will get more than you expected all for free!""PDFgear is one of the best free pdf readers/editors""It's been a really pleasant and nice app to use ever since.""Have been using Okular here without issues""Okular is the best pdf viewer if you are using kde.""Okular might interest you. There are annotations
of multiple types.""For computer Okular and Xournal++.""Okular opens anything you want it to.""KDE's Okular does it all for me.""Okular is one fat ass recommendation.""I personally enjoy using Xodo as my pdf reader + annotations.""[Xodo]. Free and simple to use.""I've been really happy with Xodo for TTRPG books.""Xodo works best for PDFs for
me.""Xodo. It's not on Linux though, quite frankly it's the only reason I still have a WTG.""XODO is a android app that also works really well.""It's the last good version of that app.""Easily the best actual Adobe reader alternative.""I've been using the Foxit Reader for a couple of years now.""I was using Sumatra too but moved to Foxit Reader.""I like
Foxit PDF Reader.""I use Foxit Reader (free version)""Foxit pdf reader for linux works well but is not open source""I'm wrong Foxit Reader does do it.""Try Foxit Reader, or PDF-XChange Editor.""Edge: - you can edit - draw on it - you can use 'read aloud'.""Yeah gotta hand it to Edge, the PDF reader is just the best implementation in browser out there
right now.""Edge is the best any other browser would be a downgrade.""There is no rival to Edge in this area.""Free: Microsoft Edge Reader - doesn't work for commute but great for free on desktop""Edge for reader, pdf gear for editor.""The best one for me is Microsoft Edge.""If you just want a basic reader that lets you annotate and is good for
touch, then Edge is plenty good.""Microsoft Edge browser -> drop in a PDF -> 'Read Aloud -> choose a Microsoft Al voice. Free, fast.'""Has all you want for a pdf viewer.""Even it opens up at the exact same page you left it.""For power users definitely the paid version of PDF expert.""Ive been using pdfexpert for more than a decade now. Excellent
support, excellent reader.""IOS and Mac : PDF Expert""l use PDF Expert on the Mac""(that's strange, yes) logseq.""You can compare it with Adobe Acrobat.""PDF Expert and sometimes DevonThinks Buildin reader.""Has a good feature for exporting annotations.""[Evince]( ""Using evince rn, Okular is good too.""Iam using classic evince since
years.""Evince aka "Document viewer" or Okular, they both works well.""Best readers are Evince and Okular.""AFAIR _evince (GNOME's default "Documents" application) can do that.""The UI UX is so great. It's clean but rich in features.""Try Zotero + sync it with [ ( ""Another +1 for Zotero. Its 40% the reason why I was able to get my
degree.""Using the Zotero PDF reader""Zotero checks all boxes.""I use Zotero to manage, read, annotate and cite my collection of pdfs.""Zotero and PDF Expert/Xodo""Zotero... has a built in pdf annotation+note taker that is surprisingly capable.""It does everything, creation, modification, merge.""There is no way Acrobat won't open a PDF
perfectly.""Im using adobe acrobat CC pro.""Adobe acrobat for all pdf reading+writing.""Your browser or Adobe Reader.""I used Microsoft PDF Until I got acrobat.""I've been happy with my Galaxy Tab S6 Lite using Adobe Acrobat.""For professional use, Acrobat is still the standard.""Adobe made a Chrome Acrobat plugin that works really well.""You
wont regret it. Read and edit.""Stands out with the best and smoothest experience.""The best PDF reader for your research needs is UPDF.""Let me change the format from PDF to use with excel, word with no restrictions.""Check out UPDFit's a great alternative that works beautifully on Mac.""I use UPDF. UPDF is a great option for Mac users.""Updf
is amazing and very affordable too.""Sioyek is great, takes the entirety of the window and is keyboard-centric!""I use [Sioyek]( .""As a CS person you might be interested in sioyek.""1. Sioyek [best features: highlights, links(internal/external), diagram/ref peak, dark mode, configurable keys].""I've used Sioyek, skim, qpdfview and zathura.""Made for
researchers has highlighting.""[sioyek]( ""I recommend [Sioyek]: it has multiple highlighting colors and styles.""I am the developer of an open source PDF viewer names sioyek.""ReadEra has been absolutely fucking excellent.""Readera on phone and tablet.""I prefer ReadEra and in case I need PDF on PC it adds notes and comments to file.""Another
android alternative is E-reader Prestigio.""I found this totally free and amazing pdf reader.""Readera, which is a e-book reader, shows document outlines for me.""I never needed any other one than SumatraPDF""I use SumatraPDF but for reading only""No doubt, plus it does or used to read ebooks.""But Sumatra is what I use 99% to just open and
read files.""Sumatra PDF & CDisplayEX.""It has a built-in PDF reader that is pretty good.""Firefox has a built in pdf reader and editor.""Firefox, or even Libre Writer.""From my experience they have all the features I need from a pdf reader.""You can now annotate (add text, images and draw) on a pdf directly in the browser window.""I use Firefox or
Okular to view PDF files.""It has to be preview. No other options""If you spend a little time learning Preview, you will be more than happy.""Preview, especially since it allows to import from my printer/scanner!""I use Preview and also I can read/annotate in Emacs. Both are great.""Comes with the Mac and does a phenomenal job""Zathura is the way.
I use it on my i3 setup.""For reading only, zathura. It's the cleanest, uses vim commands, pure bliss.""Minimal: Zathura, GUI friendly: Okular.""Zathura is a simple pdf reader, may be too simple.""Xournal++ is by far the best PDF manipulation option on Linux.""The best solution for annotating pdfs on Linux (with a touch/pen input) is xournal++.""I
use xournal++ for the awesome handwriting support on my surface device.""I use xournal++ because if I care at all about the program opening PDF files.""I use Xournal++ to edit PDFs, really good!""Try xournal++ v. 1.2.2.""I use xournal++ for this.""Foxit or pdf xchange, you can customize their appearance.""Foxit is really good and lighter than
Adobe.""I think a cross platform pdf reader will do the trick. Like Foxit, Xodo etc.""For more extensive stuff I use foxit. Also available for iOS as well""I can't really *recommend* it.""Stay away from that one, as it is memory hungry and no better than gpdfview.""I still find Sumatra to be the fastest and smoothest.""It's completely free, doesn't have a
paid plan.""Either browser pdf or Sumatra pdf""On Windows you can try SumatraPDF.""Okular integrates well with cinnamon and gnome and hadnt failed me this far""Maybe check out KDE Okular?""As a sociologist i use [Okular]( , it has a really customizable interface and tools.""Both are Freeware for Windows.""The free version of PDF-XChange
Editor.""The free version is fine.""I use PDF-XChange Editor (Windows, Freeware, Portable) to do the searching for words and phrases.""l used PDF-XChange Editor for just PDF reading.""The least bad is PDF-Xchange Editor.""I personally think Skim is the best pdf reader on Mac. Free and great.""Lightweight and gets the job done.""Another vote for
GoodReader. Its the best.""I've used GoodReader for years, love it.""In order of preference: 1. Goodreader""Great combination, I have used it since the original iPad days.""I've got a dumb wifi only Ipad 4 with Goodreader and it does great!""U/Appropriate-Sea-Dog “mupdf™ !""Big fan of mupdf for quick, bloat-free reading.""It's very minimal and no-
frills (therefore lightweight), perfect for quickly looking at PDF.""If you have large pdf's i have found mupdf is many times faster than others.""This is it...one app to rule them all. Moon+ Reader Pro link is below.""Moon reader has good Ul and features.""Highlights, available on the app store. Is very good for studying.""I enjoy using the Highlights app
on iOS and Mac.""Minimalist Ul, which is great for reading.""Adobe reader is free. I use acrobat Pro on my computer so I'm also able to use that same account on Mobile.""I use the free version of Adobe.""Preview, and sometimes Adobe Reader to check digital certificates.""It is only worth reading.""Just delete adobe reader forever. That thing
stinks.""I use "xpdf", which is fantastic.""I still use xpdf, but I have no idea if it has any of the features you need.""Best PDF annotation tool for a windows tablet is Drawboard PDF.""It is the best solution I have found for Windows.""I've tried and loved the new adobe extension for chrome.""For poweruser and professional work.""Adobe can search
among multiple PDFs at once.""Sumatra is perfect. Reads epub too.""[Sumatra]( ""PDF X-change. Works so good.""Use pdf xchange smooth asf""PDF-xchange for viewing pdfs.""XODO pdf reader, makes my reading faster.""Xodo PDF reader is actually pretty good.""SwifDoo PDF is one of the most popular and widely used PDF editor/readers.""Look
for a simpler and less expensive alternative, such as SwifDoo PDF""The SwifDoo PDF is a popular, free, lightweight, and full-featured PDF reader for Windows 10.""Calibre for Windows is the best for this.""The standard open-source ebook reader/manager for PDF/EPUB/MOBI is Calibre.""Do people like Sumatra for touch input?""WPS office have a
good pdf reader and editor.""WPS Office had the fastest reader.""WPS Office and iLovePDF""[SimplePDF.eu]( ) it does a few things, but it does it well.""[SimplePDF.eu] will be the closest to a 'Preview-like' experience.""Was faster than some alternatives.""Its available on both MAC & iOS.""Pdfviewer, which can be installed via mac app store.""Where I
just want a clean, no subscription required PDF viewer that has consistent annotation tools, I use PDF Viewer""Honestly I use Goodnotes on my Mac (and on my iPad) and I think it works great.""It's excellent for marking up.""PDFStudio is a good option.""PDF studio has most of the revit functionality but in a less slick package.""Settled on DT. Its the
best one for me since I do all my reading on the iPad""DEVONthink and Bookends both have Mac and iOS apps that might fit your needs""Atril if you use MATE or Xfce.""I tried Wondershare PDFelement Online Free PDF Tools and this by far is the best tool I've used.""Someone just recommended PDFElement to me""Super-lightweight, and I have
been using it for years.""Foxit PDF-reader does this.""I just use Mozilla Firefox tbh""I just use Firefox. PDF is supported without anything additional needed.""I really liked Noteshelf 3 for organizing papers.""Try Noteshelf. To zoom, you use a finger on either side of the screen.""I use OnlyOffice for PDF, and the PDF extension in Vivaldi.""Onlyoffice
supports PDF editing""I'm a pretty big fan of xreader.""I'm satisfied with the default one (Xreader in Mint) and Okular.""I really like the job Moon+ Reader does with my RPG books.""IBooks or Documents by Readdle""I've never found anything else that's suited me.""If you're a student, check if your institution provides a subscription to QDA software
like NVivo.""This one has always looked quite useful, but I haven't tried it: "I like liquid text, but theres a learning curve.""For Macs, I highly recommend PDFpen""I second Librera. A truly fantastic reader.""Thorium Reader, definitely the best.""Students have told me they like Voice Dream Reader.""Switched to XODO PDF after Drawboard starts to
limit too many functions.""Still on EZ pdf reader.""Aquile Reader is good and feature rich but not free.""EzPDF reader. Moon+ reader.""Check out ReadCube Papers. It has a fee (~$3 per month), but they have a free trial.""Try Booklover. It was actually made for this purpose.""Master pdf. but its not free, but its the best.""Qpdf viewer, source: trust
me bro.""I personally use sejda and mupdf.""Master PDF Editor is a nice paid option.""I would suggest you take a look at what Readdle has to offer.""M] Pdf is great and uses up-to-date pdfium library.""My favorite has been Book reader it supports: PDF, EPUB, mobi.""The one-time purchase was definitely worth my money.""Is light and very
efficient.""A highly customizable and feature-rich application.""Reader by readwise or Xodo.""PDF Architect. It's free. Also cheap premium""[M] pdf reader ]( like Google Drive's PDF reader.""Microsoft Edge has a nice PDF reader who allow you to add annotations.""Mendeley Desktop... has citation capabilities, note taking, highlighting.""Pdf24 creator
is a free software which has all in one tools needed for pdf files.""Foliate on Linux is pretty nice.""The one you're looking for is Fluetro PDF from FireCubeStudios.""You can go with FBReader.""Nebo might worth a try.""I used the in Files reader.""I'm particularly partial to qpdfview.""Not sure if it works on non samsung tablets though.""I like
Marginote 3 better, but their sync is completely unreliable." Homepage SumatraPDF is one of those amazing open source programs that does everything a closed-source and/or commercial product does, but better in every way. "PDF readers have, over the years, managed to earn themselves something of a reputation for being slow, lumbering beasts
thanks largely to Adobe Reader. Sumatra PDF bucks the trend. It is small, svelte, lightweight and lightning fast." I was tired of using slow loading & bloated Adobe pdf-reader.l found SumatraPDF. I'm happily using the portable application.Thanks to its simple user interface, small memory footprint & fast startup. The best PDF reader I have used since
I started reading PDFs in 1998 is SumatraPDF.Lightweight, fast loading, minimal resource hogging. SumatraPDF v3.4 is the bomb! What a great piece of software by @Xkjk . The custom-keybindings work like a charm! I like SumatraPDF. Runs the circles in terms of performance around the sad piece of crap that Adobe PDF Reader has become. If your
Adobe reader croaks or feels glitchy while scrolling, try Sumatra PDF instead. It will be almost like opening a plain text document. Plus you can easily highlight text. I love Sumatra PDF, thank you for making it. I won't need to buy a PDF reader ever again, now that I have SumatraPDF I'm a big fan of SumatraPDF and use it everywhere I can. I am
pretty happy with SumatraPDF on Windows. Orders of magnitude faster than Reader too. Sumatra PDF is the best. I like Sumatra PDF. It's speedy, lightweight, and gets the job done. I used to use Foxit, but have since turned to SumatraPDF. It seems to be a little lighter weight than Foxit.
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