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Then I was just a little slip by a girl! My entire slut con31sted of three old clothes, a dozen chemles a pair of socks and some handkerchiefs. See, the mother had spent all the money that the Imperatrice sent me to her wardrobe. That mom for you. Shortly after my marriage, Elizabeth sent her back without many ceremonies to be a immership 1mbued
and a clumsy Prussian secret agent. I never have seen it for the rest of my life. This is my husband. As you can see, he is not much, but it is still the great survivor's nephew, and this is the one I married --- The future tsar of all Russia. Peter was a sick child who preferred to play with his soldiers toys on our marital bed that with me. He was not
allowed to play with them during the day, so they were hidden under the bed. As soon as we were both in bed, Madame Krause, our nanny/supervisor, would have entered and pulled the toys soldiers. I couldn't even move in bed --- They were so many! Peter played with them until midnight, and every time someone knocked on the door to check us, we
had to climb to hide the toys under the blanket. It was farcical: a couple just married constantly on guard so as not to be captured to play with toys. But the empress Elisabetta was not amused when, years in our wedding, we had not produced the heir that expected from us. The fact is that my husband has never touched me for the first nine years of
our wedding. There were many speculations on the reason why. He told me openly that he was in love with another woman --- One of my women in irtlA irtlA .atammusnocni odom ossets olla essof enoizaler al ehc avarbmes am --- Which was simply too physically and mentally immature a child to father. Some of our doctors learned also diagnosed him
with phimosis (. Sergei Saltykov, the first of my twelve lovers (Oh, how beautiful it was!), He convinced him to have an operation to correct the condition. You know, once Sergei was involved with me, he anxiously anxious to him. What if I had been pregnant? But if Pietro had been known to be able to consume our wedding, who could say that Sergei
was responsible? It was discovered that my paramour was unnecessarily worried: the empress herself had instructed her servants to provide me with a more reliable male for the ceremony of an heir --- And Sergei was one of those considered! However, soon I was pregnant, with consequent Paul, the long -awaited Romanov heir. Many people said
they saw a marked similarity between my son and my husband, not only in the looks, but also in their common hobby of playing soldier. But every time I wanted to swallow my son, I always said Sergei Saltykov was his father. We never got along, Paul and I, perhaps because I rarely saw him rarely during his childhood. Empress Elizabeth slammed him
immediately after him, he suffered him with frustrated maternal love and threw me aside. When my first nephew was born, I intended to fully bypass Paul and to do it Tsar Alexander I, but it was not to happen. After the empress pass the road, Pietro for a short time came to be Tsar, before he was forgively deposited by the army, who instead made me
impertrix. Pietro Idolatra Federico II, the Prussian king who was at war with us, and wanted to make peace with him. The Russian patriotic people hated this radical change in foreign policy and threw their lot with me instead. My boyfriend oi oi e ,0pod ocop otaivni etnemasoiretsim otats “A reteP ehc otarucissa A is olletarf ous e ,)?gnihsad “A non -
otisoporp a ,ottos iul “A otseuq( volrO yrogirG to gloriously rally the Russian people on horseback wearing the uniform of a colonel of the Preobrazhensky Regiment. Boyfriend#3 The reign of Catherine II officially begins!I believed in the strong Russian motherland and added many territories, 520,000 km2 in all, to Peter the Great¢AAAs empire. When
he was only able to gain a toehold in the south, I completed his conquest by defeating the ailing Turks (and gaining a warm water port, so crucial for Russia, in the process). The former Ottoman territories around the Black Sea, the Ukraine, and Crimea (which the love of my life, Grigory Potemkin, administered as my Viceroy) became Russian
possessions. I also partitioned Poland, after putting my second lover, Stanislaus Poniatowski, on the throne of that country (poor sweetie, he actually didn¢AAAt want to be king, imagine that!). Boyfriend#2 On the home front, I tried my best to drag Russia into the modern age. Eighteen years of boredom and loneliness as an unhappily married woman
gave me the opportunity to read many books. I imbibed the best ideas of the Aufklarung through the writings of M. Montesquieu (whose ideas I pillaged for the Nakaz, the new legal code that I envisioned for Russia), Mr. John Locke (what is more important than our children¢AAAs education, especially our girls?) and Signore Beccaria (torture is
barbaric!). I corresponded with the best minds in France, including M. Voltaire (he called me ¢AAAThe Star of the North¢AAA --- such a sweet man!) and M. Diderot, whose work on his Encyclopedie I supported, and whose library I purchased --- on the condition that he got to keep it during his lifetime as I thought that it would be so cruel to separate
a scholar from his books. M. Diderot actually visited me in St. Petersburg to express his gratitude, the poor sickly man. Unfortunately, many of these progressive ideas proved to be far too advanced for the country, and I had to reassert my absolute powers as the Aubet text or tucccésy dé: Queé Quan ) Questions Quanu Quan )
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tudit sabones for Salon a ¢ avelop vogue a ¢ avelop post-dispatch louis & ¢ avelop the Journal of Providence Robert K. Massie returns with another masterpiece of the narrative biography, the extraordinary story of A dark German princess who became Catherine The Great. Born in a noble minor family, Catherine turned into Russia's imperative for
pure determination. For thirty -four years, the government, foreign policy, cultural development and the well -being of the Russian people were in her hands. You have faced home rebellion, foreign wars and the wave of tide of political change and violence supported by the French Revolution. The family, friends, ministers, generals, lovers and
enemies of Catherine - are all here, vividly brought to life. The story offers few stories more rich in those of Catherine The Great. In this book, an eternally fascinating woman is returned to life. A ¢ avelop "[a] story of power, perseverance and passion.A great story in the hands of a narrator master. & € The Wall Street Journal The Pulitzer Prizea €
winning author of Peter the Great, Nicholas and Alexandra, and Romanovs returns with another masterpiece of the narrative biography, the extraordinary story of a dark German princess who became one of the women more Remarkable, powerful and captivating of history. Born in a noble minor family, Catherine turned into Russia's imperative for
pure determination. For thirty -four years, the government, foreign policy, cultural development and the well -being of the Russian people were in her hands. You have faced home rebellion, foreign wars and the wave of tide of political change and violence supported by the French Revolution. The family, friends, ministers, generals, lovers and
enemies of Catherine - are all here, vividly brought to life. The story offers few stories more rich in those of Catherine the In this book, an eternally fascinating woman is returned to life. A avelop "[a] compelling portrait not only of a one titan, but also of a flesh-and-blood woman. ¢AAA¢AAANewsweek ¢AAAAn absorbing, satisfying biography.
¢AAA¢AAALOS Angeles Times A A ¢AAAJu1cy and suspenseful. ¢AAA¢AAAThe New York Times Book Review ¢AAAA great life, indeed, and irresistibly told. ¢AAA¢AAASalon NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times ¢AA¢A The Washlngton Post ¢AA¢A USA Today ¢AA¢A The Boston Globe ¢AA¢A San Francisco
Chronicle ¢AA¢A Chicago Tribune ¢AA¢A Newsweek/The Daily Beast ¢AA¢A Salon ¢AA¢A Vogue ¢AA¢A St. Louis Post-Dispatch ¢AA¢A The Providence Journal ¢AA¢A Washington Examiner ¢AA¢A South Florida Sun-Sentinel ¢AA¢A BookPage ¢AA¢A Bookreporter ¢AA¢A Publishers Weekly BONUS: This edition contains a Catherine the Great
reader¢AAAs guide. NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢AA¢A An ¢AAAabsorb1ng¢AAA (Los Angeles Times) biography of one of the most remarkable, powerful, and captivating women in Russian h1story¢AAAfrom the Pulitzer Prlze¢AAAw1nn1ng author of Peter the Great, Nicholas and Alexandra, and The Romanovs ¢AAA[A] compelling portrait not just
of a Russian titan, but also of a flesh-and-blood woman.¢AAA¢AAANewsweekNAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times ¢AA¢A The Washington Post ¢AA¢A USA Today ¢AA¢A The Boston Globe ¢AA¢A San Francisco Chronicle ¢AA¢A Chicago Tribune ¢AA¢A Salon ¢AAGA Vogue ¢AA¢A St. Louis Post- Dispatch ¢AA¢A
The Providence Journal Robert K. Massie returns with another masterpiece of narrative biography, the extraordinary story of an obscure German princess who became Catherine the Great. Born into a minor noble family, Catherine transformed herself into empress of Russia by sheer determination. For thirty-four years, the government, foreign
policy, cultural development, and welfare of the Russian people were in her hands. She dealt with domestic rebellion, foreign wars, and the tidal wave of political change and violence churned up by the French Revolution. Catherine¢AAAs family, friends, ministers, generals, lovers, and enemies¢AAAall are here, vividly brought life. The story offers
few stories more rich in that of Caterina La Grande. In this book, an eternally fascinating woman is returned to her life. life.
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